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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

MINUTES



Meeting:	Parish Council meeting
Date:		5th October 2026, 7.30pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

PRESENT: 	(9)  Cllr Buckley (Chairman), 	Cllr Spearman, Cllr Hind, Cllr Clegg, Cllr Mrs Hawkins, Cllr Mrs Etherington, Cllr Mrs Jackman, Cllr Tyler, Cllr Ms Wood

Officers in Attendance (1)
	Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer, and meeting clerk

Members of the Public (3) – Inc EFDC Cllr Gupta, ECC Cllr K McIvor, and one resident 
Members of the Press  (1) 

C26.125 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (4)
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Lambert, Cllr Kinnear, Cllr Irvine, and Cllr Blanks.

C26.126 OTHER ABSENCES (1)	
Cllr Born and Cllr Stroud.

C26.127 MINUTES
Councillors AGREED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th September 2026.

C26.128 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

C26.129  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no questions.

C26.130 REPORT OF THE ACTING PROPER OFFICER
In the absence of the Clerk, the PFO provided an update on current matters as follows:
a) Sleepers and Plaques at shops in NW, inc sponsorship – in hand, and contractor chased
b) Liaison with Cllr McIvor regarding roadworks along NW High Road, who assisted in resolving the matter
c) Request for improved play facilities at Thornwood – liaising with local resident about improved facilities, advised regarding S106 monies, and that further liaison with community would take place when funds received. 
d) Cemetery matters (being dealt with by Senior Admin Officer)
e) Process of historical paperwork being digitalised, and will subsequently go to Essex Records Office or disposed of.
f) Tree Risk Assessment undertaken, and will be placed on the November Open Spaces and Environmental Committee for consideration (agenda being compiled by Senior Admin Officer)
g) CCTV request Essex Police – Theft of motor vehicle outside Thornwood Hall 24/9, well organised theft of motor vehicle, CCTV sent to police.  Cllr Mrs Hawkins advised there was also an attempted burglary in Duck Lane, and suggested an occasional patrol car around the area would be helpful.
h) Report on social media that Pheonix not being used to house migrants – Chairman gave the following statement:
‘As you may be aware, the hotel currently providing accommodation for asylum seekers is due to close in the coming weeks. This marks a significant change for those living there, as well as for our local community. At this time, it is important that we approach the situation with compassion, understanding and respect for everyone affected. Regardless of individual circumstances, many people associated with the hotel have become part of the wider community during their stay, and periods of change and uncertainty can be challenging for all concerned. As a Parish Council, our focus remains on promoting community cohesion, supporting local residents, and encouraging kindness and neighbourliness. We would like to thank local organisations, volunteers and residents who have contributed positively and constructively throughout this period. We hope that the transition ahead will be managed smoothly and with consideration for both those leaving the accommodation and the local community, and we wish everyone involved the very best for the future.’

C26.131 REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported on the renewal of the sleepers outside the front of the shops in North Weald, which after installation would be painted and the plaques placed on them.  He also advised that maintenance of the garden box on the village green in North Weald would need to be considered by the Environmental Committee following the stepping down of members of the now closed preservation society who used to manage this area at no cost. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – Cllr Mrs Hawkins reported that the weather had improved meaning there was some growth on the allotments.

c) District & County Councillors Reports – Cllr Gupta provided a verbal report, advising there was considerable concern locally about the recent spate of crimes in the Parish, with two of his neighbours properties having been burgled.  He had heard earlier in the day that Waitrose in Buckhurst Hill had also been targeted, so this issue was district wide.  He also advised that he had attended the recent Suicide Prevention Awareness event at Greenacres, and found the event very interesting, the speakers were very good, and he learnt a lot about the situation.

Cllr K McIvor reminded Councillors about the ‘Tell Us’ page on ECC website where you can report a Highway issue and will receive a reference number that can be tracked.  This also allows Cllr McIvor to escalate the matter if necessary if there is no action after a period of time.   Cllr McIvor asked if the Council had sufficient salt reserves for the winter, and advised that request for salt could be put in via the ECC website if needed.  The Chairman stated that the matter of yellow grit boxes had been discussed a number of times in the past.    Cllr McIvor advised that she was intending on completing a walk around in Thornwood in the coming few weeks as she was aware of a number of highway matters, and would hopefully be in a position to report back at the next meeting.  She stated that as a County Councillor she was present to be of assistance and help to the Parish Council, and the Council should contact her if there were any issues or concerns. 

       d)  Parish Councillors Reports - 	Cllr Clegg reported on community speedwatch activity at Weald Bridge Road a few weeks back, with 15% of vehicles speeding.   Cllr Clegg asked Cllrs McIvor and Gupta a question, asking if they could confirm their response by Monday next week as this was relevant to the planning meeting.  He asked ‘as Chairman of the planning committee, he would like to know before next Monday’s meeting as to whether EFDC have met the percentage criteria for Gypsy and Traveller sites in the whole of the district’.  Cllr McIvor advised that she was unsure, but would find out and report back to the Parish Office.  The PFO advised that it was her understanding that the latest position of EFDC was that they were not meeting their land supply requirements, but would wait to hear back from Cllr McIvor to confirm.  Cllr Clegg stated that it was possible next weeks planning meeting would have significant interest from the public, and as the Chairman of that committee, he would like to clearly understand EFDCs position.   

e) Queens Hall Charity Report – No report

f) Highways – Councillors noted that the dip in the road opposite the new Carpenters Yard development had been reported to ECC again, and had also been escalated to Cllr McIvor to progress via urgent repairs.  Cllr McIvor stated that she was fully aware of this dip, and has raised the matter at ECC and was waiting for some action.  She also mentioned the considerable amount of roadworks along  Thornwood Road over recent months.

C26.132 FINANCIAL REPORTS
The PFO apologised that she had not had quite enough time to complete the cheque list for September, and that this would be sent the following day with approval on the November agenda.  In terms of the CCLA interest, the latest report showed that on 2nd October interest of £475.69 was received.   

C26.133 UPDATE ON MEETINGS

a) Meeting 30th July regarding proposed and approved housing developments in the Parish, and traffic issues related to North Weald Market
i. Councillors noted the following updates on outstanding matters regarding traffic issues relating to North Weald Airfield:

· Cllr K McIvor to request a traffic report for market days – Saturdays and bank holidays – Cllr McIvor gave a live update in the meeting, stating that she had attended North Weald Market almost every Saturday over the last few months and she was extremely conscious of the local concerns regarding traffic, and that she hoped everybody would agree that there had been a marked improvement in traffic as a result of the measures recently introduced.  She confirmed she had not received a single complaint over the last 2 months.   ECC had looked at traffic flow Monday to Friday and compared to Saturday, which showed that traffic of course increased but that it did not have a major impact on the road network.  Cllr McIvor confirmed she had asked for a meeting regarding the flow of traffic at the M11 roundabout, however had been advised this was a National Highways issue, but that she would do her best follow up on this.   The Chairman asked if the fact there had been no issues was a result of a reduction in traffic going to the market, to which Cllr McIvor advised she was not sure, but that of all the times she had been there recently she had not seen any particular traffic issue that had  jumped out at her.  Cllr McIvor accepted Saturdays were busy, stating that she makes a point keeping an eye out for vehicles that are parked inconsiderately, or for any issue that needed to be addressed.  She stated that the closure of Church Lane seemed to be helping.  Cllr Tyler asked if the closure would continue after 31st October as information is that it would stop after this time, to which Cllr McIvor stated that she was pretty sure this closure would continue.   Cllr Tyler stated that he agreed the market traffic had improved, but that his concern had always been access for emergency services. Cllr McIvor stated that the market operators were very helpful and good to deal with, and that she would continue to monitor the situation as it got closer to Christmas. 

The Chairman stated that he had raised the matter of congestion at the Canes Lane roundabout on market days numerous time, with traffic flowing south being unable to navigate that roundabout if there was market traffic blocking the road network, suggesting that ‘feet on the ground’ were needed to manage that situation.  Cllr McIvor stated that she really had not seen this issue recently, but if it did occur, evidence could be sent directly to her to action.  

· Changes to phasing of lights at Hastingwood Interchange – As stated, this was a National Highways matter outside the control of ECC, but Cllr McIvor would try and follow this up.

· Feasibility of introducing H-Bars in Blenheim Way – Cllr Bromwich had emailed to confirm he had scheduled a time to visit the sites and look at this matter, and would report back once he had done so. 

· Unified Q&A document for website – Cllr Balcombe confirmed both himself and Amelia had worked on this, but they were awaiting information from Cllr Bromwich on the H-Bars before it could be completed.

b) Meeting with representatives regarding EFDC Waste Services regarding Street Cleansing Issues
The Chairman reported that following a meeting on 12th August between the Chairman, Cllr Blanks, and representatives of EFDC regarding street cleansing issues in North Weald, the 9th October had been set to conduct a visit at the ‘hotspot’ streets in the Parish in terms of litter and fly tipping.

C26.134  COMMUNITY ASSETS AND POSSIBLE TRANSFERS
At the September meeting, Councillors were advised of the Community Asset Transfer (CAT) process being considered by EFDC.  This matter is expected to go onto the October Cabinet meeting for approval.  Councillors discussed areas of the land in the Parish that may be suitable for transfer under this scheme.  The PFO advised that the process was still to be agreed by EFDC, and that any areas of land proposed for transfer would require a full report to be completed by the Parish Council to confirm how it would benefit residents, remain in perpetuity, and why it should be transferred.  It was expected there may be a cost of transfer, and if such a cost was prohibitive, then the Parish Council could withdraw the request if they felt it was cost prohibitive.

Cllr Mrs Etherington provided an update on the meeting which had taken place the prior Monday with members of the Scouts Group, setting out the issues they were facing on their current plot of land near Queens Road, along with their short term and long term aspirations for the Scouts group.   She advised that there were over 70 scouts/cubs, etc,  that regularly attend the sessions, so it was a very well attended group, and that she would support the application to take on this ground.  

After further discussion, it was AGREED that once the CAT process was agreed by EFDC, the Parish Council should formally apply to take on the following areas:
· Pike Way (currently on lease) – 2033 expires 
· Bluemans End (currently on lease) – 2030 expires 
· Allotments rear of Bluemans
· Debt of honour
· Airfield Museum Green
· Airfield Museum
· Land opposite Airfield Green - the File Store
· Queens Road allotments


C26.135  GREEN BELT REVIEW
Councillors noted that EFDC and Harlow Council had appointed Arup to prepare a joint Green Belt Assessment, which will form part of the evidence base for future plan-making by considering how land within the Green Belt performs against the nationally defined Green Belt purposes and, where relevant, how grey belt land may be identified. The work is being carried out in 2 stages:
1. Stage 1 is a broad, strategic assessment of Green Belt land across the plan area against the national Green Belt purposes. It does not decide whether land should be released from the Green Belt, allocate sites for development, or determine planning applications.
1. Stage 2 will provide a more detailed assessment of selected areas, informed by the Stage 1 findings and any further plan-making requirements. This may include further consideration of weaker-performing Green Belt parcels and the identification of grey belt land, where applicable.

The PFO advised that statutory consultees were being invited to comment on the proposed methodology and assessment criteria for the Stage 1 Green Belt Assessment, the closing date for the consultation being 22 October 2026. The PFO explained that she had reviewed the documents, and that the methodology seemed sound, however it left North Weald Bassett Parish exposed in terms of small parcels and potential Grey Belt land.   Cllr Tyler set out that he completely disagreed with the constant erosion of Green Belt land, especially trying to allocate areas that could be classed as grey belt, and was extremely concerned about the proposal.  The PFO explained that this was stage 1, and the Parish Council was being asked to consider the methodology in terms of assessment, not if they agreed with Green Belt or Grey Belt, however she fully understood his concerns. The PFO stated that this action was now required as part of National Policy, with all areas in the country being asked to do the same.

Councillors again expressed their concern regarding the erosion of Green Belt, and the classification of Grey Belt, but on face value understood the general principle of the methodology for assessing areas.  It was AGREED the PFO would respond on behalf of the Parish Council accordingly, and would monitor future assessments and what it may mean for the Parish.

C26.136  COMPLETION OF EXTERNAL AUDIT 25/26
Councillors NOTED the conclusion of the external audit for 25/26, including the findings of the report of the internal auditor which was attached to the agenda.  These details have been published on the Parish Councils website in accordance with the legal requirements.

C26.137  NORTH WEALD ALLOTMENTS
Councillors NOTED that a grant of £1,000 had been received via EFDC Waste Services towards works to bring a number of unused allotments back into use at our North Weald Allotment site.   A date for a ‘cheque presentation’ had been arranged for 15th October 12pm at the Wheelers Farm Gardens Allotments.  The Chairman invited any Councillors who may be available to attend this event. 

C26.138  CONSULTATION SPEED LIMIT A414
Councillors noted that Essex County Council had published written notice that it proposed to make a number of orders under Sections 84(1)(a) and (2) and Part III of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), the effect of the order being ‘To permanently implement the current temporary speed limits’ along the A414’.  Attached to the agenda was a copy of the maps showing the orders, along with the order itself and a justification.  In summary, ECC proposed to permanently implement the 40MPH speed limit along the A414 broadly between the Talbot Roundabout and the entrance to Ongar (excluding the small areas of 30mph limits).  There were also further proposals along the A414 going towards Chelmsford.  

Cllr Hind stated that this was a very difficult and nuanced situation, setting out that he was fully aware of the recent tragedy at the Four Wantz roundabout in Ongar, stating that accidents such as these should not happen.  He advised he understood the proposed speed restrictions, however he had been approached by some members of the community who were not particularly supportive, and he wanted to know how other councillors felt about the situation.  He stated that some residents had accepted a reduction in speed was needed, but suggested it should be set at 50MPH.   Cllr Tyler stated that after the death of a friend of his on this stretch some 20 years ago, he fully supported the implementation of 40MPH.  Cllr Ms Wood advised that she had also lost two friends on this stretch, and fully supported the 40MPH proposal.  The matter of going from 40mph to 30mph as you enter Ongar was discussed, with a suggestion that this could in fact be 20MPH.  Cllr Spearman advised he would not support a reduction to 20MPH at this location.  Cllr McIvor advised that she could not elaborate too much, but following the terrible accident at the Four Wantz, urgent action was taking place to address the crossing and safety of the Four Wantz roundabout. The was a consensus that poor drivers would ignore the speed limits and drive recklessly regardless of what measures were in place. There was further general discussion, after which councillors AGREED to fully support the permanent implementation of a 40MPH along this stretch of the A414, asking the PFO to respond accordingly.

C26.139  RECENT CRIME IN THE PARISH
Councillors discussed the recent spate of crimes in the Parish in September, specifically in North Weald but latterly also in Thornwood.  The police had been made aware, and in addition the PFO had contacted Essex Police asking for an increased police presence.  As a result of this request, correspondence had been received as follows:
· Confirmation received that the Parish Councils concerns would be raised to the wider team and request patrols, however this would be subject to the requirements across the entire Epping forest District which the team covers. 
· Advised that officer levels were increasing in NPT after what has been both a very demanding summer and more broadly year gone with higher profile events across the Epping district for which NPT has been very much involved. 
· Comparison of crime rates between 2025 and 2026 for period 1st August to 16th October show a decline in crime year or year.
· Formal offer to hold a 'Lets Talk' event in the coming weeks/months – Suggested this is held in North Weald village. Also, offer to attend any parish meetings. 

The Chairman stated that he fully supported a meeting, however questioned how local awareness of the meeting would be raised, as historically there was limited attendance at such meetings.  It was noted the publicity could be by social media, EEF, Village Life, and the PC website.  Cllr Mrs Etherington stated that it wasn’t necessarily about the meetings themselves, but what follow up action was taken by the police after the meeting, as many people felt it was a waste of time because no follow up ever happened afterwards.  Whilst the provision of facilitating a meeting was supported, it was AGREED that further information should be obtained about the ‘Let’s Talk’ events, including if advice and feedback on crime prevention could also be a factor at the meeting.  The Chairman also suggested that the question should be raised as to if this Parish would be getting a replacement for PC Cook who had now retired. 

C26.140 150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE EPPING FOREST ACT 1878
Councillors were advised that in 1878, The Epping Forest Act was passed to protect Epping Forest from enclosure and development, preserve it as a public open space, and place it under the management of the Corporation of London.  On 8th August 2028, the act will be 150 years old.  The Lower Forest forms part of Epping Forest, and after liaising with the City of London, it had been confirmed that the land was covered by  The Act. The PFO advised that activities to celebrate this event were already taking place, and would continue to do so over the next 18 months to recognise this milestone. Councillors were asked to note and consider the following:

· An item would be placed on the November Open Spaces and Environmental Committee agenda to consider if / how the Parish Council may wish to celebrate this occasion.
· A formal invitation had been received from the Corporation of London inviting the Parish Council to be part of the official EF150 celebrations and a formal supporter.  Any activity or event considered and /or agreed at the Open Spaces and Environmental Committee meeting in November would form part of the official calendar of events.  The Parish Council had been invited to the EF150 Partnership meeting on Wednesday 11 November 2026 between 7.00pm-8.00pm in the canopy at the Warren in Loughton.   The PFO advised that a Councillor would be asked to attend this event on behalf of the Parish Council.

Cllr Clegg suggested that as Jimmy Waters was effectively the local historian, would it be possible for him to attend this meeting alongside a Council representative.  The PFO advised that she wasn’t sure, buy would contact the City of London to find out.    Cllr Mrs Hawkins suggested the local resident in the gallery may also wish to attend, however this local resident stated that she was already involved in the events, and would be happy for Jimmy to attend.   

Cllr Tyler took the opportunity to advise that his friend, Mark Smith, had been invited to attend the Remembrance Sunday event.

Cllr Spearman took the opportunity to state how disgusted he was that people were charged to park in Epping Forest, and that this didn’t used to be the case, asking Cllr McIvor and Cllr Gupta to make of note of this in case it came up.

It was AGREED that the Clerk would send out an email to all Councillors asking who would like to attend the event on 11th November to represent the Parish, along with contacting the City of London.  Cllr Tyler advised he was not available.

C26.141 ANY PLANNING APPLICATION OR PLANNING MATTERS TO CONSIDER
Councillors recalled it was agreed this item would be a rolling feature on the Parish Council meeting whilst EFDC remains under its Section 62A notice concerning planning applications.  Councillors NOTED/AGREED the following:

· North Weald Park Appeal (January 2027) – No update. 
· Latton Priory Appeal (December 2026) – Email from Case Officer advising that the Inspector advises that if a representative of the Parish Council wishes to speak at the Inquiry, he would find it helpful if any intended written statement is provided no later than 17 November 2026.  The Parish Council’s representations already made (including the letter of 14 October 2024) are before the Inspector as the basis of the Parish Council’s objection and concerns. By way of guidance, any statement to the Inquiry should not seek to adduce additional matters or new evidence of a technical nature.  
· Appeal Land east of Tawney Common - Proposed Solar Farm and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) with ancillary infrastructure including access, landscape and ecology improvements.  The Parish Council responded to the application in 2025 in support of the neighbouring Parish of Stapleford Tawney.  Cllr Hind asked if/how the residents of Stapleford Tawney would be challenging the appeal, and the PFO stated that given their history she fully expected this would be a Rule 6 response. Councillors AGREED they should still support the neighbouring parish, and that the PFO should respond to the Planning Inspectorate advising of this. The appeal inquiry would be held between 2-10 March 2027.  

C26.142  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY & BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY

a) Battle of Britain Commemoration Sunday 20th September
Councillors noted that an informal wreath laying service took place at the Airfield Memorial & Debt of Honour to commemorate the 86th anniversary of the Battle of Britain. The Chairman was joined by Deputy Lieutenant of Essex Rosemary Padfield, Epping Forest District Council Vice Chairman Councillor Janet Whitehouse, Essex County Council Chairman and Councillor for North Weald and Nazeing County Councillor Karen McIvor, Epping Town Mayor Councillor Razia Sharif, RAF 56 Squadron, ATC 414 (Epping & North Weald) Cadets and North Weald Airfield Museum.  Vice Chairman Councillor Shirley Hawkins laid a wreath on behalf of the Royal Norwegian Air Force132 Air Wing.  The wreaths were taken to the Cross of Sacrifice in the grounds of St Andrew’s Churchyard the following day.  

b) Remembrance Sunday Arrangements 
Councillors noted that preparations were well underway for this years’ events.  Invitations have been sent to civic dignitaries and local organisations.  Arrangements have been made to advertise the Community Luncheon in the next addition of North Weald Village Life magazine, and a copy of this invitation was in Councillor agenda packs.  Notices had already been placed on the Parish Noticeboards.  All councillors were encouraged to attend the lunch.   Councillors were advised that this year there were five local businesses sponsoring the service: Thornwood Grounds Maintenance, LVM Painting and Decorating, Davis Homes Estate Agents, Exterior Plas and GreenAcres.  All have sponsored £50 each and will have their logos printed on the service sheet.  Parish Office staff have been advised that the Arch Deacon of Chelmsford is now unavailable to officiate at this years’ service due to on-going difficulties with parishes who do not have a Vicar / Rector in place.  Councillors were advised that a celebrant (used by GreenAcres Living Memorial Park) had agreed to officiate free of charge.

C26.143  COUNCILLORS SURGERY
Members were advised that Cllr Tom Bromwich’s next surgery would take place on Saturday 31st October - 10am to 12pm at the Thornwood Common Parish Hall.

C26.144 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
It was resolved to excluding the public and press, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed.  

C26.145  BOWLS CLUB
Councillors noted the update in terms of work to clarify a number of legal matters. 

Meeting closed: 20.49pm 


																	Signed .........................................................

																	Date .............................................................
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