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MINUTES

Meeting:	Planning committee meeting
Date:		26th January 2026, 7.00pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

Prior to the meeting Members were give a brief Update on the Development Sites in the Local Plan, 
Details of these have been shown in the Minutes under other matters relating to planning. 

Councillors:   (7)  B Clegg (Chairman), A Buckley, T Blanks,  S Hawkins,  A Irvine , S Jackman MBE, 
P Etherington 

Officers in Attendance (2)
		Susan De Luca – Clerk to the Council
		Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer

Members of the Public (0)
Members of the Press  (1)

P25.072   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (3)
Councillors: A Tyler,   Kinnear and Wood.   

P25.073 OTHER ABSENCES (5)
Cllrs Born,  Lambert, Spearman, Stroud, and Bedford.

P25.074 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest in any matters relating to the applications being discussed.

P25.075  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the previous Planning Committee meeting held on 5th January 2026 were AGREED and signed as a true record.

P25.076 REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no representations from Members of the public. 

[bookmark: _Hlk7426134]P25.077  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following comments on Planning Applications were AGREED and NOTED:
	No
	Application Number
	Location
	Proposal

	1
	EPF/0040/26
Mohinder Bagry
(FPP Minor)
	57, High Road, 
North Weald Bassett, 
CM16 6HW

	Extension of existing office building, new external materials including roofing, wall cladding, doors and windows, revised parking area and external details, including EV charging point, landscaping, and biodiversity enhancement layout plan.

	The Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this application, subject to the use already permitted and that it shall only be open to customers between the hours of 08:00 to 18:00 on Mondays to Saturdays and at no times on Sundays and Bank Holidays

	2
	EPF/2528/25
Mohinder Bagry
(Other HPP)
	17, Hows Mead, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6HB
	Proposed single storey rear extension with internal alterations.


	The Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this application

	3
	EPF/2615/25
Nathaniel Raimi
(Other HPP)
	11, Oak Piece, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6JH
	Proposed ground floor rear and side extension with overhanging roof projecting over the shared driveway.

	The Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this application, however there is concern that there is extremely limited space regarding access for vehicles along the driveway.  The Council would like to bring this to the attention of the Planning Officer. 2.9 metres is the normal size for a parking space and this access to width of the driveway falls below this at approximately 2 metres. 

	No
	Application Number
	Location
	Proposal

	4
	EPF/0122/26
Hannah Collins
(Minor FPP)
	Units 27 & 29, 
Weald Hall Farm Commercial Centre, 
Canes Lane, 
ESSEX, CM16 6FJ
	Installation of an enclosed biomass boiler, an external wood chip silo and associated flue.


	The Parish Council NOTES this application.  The Council has reviewed the submitted planning application for the installation of a biomass boiler at the proposed site. Members acknowledge the importance of exploring sustainable energy solutions and as always, appreciate being consulted as part of the planning process. At this time, however, the Parish Council is not in a position to make comment on the proposal. None of the councillors in attendance at the Planning Committee possess the specialist knowledge required to evaluate the technical operation of biomass boiler systems or to fully understand their potential impacts on local residents, air quality, noise levels on the wider environment. Given the complexity of the technology and the potential implications for the surrounding area, the Council requests that the planning officer seeks guidance from appropriately qualified experts. Independent technical advice on emissions, safety, environmental impact, and compliance with relevant regulations would be essential in ensuring that any decision is well‑informed and in the best interests of the community. The Parish Council remains willing to comment further should additional information or expert assessments be provided to them.



The following applications were NOTED:

	No
	Application Number
	Location
	Proposal

	1
	EPF/0009/26
Marie-Claire Tovey

	18, Bassett Gardens, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6DB

	erection of a single-storey rear extension to this semi-detached bungalow


	NOTED

	2
	EPF/0085/26
Suleman Uddin

	18, Pike Way, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6BL

	Certificate of Lawful Development for proposed hip to gable loft conversion with rear dormer and front roof lights.


	NOTED

	3
	EPF/1574/25
Muhammad Rahman
(Approval of DRC)
	North Weald Airfield, Epping Road, 
North Weald Bassett, Epping

	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 14 (LEMP) and 15 (BES) of EPF/2478/23 (Construction and Operation of an Operations Hub comprising commercial vehicle fleet parking (including offices, storage, and vehicle maintenance hangers) and associated infrastructure including fuel island, vehicular access, internal roads and paths, parking, cycle/bin store, security fencing/gates/barriers, lighting, and landscaping).

	NOTED

	4
	EPF/0101/26
Sukhvinder Dhadwar
(Approval of DRC)
	Tudor House, 
High Road, 
Thornwood, 
Epping, CM16 6LT

	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition number 3 - external finishes and number 9 - Remediation Statement (Phase 1b (only) of EPF/0007/24 (Residential development comprising residential dwellings (Use Class C3), together with car parking, garden spaces,  a flexible café/commercial use (Use Class E) with vehicular access from High Road (B1393) external landscaping and associated development).

	NOTED



P25.078  DECISIONS BY EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL
These were circulated on the 7th January.

P25.079 EFDC LICENCES
a) Applications – none received.
b) Consultations – none received.

P25.070 PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE
None.

P25.071 ANY OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO PLANNING
a) Cllr Blanks made comment on the cleansing schedule for Vicarage Lane East, advising he was aware of a local resident who undertook picking up the litter in that area.  He asked if this was on a schedule for litter picking by EFDC’s contractors.  The Clerk would undertake to get this information.  Cllr Clegg advised there were a number of residents who were volunteer litter pickers in Thornwood and wondered if this was the case with this resident.  Cllr Buckley advised that he still queries how often the litter picker attends the High Road in North Weald.  The Clerk confirmed she would ask for the information.
b) Cllr Blanks advised that a drain cover had been damaged by a waste vehicle in Harrison Drive. The Clerk advised she would report to the appropriate authorities.
c) [bookmark: _Hlk220422910]Update on Local Sites within the Local Plan:  Cllr Irvine had asked if it would be possible to be given an update on what the current situation is with sites in the Local Plan. He was often asked by local residents, and would like to be able to pass on timely information to them. The PFO gave a brief resume to Members as follows:

(i)NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD MASTERPLAN – Agreed in 2023, changes to the  Airfield Market Parking, Google Application passed, nothing else further to report as at this time.

(ii) COUNTRYSIDE/VISTRY – The last that we were told is that the application was put on hold as National Highway were not happy with the situation regarding the M11 Roundabout. We understand that Countryside/Vistry will now decide whether or not they want to put in planning application knowing it may be refused, and therefore the possibility of appeal.

(iii) LATTON PRIORY – We understand that there are changes to access roads, we have not privy to anything else.  There are likely to be lots of behind the scenes discussions which do not include the Parish Council, however we are aware that there was a Health Impact Assessment update issued on the 4th November 2025.

(iv) SOLAR FARMS – Stapleford Tawney, rejected by EFDC Planning Committee, no news on Upland Road (not decided) or Foster Street.  Clerk will send email to Company promoting the Foster Street Solar Farm. Clerk will contact company again as there was meant to be a meeting with residents in January.

It was agreed to add the update on larger planning applications to the Planning Agenda once a month.

Meeting Closed 19.53


Signed ...................................	Date     ..............................................
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