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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

MINUTES



Meeting:	Parish Council meeting
Date:		14th September, 7.30pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

PRESENT: 	(7)  Cllr Buckley (Chairman), 	Cllr Spearman, Cllr Hind, Cllr Clegg, Cllr Mrs Hawkins, Cllr Mrs Etherington, Cllr Mrs Jackman

Officers in Attendance (1)
	Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer, and meeting Clerk

Members of the Public (3) – Inc EFDC Cllr Gupta, and the Chairman of EFDC Cllr Alan Lion 
Members of the Press  (1) 

C26.097 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (7)
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Lambert, Cllr Tyler, Cllr Ms Wood, Cllr Kinnear, Cllr Irvine, Cllr Blanks, and Cllr Stroud.

C26.098 OTHER ABSENCES (1)	
Cllr Born.

C26.099 MINUTES
Councillors AGREED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th August 2026.

C26.100 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

C26.101  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
The Chairman welcomed the public present.  A representative of the 3rd North Weald Scouts was present, and addressed the Council regarding uncertainty over their current premises, asking if the Parish Council would be happy to meet to look at possible alternative options. He stated they were looking for a more permanent solution.  The Chairman advised that this matter was on the agenda as a specific agenda item, and thanked the representative for attending.

C26.102 DEATH OF HIS MAJESTY KING HARALD V OF NORWAY
Councillors noted that in addition to Cllr Stroud placing the Norwegian Flag at half-mast for 5 days, the Chairman had written to both Colonel Espen Andersen, Defence Attaché at the Royal Norwegian Embassy in London and Major Henrik Hanson Holm, RNoAF, following the death of His Majesty King Harald V.  A response had been received thanking the Chairman for his message, setting out that a public Book of Condolence had been opened at the Royal Norwegian Embassy in London and at the Honorary Consulate General in Edinburgh.

C26.103 REPORT OF THE ACTING PROPER OFFICER
In the absence of the Clerk, the acting Proper Officer provided an update on current matters as follows:
a) Absence of Clerk (addressed in confidential section of agenda)
b) Appointment of Administrative Support Officer (addressed in confidential section of agenda)
c) Request for funding of £1,000 via EFDC SFS (Waste Fleet) towards brining 8 vacant allotments back into use.
d) Query regarding data centre and community knowledge – PFO had responded in detail and read out the responses from the resident, who had suggested that the Council may wish to consider a leaflet drop to raise awareness about the Data Centre. 
e) Sleepers and Plaques at shops in NW, inc sponsorship – sleepers are being replaced, and plaques received.
f) Clerk drafted grant funding request for allotments via the Essex Community Foundation, however placed on hold whilst Clerk is off.     
g) EALC AGM being held on 15th September 2026 7pm-9pm and will be online.
h) Interim Internal Audit taking place 4th November
i) Meeting requested with developer concerning fencing around nature reserve in Thornwood – PFO confirmed she had completed a site visit, and clarified a number of matters with the developer, resulting in the fencing on two sides of the nature reserve not being touched, the northern fencing would be fixed, and that eastern fencing (concrete post and wire) would be removed and replaced with a better quality of fencing. 
j) Claim damaged streetlight o/s 5 Marconi bungalows – insurance company chased – being processed.
k) Still awaiting smart meter to be installed at Thornwood Hall so the Parish Council can export energy back to the grid via the Smart Export Guarantee (SEG) process.
l) EFDC running free working to introduce POWER: Planning Our Way to Energy Resilience – a tailored programme of support from Essex County Council, developed in partnership with Community Climate Action, exploring how residents, community organisations and councils can help shape, develop and potentially own local renewable energy projects.  Event is on Sat 3rd October From 10am to 12 noon at the civic offices. This had been published on the Parish Councils Facebook page, and Councillors were asked to contact the PFO if they wanted to attend.
m) EFDC Cabinet Meeting Supplementary Agenda for 14th September includes CIL information.  The PFO had read the document, and had raised a matter with Cllr Bedford regarding the wording used in the document in relation to North Weald Bassett Masterplan Area being a decommissioned airfield, which was both confusing and incorrect.  Cllr Bedford had addressed with matter with EFDC, who had confirmed they agreed this was confusing, and that these amendments would be made as part of the formal CIL consultation process.

C26.104 REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported on the renewal of the sleepers outside the front of the shops in North Weald, after which they would be painted and the plaques placed on them.

[EFDC Chairman Cllr Alan Lion arrived]
 
b) Vice Chairman’s Report – Cllr Mrs Hawkins reported that the weather had not helped with the allotment this year, and it was hoped more rain would come soon.  

c) District & County Councillors Reports – Cllr Gupta provided a verbal report, setting out that he had attended the recent community day at Greenacres, which was a great opportunity to meet local people and businesses.  He advised he met with the North Weald Mums who were campaigning for an adult playground, and had also met the Vet who had expressed her frustration about the lack of parking in North Weald following changes to the Village Hall parking.  The Chairman advised Cllr Gupta that other than the 8 spaces for Weald Common, the parking spaces at that location were for users of the hall and not general parking, and that you could get a maximum of 15-16 cars outside the shops in North Weald.  The chairman advised there wasn’t too much that could be done about this. Cllr Gupta reported on the recent burglaries in the village, and that he had mentioned this at the PFCC meeting the prior week.  He stated he would like to see the notes of that meeting, to which the PFO advised there would not be any according to the original invitation.  Cllr Gupta advised he had also attended the recent NWAM open day which he found extremely interesting. 

       d)  Parish Councillors Reports - 	Cllr Clegg reported that it was the same old story in terms of speeding along Upland Road, the last session being conducted on a non school day at 3.30pm, with 30% of the vehicles speeding, the top speed being 51mph.  They plan to attend Weald Bridge Road later this month.  Cllr Clegg also reported that his green bin had not been collected the prior week as it had apples in it, which he had now been advised should go into the brown bin.

e) Queens Hall Charity Report – No report

f) Highways – Councillors noted that the dip in the road opposite the new Carpenters development had been reported to ECC again.

g) The Chairman welcomed Cllr Lion to the meeting and invited him to address the Council.  Cllr Lion thanked the Council for the invite, stating that he was Chairman of EFDC for this municipal year, and wanted to get out and meet as many local councils as he could.  He would be chairing the EFDC Local Liaison Committee meeting this Thursday, and really wanted to understand the issues that Parish and Town Councils were facing, as well as encouraging them to attend these meetings which are specifically for them.  He advised that the meeting would be online at the request of local councils, to see if attendance could be improved.  He was aware that planning matters and communication were frequently on the agenda. 

C26.105 FINANCIAL REPORTS
Councillors APPROVED the monthly cheque list for July and August 2026 which had been emailed to Councillors.  

C26.106 UPDATE ON MEETINGS

a) Meeting 30th July regarding proposed and approved housing developments in the Parish, and traffic issues related to North Weald Market
i. Councillors noted that the meeting concerning proposed and approved housing developments in the Parish did not take place at the request of Cllr Balcombe.  This was due to the Planning Director at EFDC being on bereavement leave.  The Acting Proper Officer had requested a follow up meeting date.  Councillors will recall the purpose of this meeting was to provide an update to newly elected Councillors.  

ii. Attached to the agenda were the notes from the meeting regarding issues relating to traffic and the market (the notes being completed by the Clerk, with the green wording being proposed for inclusion by Amelia Hoke, EFDC).  The resultant actions from this meeting are listed below, along with an update received from Cllr Balcombe:
· Suggestion of email group to be set up – Cllr Balcombe advised he didn’t feel this was necessary as there were already communication lines set up, including via the Clerk.
· Request for grant funding via The Community Foundation / Google  Fund – PFO advised this was a query from the Clerk specifically related to The Community Foundation, and that clarification on these funding streams had now been received.
· Sign to be fixed more effectively at Church Lane regarding closure – Cllr Balcombe advised he believed this had been addressed.
· Cllr K McIvor to request a traffic report for market days – Saturdays and bank holidays – PFO had chased Cllr McIvor, but no response received as yet.
· Changes to phasing of lights at Hastingwood Interchange (Cllr C Whitbread dealing with) – information to be passed to Cllr K McIvor.  Cllr Bedford to speak with Cllr Whitbread regarding this.  Cllr Balcombe advised that due to not being re-elected, Cllr Whitbread no longer had access to historic emails, and could not address this matter.  Perhaps this was a matter for Cllr K McIvor to address.
· Feasibility of introducing H-Bars in Blenheim Way (Amelia Hoke) – Work started, but still awaiting information for Cllr Bromwich.
· Unified Q&A document for website – Cllr Balcombe – Not actioned at this stage
· Update / clarification on revenue generated by the Airfield – Cllr H Whitbread had clarified this matter directly with Cllr Blanks.

Cllr Mrs Etherington advised that she attended this meeting, but found it was more of a ‘district councillors pat yourselves on the back’ type of meeting.  She suggested the focus should be brought back to the issues experienced by residents.

C26.107  COMMUNITY ASSETS AND POSSIBLE TRANSFERS
Councillors noted that EFDC was looking at its Community Asset Transfer process as part of the Local Government Reorganisation situation.  This matter was considered at the 2nd September EFDC Place Scrutiny meeting and scheduled to be on the 14th September EFDC Cabinet meeting.  The PFO advised that this was a formal process where local community groups, including parish and town councils, could request asset transfers, subject to evidencing community need and perpetuity. Attached to the agenda was the report that went to EFDC on 2nd September.  Cllr Clegg set out that he agreed in principle with the idea, but expressed caution referring to the situation with the Rosario development where this Council was asked to take on the asset transfer of communal areas of the development, and any hidden costs associated with an asset transfer.   It was AGREED that Councillors would consider any areas of land they may wish to consider for this proposal, and it would be discussed again at the October Parish Council meeting.

C26.108  MEETING WITH SCOUTS
Councillors noted that a request had been received from the 3rd North Weald Scouts to hold a meeting with members of the Parish Council with regard to securing a location at which the Scouts can continue to operate in North Weald. The Scouts currently operate from a Hut in Queens Road which is owned by EFDC, however changes in the rental amount being requested by EFDC was causing uncertainty about the ability of the Scouts to continue at this location. This was mentioned earlier in the meeting under questions from members of the public.   The PFO set out that perhaps this was a two pronged approach. Firstly, the 3rd North Weald Scouts, or even the Parish Council, may have some scope to secure the land they are currently on using the process discussed in the prior agenda item – Community Asset Transfer.  This would provide certainty to the scout as to their ability to continue using that particular unit.  With regard to the long term aspirations to find a larger, more suitable location,  this was something that needed further consideration, and could be years in the making.  Cllr Etherington advised that if the Council was going to consider this, it shouldn’t be limited to the scouts, but perhaps other groups such as Brownies, Cubs, Rainbows and Guides for example.  Councillors AGREED they would be happy to have a meeting with the Scouts to discuss the matter further, and that the Clerk should arrange a meeting.

C26.109  WORKS TO ALLOTMENTS
Councillors noted that over the course of the past 2 months, considerable action had taken place to address the issue of unworked allotments at the North Weald site.  The Clerk and Acting Proper Officer had worked with the Allotment Warden at North Weald to address the problems.  This has resulted in a number of plot holders having their tenancies cancelled, with others placed on notice that a further review will take place in November and the state of the plot at that time would be a consideration in the renewal of their tenancy. In the past two weeks, at least 8 expression of interest had been received for allotment plots in North Weald.  Following on from the Chairmans’ meeting of 12th August, an application for grant funding of £1,000 had been made to EFDC to support the clearance of a number of overgrown plots that were not available for lease which will allow these plots to be made available to the community.  The PFO had been advised that this funding would be made available.   However, further funding was needed to undertake the clearance, and it was agreed these funds would be taken from the General Maintenance Fund.

C26.110  THORNWOOD COMMON PARISH HALL 5 YEAR ELECTRICAL INSPECTION
On 24th August 2026, the required 5 year Electrical Installation Condition Report was completed at the Thornwood hall.  The resultant summary was ‘Unsatisfactory’, and a number of recommended actions were suggested before 24th February 2027.   These recommendations were split into four groups:
· C1 – Danger present and risk of injury (0 results)
· C2 – Potentially dangerous – urgent remedial action required (1 result)
· C3 – Improvement Recommended (6 results)
· FI – Further investigation advised (3 results)
Attached to the agenda was a copy of the report, and a quote for works to remedy the issues.  Councillors AGREED to undertake the C2 action point immediately, with the remainder to be considered as part of the budget for 2027/2028.

C26.111  GOOGLE ESSEX DATA CENTRE COMMUNITY FUND – SUPPORTING NORTH WEALD COMMUNITIES
Councillors noted that the Google established Community Fund, which was being managed by The Essex Community Foundation, had now gone live on their website.  This fund is to support communities connected to its data centre developments in Essex, including the planned data centre at North Weald Airfield. The fund is administered by Essex Community Foundation (ECF) and provides grants to support charitable organisations in North Weald deliver projects that develop local opportunities, strengthen community connections and respond to local needs.  Further details can be found at Google Essex Data Centre Community Fund Opens for Applications - Essex Community Foundation. Councillors noted that this fund was separate to the £3m provided by Google to EFDC, and which was being administered by EFDC via The Community Fund process.  Councillors asked that the PFO advise the North Weald Mums of this possible grant opportunity. It was noted that this grant funding opportunity had also been posted on the Councils social media.

C26.112  NORTH WEALD VILLAGE HALL PATHWAY
At the July Parish Council meeting, a member of the North Weald Village Hall committee made a statement that they were still awaiting a response to a question from February 2024, and that no response had been received. At that meeting, the Clerk advised the representative that she would check all the emails that had been sent, as she was sure that a response had been sent.  As a result of this, the Clerk, the Chairman and the Senior Administrative Officer had all checked their emails and computers and had gone back to 2014 when this matter had first come up (some 12 years ago). They had compiled a 114 page dossier,  however in order to fully understand the whole scenario it was necessary to read both the responses from the Clerk and the information in the Parish Council Minutes, jointly. The Clerk subsequently advised the North Weald Village Hall of the availability of this dossier.  No response from the North Weald Village Hall has been received.  The Parish Council Chairman has read the dossier.  Councillors noted that the dossier was available in the Parish Office for anyone who wishes to view it.  Cllr Hind stated that as he was a representative on the Committee, he would like to work towards resolving any lack of alignments, and as such would like to review the dossier, and it was agreed to liaise with the PFO in this regard.

C26.113 ANY PLANNING APPLICATION OR PLANNING MATTERS TO CONSIDER
Councillors recalled it was agreed this item would be a rolling feature on the Parish Council meeting whilst EFDC remains under its Section 62A notice concerning planning applications.  Councillors noted the following:
· North Weald Park Appeal (January 2027) – Parish Council reverted to Interested Party from a Rule 6 Party as a result of timing constraints imposed by the Planning Inspectorate.   Full response has been sent to the Planning Inspectorate setting out the Parish Councils position, a copy of which was attached to the agenda.  Clerk advised she had been contacted by a planning consultant who stated he was representing a local residents, and had asked if the Parish Council would reconsider becoming a rule 6 party.  The PFO read out the statement submitted by the planning consultant, along with the email. Councillors stated there were numerous reasons why the decision was taken to revert to an Interested Party, and that this position would remain,  however the Council would be happy to liaise with the planning consultant on matters of mutual interest. 
· Latton Priory Appeal (December 2026) - Full response has been sent to the Planning Inspectorate setting out the Parish Councils position, a copy of which was attached to the agenda.
· Hastingwood Solar Farm application expected Q4 2026.
· Enforcement matter in Upland Road raised with EFDC. – Building at rear being used to live in.
· New NPPF came into effect 17th August 2026.
· New National Scheme of Delegation comes into force 31st October 2026 – full details will be on the next planning agenda.
· EPF/1167/26 – 69 /Weald Bridge Road – erection of three homes. Noted that this application was being reconsultation on, with the deadline for responses being 17th September meaning Council needed to agree a response at this meeting.  PFO set out the previous two objections from this Council – 1 was regarding encroachment onto byway and the other was because lack of parking.  Changes have been made to address objection 1, but changes have not addressed the second objection meaning the application was now 1 visitor space and 1 parking space short of the 2024 parking guidelines.  Councillors agreed to withdraw the first objection, but continue with and amend second objection.

C26.114  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY & BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY

a) Battle of Britain Commemoration Sunday 20th September
Preparations for an informal wreath laying to commemorate the 26th Anniversary of The Battle of Britain were well underway. Councillors are welcome to attend the event being held at The Airfield Memorial & Debt of Honour at 11am on Sunday 20th  September.  Arrangements have been made for the wreaths to be taken to the Cross of Sacrifice in the grounds of St Andrew’s Churchyard the following day.  There are around 12 wreath layers.

b) Remembrance Sunday Arrangements 
Councillors noted that preparations for this year’s Remembrance Sunday events were now underway.  Invitations would be sent out towards the end of September.  Councillors were advised that North Weald Village Hall Trustees had confirmed that North Weald Village Hall was available free of charge to the Parish Council for the Community Luncheon, and Councillors confirmed they wished to take up this offer of using the North Weald Village Hall for the luncheon. 

C26.115  COUNCILLORS SURGERY
Members noted that Cllr Tom Bromwich’s surgery scheduled for 15th August was cancelled due to him being unwell. There were no further details at this time with regard to a rescheduled date. 

C26.116  BRAMM AWARD
Councillors noted that this council had been awarded a ‘Silver Standard Award’ from the British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons (BRAMM) in relation to North Weald Bassett Cemetery.  This was following an application by the Clerk to enter the Cemetery for this award.  

C26.117  ICCM STATEMENT
Councillors noted that following the sentencing of Robert Bush, a Hull Funeral Director who plead guilty to preventing the lawful and decent burial of bodies, defrauding families who paid for services never provided, returning wrong ashes to grieving relatives, fraudulent trading of funeral plans, and the theft of charitable donations made in memory of the deceased, the ICCM has issued a public statement setting out that they welcome the Prime Minister’s commitment to support calls for greater regulation of the funeral sector.  They state this represents an important opportunity to deliver meaningful reform and restore public confidence in services that families rely upon at their most vulnerable. They acknowledge that the vast majority of those working across the funerary sector are dedicated professionals who care deeply about the families they serve. However, cases such as this, alongside those involving Fuller, and Elkin & Bell earlier this year, have understandably caused significant damage to the reputation and trust of our sector, demonstrating that sector-wide improvements can no longer be delayed. 

C26.118 DOG CONTROL ORDER CONSULTATION
Councillors noted that EFDC has had a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) in place since January 2024 for dog control.  This means it is an offence for a person in charge of a dog to:
· Fail to remove dog faeces deposited on any publicly accessible land within the district
· Fail to put a dog on a lead when directed to do so by an authorised officer, on any publicly accessible land within the district
· Fail to limit the number of dogs which a person may take onto publicly accessible land within the district to 4 dogs
· Fail to produce a receptacle (i.e. dog poo bags) for picking up dog faeces when requested to do so by an authorised officer, while walking any dog on any publicly accessible land within the district
· Fail to exclude a dog from specified fenced areas within the district
The current Dog Control PSPO is in place until January 2027, and in preparation for then, EFDC is asking for views on extending the PSPO.  There is a current consultation, which ends on 4th October 2026. Councillors AGREED they wanted to support the extension of this dog control order and should respond as such to the consultation.

C26.119 DOUBLE RED LINE ‘NO STOPPING AT ANY TIME’ RESTRICTIONS CONSULTATION Councillors noted that Colchester Council, acting on behalf of the North Essex Parking Partnership, in exercise of the delegated powers of the traffic authority Essex County Council proposes to make an Order To introduce Double Red (red route) No Stopping at Any Time restrictions at the Following Junctions within North Weald: 
1. The junction of Epping Road and Park Close, North Weald 
2. The junction of Epping Road and Hurricane Way, North Weald. 
3. The junction of Hurricane Way and Blenheim Way, North Weald. 
4. The junction of High Road and Kiln Road, North Weald. 
5. The junction of High Road and Wellington Road, North Weald. 
6. The junction of Church Lane and Lancaster Road, North Weald. 
7. The junction of Church Lane and George Avey Croft, North Weald. 
8. The junction of Church Lane and Wellington Road, North Weald. 
9. The junction of Wellington Road and Beaufort Close, North Weald. 

Attached to the agenda were copies of the maps for this consultation.   Councillors AGREED they would support the introduction of double red lines at these locations.  Cllr Etherington advised that consideration should also be given to the introduction of double red lines at the corner of Emberson Way, with vehicles frequently parking too close to the roundabout causing a safety issue for the school children.

C26.120  LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM
Councillors noted that on 7th September, the Government announced that Local Government Reform for Essex had been withdrawn. This is as a result of the government launching a review in light of new legal advice.  The Government confirmed that local elections in May 2027 will go ahead on existing council boundaries.

C26.121 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
It was resolved to excluding the public and press, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed.  

C26.122  ABSENCE OF CLERK
Councillors NOTED the situation regarding the absence of the Parish Clerk.  The PFO was currently the Acting Proper Officer, to ensure that all agendas and associated works could be legally completed.  

C26.123 APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OFFICER
Councillors NOTED the appointment of an Administrative Support Officer, expected to start work on 5th October 2026.  

C26.124  CORRESPONDENCE FROM PEER GROUP
Councillors recalled from the July meeting that correspondence had been received from the Head of Legal at Peer Group asking a number of questions of the Parish Council.  As agreed at the July meeting, the Clerk subsequently responded with the Councils response.  A further email had been received in relation to three questions that had not been answered by the Council as follows:
Council's confirmation of its intentions for the Property as follows:
· Whether the Council intends to carry out any development or erect any buildings or structures on the Property.
· Whether the Council intends to change the use of the Property from that of a bowling and social club.
· Any other proposed use or works currently under consideration.
Council stated that there was no Council agreement about the future of the site, and as such could not answer these questions, and that the meeting Clerk should respond accordingly.

Meeting closed: 20.33pm 


																	Signed .........................................................

																	Date .............................................................
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