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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Hall at Thornwood Common, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood, Essex CM16 6NB
 Tel: 07572 507591            



Email: clerk@northweald-pc.gov.uk
	www. northweald-pc.gov.uk                                                          
	Clerk to the Council   
                                  Susan De Luca

                                                28th June 2021


PLEASE NOTE TIME AND DATE OF THIS MEETING
NOTICE OF MEETING

You are summoned to a Meeting of the Parish Council which will be held on Monday 5th July 
2021 at 6.30pm to transact the business shown in the Agenda below.
This meeting will be held in the Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, 

Thornwood, with the necessary social distancing measures in place.  Public attendance may

be limited based on the numbers of people who may wish to attend and to ensure compliance

with COVID secure measures.  Face Masks must be worn when attending the meeting, however they may be removed whilst seated.
Susan De Luca 
Clerk to the Council
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE(
To RECEIVE any apologies for absence.

2. OTHER ABSENCES 
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  (
( To APPROVE, as a correct record the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th May 2021 as attached at Appendix 1 (Members are asked to note that as there had been no meeting in June a draft copy had been circulated for information purposes early in the month.)
4. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To receive questions from members of the public for a period determined by the Chairman of the 

Meeting. Please NOTE the Clerk may have to note questions and respond to them after the Meeting.
5.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.

A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice

6. REPORT OF THE CLERK

Members are asked to NOTE that all staff have been working on all items within this Agenda. If 
any Councillor wishes further information on any item please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk or a

 Member of the Parish Council Staff for further updates.
 NOTE: Any Member wishing to have a communication brought to the attention of the Council 
should give prior notification to the Clerk. 

7. REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS((  

MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN REPORT TO THE CLERK WHICH CAN BE DISTRIBUTED TO OTHER COUNCILLORS.  THIS WILL ENABLE THE MEETING TO RUN EFFICIENTLY AND EFFECTIVELY.  COUNCILLORS WILL THEN BE ABLE TO BRING UP ANY POINTS THAT THEY FEEL ARE RELEVANT TO THE PARISH COUNCIL AND ASK QUESTIONS OF THE COUNCILLOR WHO HAS SUBMITTED THE REPORT.

To RECEIVE any reports from Members who wish to give a report and/or who are representatives on Committees, Working Groups, Outside Bodies, and other meetings that Members or the Clerk have attended and which, if available, will be reproduced at Appendix 2 if they have been submitted by Members for inclusion, as follows:

a) Chairman’s Report – verbal report

b) Vice Chairman’s Report –verbal report

c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting 

d) Parish Councillors - verbal reports will be received if no written report has been submitted 

e) Queens Hall Charity Report – verbal report

f) Neighbourhood Plan Report – verbal report
g) EFDC Local Plan Report – Inspectors Comments – A verbal Report will be given
8.   FINANCIAL REPORTS( 
a)   List of Cheques & Monthly Statement of Accounts

To APPROVE the lists of payments for April, May and June 2021 and NOTE the 
account balances at the end of the month  - these lists will be circulated prior to the Meeting

9. LETTER FROM CLLR C WHITBREAD REGARDING THE PROPOSED RELOCATION OF THE POLICE HELICOPTERS FROM NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD TO LIPPITTS HILL(
(Members attention is drawn to the attached email on Appendix 3 and regarding the above which is self-explanatory.  Members are asked if they wish to NOTE the letter or to make any comments.

10.  REQUEST FROM REV LEE BATSON FOR PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE TO MEET UP WITH THE NEW REVEREND OF  ST ANDREWS CHURCH(
The Clerk has received an email from Rev Lee Batson, advising the following: 
“ Following  Revd Tom's departure,  Revd Jaimee Summers  has been asked to take forward the work of the church in North Weald.  A representative of the Parish Council is asked if they would be willing to meet  Revd Jaimee as it would be really helpful for him to  get a perspective  on the Parish, and the joys and challenges of living in it.  It would also be good for Jaimee to hear about the way in Parish Councils work.  I would be really grateful if you were able to meet with him”.
Members are therefore asked if a Councillor would put their name forward to meet, and the Clerk will ARRANGE a meeting.

11. THORNWOOD ALLOTMENT HOLDERS
Following the installation of Barriers at the Parish Hall and the departure of the Covid 19 MTU Centre,   this Council undertook,  on a trial basis,  opening and shutting the barriers from 8am until 5pm for approximately 6 weeks.  However this was not really a successful exercise.  Anti-Social behaviour  and unauthorised parking still continued.  Therefore the Clerk and the Thornwood Ward Councillors made the decision under Delegated Powers to keep the barriers locked whilst the hall was not being used.  Unfortunately, this caused a major concern to Thornwood Allotment Holders who were unable to access the Allotments by car during the busy spring/summer months when it was often necessary to bring in tools etc.
It was therefore agreed under the same Delegated Powers to allow Allotment Holders who entered into a signed agreement with the Parish Council access via the locked Barrier, by giving them the number of the padlock, after attending a meeting with the Ward Councillors and the Clerk and the PFO.  Currently eleven allotment holders have decided to sign the agreement.

12. WHEELERS FARM GARDENS ALLOTMENTS(
a)Moving of fence and Gate to create larger space for Car park at Wheelers Farm Gardens Site

Members will recall that the car park was subject to many concerns due to its size, and the inability of many of the users of the car park who have not been able to use it this year due to the inclement weather. The Chairman of the Environmental Committee and the Chairman of the Council have met on site, and it was agreed that the car park area could be increased by taking half of Allotment Number 44, removing the old entrance gate and the side fence.  All of this is well within the Parish Council’s Boundary.  It does not harm the security of the adjacent neighbour and will in fact make it easier for vehicles to utilise the car park.  The Clerk has received a letter of complaint from the adjacent neighbour about the removal of the gate and the fence.  However Members are asked to note that the gate which is in situ, is old and has not been locked in a number of years.  The extension of the Car Park would be an improvement.  It would be difficult to put down ‘type one media’ or concrete on the existing car park as the gate to the front of the site which was installed by the adjacent neighbour is too small to allow a builders van through with a large amount of building materials on it to place on the current surface of the car park, therefore any building materials have to be brought in by smaller vans involving more expense.  However the decision is for Members to make, therefore Members are asked to confirm that they wish to go ahead with the expansion of the car park which would benefit the majority of those Wheelers Farm Allotment Tenants who do use the car park.  Members are asked to note Allotment 44 has already been divided and is already rented out and being cultivated.
b)Fences, Trees, Hedges, Vermin 

The Clerk met with Cllr Holly Whitbread and Ms D Fenton Director Housing & Property EFDC on Thursday 10th June, to discuss the concerns of both Allotment Holders on Wheelers Farm Gardens and Residents in Cyril Hawkins Close in relation to fences, trees, hedges, and vermin.  The Clerk explained that the Allotments had been there since 1972, and that Members of the Parish Council had already discussed this site on numerous occasions and felt that the developers of the properties really should have undertaken more ’homework’ into what concerns the residents of the new development may encounter living in such close proximity to such a well establish allotment site.  The Clerk explained that some work to parish council owned trees on the parish council side of the boundary would shortly be undertaken. It was agreed that Ms Fenton would come back to the Clerk regarding work to fences and trees on the other side of the boundary.  Cllr Holly Whitbread advised that she was extremely impressed with the allotments and how well used they were, and what an inspiration for those experiencing social isolation they must have been over lockdown.  She was especially impressed that there was only one vacancy and that there was now a Community Allotment in place which had been achieved with funding from EALC and ECC Locality Funding, also help from EFDC Community Officer.  She spoke of the work of the Allotment Warden who helped to achieve this.
13. MEETING WITH COUNCILLOR CHRIS WHITBREAD ON VARIOUS MATTERS
Members are advised that Council Alan Buckley and Cllr Andy Irvine met with Cllr Whitbread during June in relation to the HMRC site and Hastingwood Traffic Issues.  Cllr Buckley first met with Cllr Whitbread and Nick Dawe, Chief Operating Officer at EFDC.  He then attended a meeting with Cllr Irvine and Cllr Whitbread.  Notes from both these meetings are attached at Appendix 4.
Cllr Buckley has also attended an informal meeting with Arthur Moreton regarding Heritage Matters on North Weald Airfield, Cllr Buckley will give Members a verbal update of that meeting.

14. EPPING & ONGAR RAILWAY – TEMPORARY PARKING RESTRICTIONS – STATION ROAD & TEMPEST MEAD

The clerk received an enquiry from Dean Walton – Manager, Epping, and Ongar Railway regarding their Christmas Season.  The email reads: 

“As part of the planning for our Christmas season when we expect to see more visitors to the Railway, I am enquiring about the possibility of introducing temporary parking restrictions in Station Road between the entrance to Tempest Mead and the High Road. My suggestion would be to have this in place on weekends in December, and some evenings in November/December/January.

Can you let me know how I go about making a formal application? My understanding is that I need to ultimately approach the North Essex Parking Partnership for a formal/permanent solution, but I am really looking for temporary solution that will help us all in the busy Christmas season. Also a formal application to the NEPP would require support from local authorites/councillors. As there are no residents actually on Station Road (there is a small cul de sac at the start of Station Road) then there is limited scope for consulting them.”
The Clerk advised Mr Walton to attend one of NEPPs regular Workshops to get advice from them as they are ECC Parking Authority.  It is understood that the advice he was given was to liaise with EFDC Environmental services in the first instance. We will await to hear what that subsequent advice is.
15. FLAGPOLES
The Clerk is still sourcing additional quotations for supply and fitting of flag poles for Thornwood and Hastingwood Halls. The Queens Hall have indicated that they would also like a Flagpole, however North Weald Village Hall have advised that they do not wish to have one.  This item will be on the next Agenda for confirmation of Quotes.

16. NORTH WEALD MASTERPLAN – MEETING WITH COUNTRYSIDE

Following the Meeting with Countryside Homes on Thursday 1st July, a Verbal Report on this Meeting will be given.

17. PARISH HALL AT THORNWOOD

Following Government Guidance on the 14th June, the full opening of the Parish Hall was delayed.  Two parties were postponed, and the Parish Council Face 2 Face Administrative Centre is only operating on a Wednesday morning.  This guidance is for dates between 21st June and 19th July.  The Clerk has updated all the relevant guidance, Risk Assessment, Posters and Signage.  Members are asked to contact the Clerk if they wish to receive any copies of these.

18. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2021(
Members initial attention is drawn to the item on the Confidential Sheet for some background information in relation to the Memorial.

It is hoped that events this year will be able to go ahead.  Therefore Members are asked to NOTE the date this year for Remembrance Sunday will be Sunday 14th November.  Members are asked whether they wish to set up a  small Parish Council Committee to meet during the day, in order that all matters relating to this year’s event can be discussed.  The first meeting to be held in the next couple of weeks.  However a Save The Date Invitation will be sent out. 
19. FLAG

The Flag was changed to the Armed Forces Flag for 5 days by Cllr Andy Tyler (as Cllr Bedford was indisposed).  Details were placed on Facebook.

20. REFLECTION BENCH

Essex Radio has picked up information from one of the Parish Council’s Press Releases regarding the Reflection Benches & Rainbow Stones.  As the Reflection Benches Project was initiated by Cllr Tyler the Clerk suggested to Essex Radio that he be interviewed by them, he will give a verbal report at the meeting.
21. OPEN GARDENS

Thornwood Open Gardens are being held on the 11th July, this will include the Allotments and the use of the Car Park at the Parish Hall at Thornwood.

22. PARISH COUNCIL OPEN DAY EVENTS 

It is suggested that these go ahead over 3 sessions in September for 2 hours per session, to be held at the following locations:

· North Weald Village Hall

· Parish Hall Thornwood

· Hastingwood

Each Session to last 2 hours.

The clerk and Staff will be organising events with the help of Councillors.

23. EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL HIGHWAY RANGERS(
(Members are advised of a large number of  Residents concerns in relation to the alarming differences in the service which is advertised on the EFDC Website to that which is actually offered.  A report attached at Appendix 5  which has been drawn up by J Tyler our Senior Admin Officer is self-explanatory, and members are asked to NOTE this report and to decide if they wish the Clerk to progress the report further.  Members are asked to further note that the report has already been sent to Cllrs Whitbread and Bedford.
24.   EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS  (
In the event that the Agenda contains Exempt (pink) pages, or an item needs to be discussed

confidentially, to CONSIDER the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman:

“That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity 

  would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 

  about to be discussed.”


There are currently TWO confidential items to be considered

�









· Document attached      (  Decision required

(  Document attached        ( Decision required

