[image: North Weald Bassett Parish Council Logo]North Weald Bassett Parish Council
  Parish Office, Queens Hall Community Centre, 
 School Green Lane, North Weald, CM16 6EJ
           
  Tel: 01992 952777        Email: clerk@northweald-pc.gov.uk
                                        Web Site:  www.northweald-pc.gov.uk
 Clerk to the Council.
Susan De Luca 

NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

NOTICE OF MEETING
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk67569362]You are summoned to attend a Meeting of the Parish Council which will be held on MONDAY 2nd  NOVEMBER 2026 at 7.30 pm to transact the business shown in the Agenda below. This meeting will be held in the THORNWOOD COMMON PARISH HALL, WEALD HALL LANE, THORNWOOD.
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Susan De Luca
Clerk to the Council
27th October 2026
AGENDA




1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
To receive and CONSIDER the accepting of any apologies for absence.

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk41374791][bookmark: _Hlk198823270][bookmark: _Hlk138848018]CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
To AGREE the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th October 2026 as attached at Appendix 1.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk118199880]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public for a period determined by the Chairperson of the 
Meeting.   Please NOTE if the Clerk has not been previously notified of the Question, Council may have
to note questions and respond to them after the Meeting.

6. REPORT OF THE CLERK & THE ACTING PROPER OFFICER	
To RECEIVE a report or update from the Acting Proper Officer on Parish Council matters that staff have been working on.
1. Sleepers and Plaques at shops in NW, including sponsorship – some sleepers replaced, but additional work needed.  Grounds Maintenance contractor arranging. 80% of sponsorship received.
1. Cemetery matters (being dealt with by Clerk & Senior Admin Officer)
1. Process of historical paperwork being digitalised and will subsequently go to Essex Records Office or disposed of - Continuing
1. Tree risk Assessment undertaken, and will be placed on the December Open Spaces and Environmental Committee for consideration (agenda being compiled by Senior Admin Officer)
1. CCTV request Essex Police – Essex Police being written to and a more precise time window being requested 
1. Date for Police Community event – 2 possible dates given – awaiting confirmation of availability from Queens Hall.

7. [bookmark: _Hlk7692641][bookmark: _Hlk212566813][bookmark: _Hlk175563455][bookmark: _Hlk64997205][bookmark: _Hlk81238094][bookmark: _Hlk7692575]REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS  
Councillors are reminded that, if possible, members reports should be submitted in written form for noting only, this enables the meeting to flow smoothly and allows adequate time for discussion of matters appertaining to the Parish. Written reports, if available, will be reproduced at Appendix 2.

a) Chairman’s Report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report 
c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting – Copy of Report from Cllr Tom Bromwich who met with Cllr Alan Buckley, Chairman of the Parish Council , regarding some issues along the High Road, North Weald.  Cllr Bromwich has submitted a Report to Cllr Karen McIvor and asks that the Parish Council SUPPORT  this report (attached at Appendix 2).
d) Parish Councillors Reports 
e) Queens Hall Charity Report
f)  Highways – to receive an update on any significant changes to reports made.  

8. [bookmark: _Hlk155103885][bookmark: _Hlk41377292][bookmark: _Hlk94537280]FINANCIAL REPORTS
a)  List of Cheques & Monthly Statement of Accounts up to 31 October 2026
b)  Investments – Latest available report will be given

9. UPDATE FOLLOWING MEETINGS
Councillors will recall that Cllrs Buckley and  Blanks met with representative of TVS and Cllr Blanks in October, they will give an update on this meeting to members.

10. RECEIPT OF GRANT FUNDING FOR ALLOTMENTS
Members are advised that Specialist Fleet Services (SFS), TVS’s  waste fleet and maintenance contractor, made a  donation to support North Weald allotments as part of the social value commitments associated with its contract with Epping Forest District council. The initiative encourages contractors to deliver wider benefits for local communities alongside the services they provide. SFS has committed to supporting these objectives throughout its waste fleet and maintenance contract.  The £1,000 went towards clearing at least eight allotment plots at the North Weald site which have become severely overgrown with brambles and weeds, with debris and other items left by previous tenants. The condition of the plots means significant clearance work was needed before they could  realistically be offered to new tenants. The Chairman, Cllr Buckley, when accepting the cheque on behalf of the Parish Council said “A grant of £1,000 makes a significant difference by helping to restore currently unused allotment plots, making them accessible and attractive for new tenants. This investment will support the return of neglected areas into productive use, increase participation in allotment gardening, and ensure that this important community asset can be enjoyed by more local residents for years to come.”
11. COMMUNITY ASSETS AND POSSIBLE TRANSFERS
The office staff have submitted a formal request to EFDC to the transfer of the following assets to the parish Council:
· Pike Way
· Bluemans End 
· Allotments rear of Bluemans
· Debt of honour
· Airfield Museum Green
· Airfield Museum
· Land opposite Airfield Green - the File Store
· Queens Road allotments
· Scout Hut, Queens Road

EFDC will now undertake an internal review to assess this request in accordance with their agreed process.  Office staff are also liaising with the 3rd North Weald Scouts who attended the last meeting and who have invited North Weald Bassett Parish Councillors to visit the Scout Hut.  They have invited Councillors to set a time and date to meet, so Members are asked his could be arranged at this meeting.  It is suggested this is a day time meeting.
   
12. THRIFT SOLAR FARM REPORT 
The Planning Application  for the Thrift Solar Farm, which is in the Parish of Theydon Mount, is being considered on Appeal. Residents were advised via Social Media of the details of the Appeal and that they had until the 26th October to Appeal to the Planning Inspectorate.  The Parish Council responded to this appeal as agreed at the October meeting.  A local residents group have formally contacted the Parish Council stating their intention become a Rule 6 party to the appeal, and have engaged legal counsel in this regard.  They have asked if North Weald Bassett Parish Council would be willing to contribute any financial sum toward their costs.  The Clerk will provide an update at the meeting on which Power could be used and the test in order to do this.

13. BUDGET & PRECEPT MEETING
Members are advised that the Budget & Precept Meeting is expected to be held on Monday 21st December 2026.  Members are asked to send in any items that they wish to be considered to either Responsible Financial Officer or the Clerk prior to the 30th November, in order that these items can be included within the documentation for the meeting.

14.  150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE EPPING FOREST ACT 1878  
Further to the last meeting, members discussed this meeting at considerable length, and various matters were discussed.  Members were also advised that this matter had been referred to the Parish Councils Environmental & Open Spaces which is expected to meet on the 7th December, subject to Council agreement.  Members were also advised that an Invitation had been received from: The Corporation of London to the EF150 Partnership meeting on Wednesday 11 November 2026 between 7.00pm-8.00pm in the canopy at the Warren in Loughton.  Councillors were asked to CONFIRM which Councillor would be happy to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.  As of the date of compiling the agenda, no confirmation had been received. The PFO has requested if a member of the public can attend (as discussed at the October meeting) and have chased up this request.  Members are asked if they had made a decision as to if they are able to attend.

15. MEETING DATES FOR DECEMBER
Members are asked to AGREE the following dates for December Meetings:
· Monday December  7th  - Meeting of the Environmental & Open Spaces Committee
· Monday December 21st – Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee (Budget) 

16.  CHANGE OF TIME FOR FUTURE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The Clerk has received a request from a Councillor to change the start time for Parish Council Meetings from 7.30pm to 7.00pm. Members are asked to CONSIDER this change, which would necessitate a permanent change to Standing Orders.

17. CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR ARRANGEMENTS
With Members approval, the Parish Council Office will be closing on 21st December and re-opening on 4th January 2027. The Clerk and staff will of course be on call for any emergencies and for the Cemetery. The staff will take annual leave over this period (when it does not fall in with the statutory days). It should be noted that the Finance and General Purposes Meeting (budget) has been scheduled for 21st December with the Parish Council Meeting scheduled for Monday 4th January 2027.

18. ANY PLANNING APPLICATION OR PLANNING MATTERS TO CONSIDER 
Councillors will recall it was agreed this item would be a rolling feature on the Parish Council meeting whilst EFDC remains under its Section 62A notice concerning planning applications.  Councillors are asked to NOTE the following:
· At the October EFDC Council meeting, EFDC agreed to amend their internal processes in line with the nationally imposed Scheme of Delegation for how planning applications are decided, albeit confirmed they would be writing to Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government to express their concern and disappointment at this.  A copy of the webcast from the meeting, along with the relevant documents, can be found at Council - Thursday 22 October 2026, 7:00pm - Start video at 1:15:29 - Epping Forest District Council webcasts
· EFDC has approved a Section 62A Action Plan has to be submitted to Government.  This action is needed as without doing so, the Council cannot get the designation removed. Removal of the designation would restore the Council as the sole decision-maker for major planning applications within the District.

19. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY & BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY 
Preparations are well underway for this years’ events taking place Sunday 8th November.  Invitations have been sent to civic dignitaries and local organisations, and advertising of the event and the Community Luncheon has taken place, including in  North Weald Village Life magazine.  Notices will also be placed on the Parish Noticeboards.  All councillors have been sent invitations and are encouraged to attend the lunch.   This year we have five local businesses sponsoring the service: Thornwood Grounds Maintenance, LVM Painting and Decorating, Davis Homes Estate Agents, Exterior Plas and GreenAcres.  All have sponsored £50 each and have had  their logos printed on the service sheet.  This year we have 40 Wreaths  being laid at the Norwegian Memorial & Debt of Honour including the attendance of  two representative appointed from the Royal Norwegian Airforce and from the Royal Norwegian Defence Attache will be laying a wreath at the Norwegian Memorial in the late afternoon.  We have 79 people attending the Community Lunch.

20. EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL-  CIL 
Councillors may recall that EFDC published the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) draft Charging Schedule for public consultation between 28 July 2025 – 26 September 2025.  A total of twenty-eight representations were received focusing on viability issues in relation to the proposed rates. As a result, comprehensive updates were made to the CIL Viability Assessment 2025, which resulted in the CIL Viability Assessment Further Update, May 2026.   The revised viability evidence informed an update to the draft Charging Schedule in July 2026 which was presented to Cabinet on 14 September 2026. At the meeting, a further round of public consultation on the updated draft Charging Schedule (July 2026) was approved.  Councillors will recall from the September meeting that the office staff had already reviewed the document and raised concerns with Cllr Bedford and EFDC regarding the wording used throughout the document relating to read the document, and had raised a matter with Cllr Bedford regarding the wording used in the document in relation to North Weald Bassett Masterplan Area being a decommissioned airfield, which was both confusing and incorrect.  Cllr Bedford had addressed with matter with EFDC, who had confirmed they agreed this was confusing, and that these amendments would be made as part of the formal CIL consultation process. This consultation is now open, and ends of 30th October, and as a belt and braces approach the office staff have formally responded to the consultation regarding this.  Councillors can view al the documents at Community infrastructure levy - Epping Forest District Council.

21. MACMILLAN EVENT – THORNWOOD HALL
The Parish Council has been advised by the organisers of the MacMillan Event that a total of £920 was raised. The event was held in Thornwood Village Hall, which was provided to them free of charge on this occasion.

22. PARKING – WEALD HALL LANE, ROWLEY MEAD, DUCK LANE & OTHER AREAS IN THORNWOOD 
Following on from the last Parish Council Planning Meeting the following was agreed when discussing a recent planning application:
Whilst ECC Highways have not objected to this application, it is noted that EFDC is unable to complete a full assessment of the impact of increased traffic on the EFSAC, with further information requested.  In a somewhat related point, Weald Hall Lane is a narrow lane, almost single track in some places, and additional traffic related to this site has the potential to worsen an already difficult situation.  The Parish Council will be taking up the general matter of Weald Hall Lane with ECC, however given the potential of large mobile homes and work vehicles accessing or leaving this site, the site occupants should ensure they respect the nature of Weald Hall Lane, its speed limit and its width, ensuring they drive safely and at a speed relevant to the road setting.  This is to ensure both the safety of all road users, occupants and residents in Weald Hall Lane, and to ensure a peaceful and integrated co-existence between the site and the local settled community.

The Clerk has also received an enquiry from a local resident (on behalf of a number of residents) in relation to parking issues in Weald Hall Lane, Rowley Mead and Woodside. It is understood that these residents are set to meet with Cllr Tom Bromwich on 31st October to discuss these issues. This council had, over the last few years been made aware of various issues with parking and traffic issues, not only in these areas, but also other areas in Thornwood, the majority of which have  been passed on  to Essex County Council who are the Highways Authority, mainly through one to one sessions at Councillors Surgeries, or via correspondence/communications.   The Clerk hopes to have received a report from Cllr Tom Bromwich after the meeting with residents.  Councillors are asked if they wish to take any action relating to this matter.

[bookmark: _Hlk156918287]23. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
In the event that the Agenda contains Exempt (pink) pages, or an item needs to be discussed
confidentially, to CONSIDER the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman:
“That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity 
  would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
  about to be discussed. However an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance.

NOTE: There are currently NO  CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS to be considered 
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