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MINUTES

Meeting:	Planning committee meeting
Date:		23rd March 2026, 7.00pm
Location:	Queens Hall Community Centre, School Green Lane, North Weald

Councillors:   (7)  B Clegg (Chairman), A Buckley, T Blanks,  S Hawkins,  A Irvine* , P Etherington,
		R Spearman 
* for part of meeting
Officers in Attendance (2)
		Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer (meeting Clerk)

Members of the Public (2)
Members of the Press  (0)

P25.082   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (5)
Apologies received and accepted from Cllrs Bedford, Mrs Jackman, Kinnear, Lambert, and Tyler.

P25.083 OTHER ABSENCES (3)
Cllrs Born, Stroud and Ms Wood.

P25.084 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.

P25.085  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the previous Planning Committee meeting held on 26th January 2026 were AGREED and signed as a true record.

P25.086 REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were two members of the public present regarding EPF/0276/26.

[bookmark: _Hlk7426134]P25.087  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following comments on Planning Applications were AGREED and NOTED:

	No
	Application Number
	Location
	Proposal

	1
	EPF/0198/26
Caroline Brown
(Other HPP)
	The Rosaries, 
Harlow Common, Hastingwood, Harlow, CM17 9ND
	Proposed detached double garage including storage area.


	NOTED this application had already been decided.

	2
	EPF/0237/26
Klajdi Koci
(HPP)

	29, Princes Close, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6EW

	Two storey side extension.


	The Parish Council had NO OBJECTION to this application.

	3
	EPF/0267/26
Sukhvinder Dhadwar
(FPP)
	Woodside Place, 
Woodside, 
Epping, CM16 6LG

	Erection of dayroom and variation to layout of part of the site approved under EPF/0660/23.


	The Parish Council had NO OBJECTION to this application.

	4
	EPF/0503/26
Klajdi Koci
(HPP)
	96, Beamish Close, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6JW
	Proposed front porch.

	The Parish Council had NO OBJECTION to this application.



The following applications were NOTED:

	No
	Application Number
	Location
	Proposal

	1
	EPF/0154/26
Mohinder Bagry

	Brambles Tye, Vicarage Lane, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6ET
	Certificate of Lawful Development for proposed unheated front porch / cold lobby.

	NOTED

	2
	EPF/0196/26
James Rogers

	16, Beamish Close, North Weald Bassett, 
Epping, CM16 6JN
	Single Storey Rear Extension


	NOTED

	3
	EPF/0188/26
Muhammad Rahman

	Land at North Weald Aerodrome, 
North Weald, Essex

	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 4 Routing Management Strategy for EPF/2478/23 (Construction and Operation of an Operations Hub comprising commercial vehicle fleet parking (including offices, storage, and vehicle maintenance hangers) and associated infrastructure including fuel island, vehicular access, internal roads and paths, parking, cycle/bin store, security fencing/gates/barriers, lighting, and landscaping)).

	NOTED

	4
	EPF/0281/26
Sukhvinder Dhadwar


	Hastingwood House, Hastingwood Road, Hastingwood, 
Harlow, CM17 9JX
	Certificate of Lawful Development for three bay cart lodge and extension to existing driveway.


	NOTED

	5
	EPF/0451/26
Mohinder Bagry


	61, Upper Clapton Rugby Football Club, 
Upland Road, 
Epping Upland, 
Epping, CM16 6NL

	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition No. 10 Gas Protection Mitigation of EPF/1400/20 (Improvements to existing club infrastructure compromising a new all weather pitch and relocation of existing floodlights, improvements to the club's function hall, golf range and current car parking including the addition of further car parking spaces and associated development, and enabling development in the form of the construction of 9 no. new dwellings and associated development).

	NOTED – A query was raised as to whether or not there had been any response regarding the discharge of conditions for the flood lights at this site which had been challenged by this Council, and the meeting Clerk advised she had chased this but the enforcement officer was not back in the office until 2nd April 2026.

	6
	EPF/0502/26
Caroline Brown

	126, High Road, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6BY

	Certificate of Lawful Development for proposed change of use from C3 dwelling to C4 HMO for up to six residents.


	NOTED – The meeting Clerk explained to Councillors the Permitted Development Rules regarding this application.  Councillors expressed concern as to what would happen if any of the occupants had a vehicle as they would be unable to park anywhere near this location.  The meeting Clerk explained that this was not a matter considered in the legislation.   Councillors expressed their frustration in this regard.

	7
	EPF/0509/26
Caroline Brown

	126, High Road, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6BY

	Certificate of Lawful Development for proposed ancillary outbuilding.


	NOTED

	8
	EPF/0500/26
James Rogers

	96, Beamish Close, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6JW

	Proposed 3.8M Ground Floor Rear Extension at 3.0m height of eaves and 3.4m total height of extension with 2x Velux Rooflights


	NOTED

	9
	EPF/0537/26
Yee Cheung
	Burrs Farm, Foster Street, Hastingwood, 
Harlow, CM17 9HP
	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition No. 2 Surface Water Disposal and 3 Details of Electric Vehicle Charging Points of EPF/0537/26 (Erection of a commercial building and construction of an associated yard (retrospective)).

	NOTED

	10
	EPF/0548/26
Yee Cheung

	Hastingwood Farm, Hastingwood Road, Hastingwood, 
Harlow, CM17 9JX
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 5: Details of surface water and foul drainage; 6: Landscaping and 7: Parking of EPF/1175/25 (Change of use of part of existing building from ancillary residential storage to 1 no self-contained residential dwelling, with associated private amenity areas, landscaping and car parking).

	NOTED



P25.088  DECISIONS BY EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL
Planning Decisions for February 2026 were circulated to councillors via email on 3rd March 2026.

P25.089 EFDC LICENCES
a) Applications – none received.
b) Consultations – none received.

P25.090 PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE
None received.

P25.091 ANY OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO PLANNING
a)  Applications for information only
Following on from an enquiry made to EFDC by the Clerk in reference to two applications which were omitted from a Weekly List (as per the comment for noting on the Planning Decisions list for February circulated via email to councillors), Councillors were asked to consider whether Applications for Information Only should be included as a future agenda item.  A copy of the response received in respect of this enquiry was attached to the agenda.  Councillors understood the frustration experienced by the Office Staff regarding such issues, but felt it was vital these application remained on the agenda for noting, specifically given the example of EPF/0509/26 discussed earlier in this meeting, and the fact that if this wasn’t included on the agenda then Coucnillors would have no idea of the planning activity taking place in the parish.  Keeping such items on the agenda allowed councillors to be fully informed, even if they didn’t particularly like the outcomes. 

b)  Update on Larger Planning Applications within the Local Plan
The meeting Clerk provided a brief update as follows:

North Weald Masterplan Area:
· NWB.R1 – application submitted (EPF/1602/24) and discussions continue between EFDC and the applicant. No decision made yet.
· NWB.R2 – No application submitted yet
· NWB.R3 – Application submitted (EPF/2587/23) – Clerk and PFO due to meet with representatives of Vistry earlier that day, but had to be postponed.  Cllr Blanks advised that he had seen a report in the press that the Vistry Chairman had resigned, and that Vistry had suspended payments to suppliers and contractors, which he said sounds very dangerous and seemingly suggests a cash shortage at Vistry. 
· NWB.R4 – Application approved for intensification of the Employment area, despite the site being allocated for development in the Local Plan.  The meeting Clerk had represented the Parish Council at the EFDC Plans B meeting the prior week regarding this application (EPF/0080/25), and the Parish Clerk had also written to Cllr Bedford to address the concerns about the lack of appreciation as to the Masterplan in terms of deciding and presenting this application.  
· NWB.R5 – No application submitted

North Weald Airfield – No updates

Thornwood:
· Happy Grow Garden Centre – Clerk and PFO had short informal meeting with applicants and agent regarding the site, and noted applicants interest in possibly developing out the front part of site.  Advised to respond to the Neighbourhood Plan consultation.
· Tudor House – well underway, but understood properties are not selling particularly quickly.

Cllr Irvine asked if updates would be available regarding the Solar Farms, to which the meeting Clerk confirmed they would be however at this stage no applications had been received.

Meeting closed 7.46pm

Signed ...................................	Date     ..............................................
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