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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

NOTICE OF MEETING
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk67569362]You are summoned to attend a Meeting of the Parish Council which will be held on MONDAY 5th OCTOBER 2026 at 7.30 pm to transact the business shown in the Agenda below. This meeting will be held in the THORNWOOD COMMON PARISH HALL, WEALD HALL LANE, THORNWOOD.
	
[image: Signature of Acrting Proper officer]




Adriana Jones
Acting Proper Officer	
30th September 2026
AGENDA




1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
To receive and CONSIDER the accepting of any apologies for absence.

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk41374791][bookmark: _Hlk198823270][bookmark: _Hlk138848018]CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
To AGREE the minutes of the  Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th September 2026 as attached at Appendix 1.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk118199880]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public for a period determined by the Chairperson of the 
Meeting.   Please NOTE if the Clerk has not been previously notified of the Question, Council may have
to note questions and respond to them after the Meeting.

6. REPORT OF THE ACTING PROPER OFFICER	
To RECEIVE a report or update from the Acting Proper Officer on Parish Council matters that staff have been working on.
a) Sleepers and Plaques at shops in NW, inc sponsorship
b) Liaison with Cllr McIvor regarding roadworks along NW High Road
c) Request for improved play facilities at Thornwood
d) Cemetery matters (being dealt with by Senior Admin Officer)
e) Process of Historical Paperwork being digitalised, and will subsequently go to Essex Records Office or disposed of.
f) Tree Risk Assessment undertaken, and will be placed on the November Open Spaces and Environmental Committee for consideration (agenda being compiled by Senior Admin Officer)
g) CCTV request Essex Police

7. [bookmark: _Hlk7692641][bookmark: _Hlk212566813][bookmark: _Hlk175563455][bookmark: _Hlk64997205][bookmark: _Hlk81238094][bookmark: _Hlk7692575]REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS  
Councillors are reminded that, if possible, members reports should be submitted in written form for noting only, this enables the meeting to flow smoothly and allows adequate time for discussion of matters appertaining to the Parish. Written reports, if available, will be reproduced at Appendix 2.

a) Chairman’s Report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report 
c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting 
d) Parish Councillors Reports 
e) Queens Hall Charity Report
f)  Highways – to receive an update on any significant changes to reports made.  Highway defect in Thornwood near Rosario Way reported on numerous occasions – latest update on ECC website is ‘inspection has identified a defect which requires a repair. When a date is confirmed for the work to be carried out you will be updated.’

8. [bookmark: _Hlk155103885][bookmark: _Hlk41377292][bookmark: _Hlk94537280]FINANCIAL REPORTS
a)  List of Cheques & Monthly Statement of Accounts up to 30th September 2026
b)  Investments – Latest available report will be given

9. UPDATE FOLLOWING MEETINGS
a) Councillors will recall the 30th July meeting with representatives of EFDC, including EFDC and ECC Councillors, with regard to the market traffic and what action can be taken.  Some of these matters have been resolved, however an update on the outstanding actions will be given, hopefully including:
i. Cllr K McIvor to request a traffic report for market days – Saturdays and bank holidays – Update requested
ii. Changes to phasing of lights at Hastingwood Interchange – Cllr K McIvor asked if she can establish if this has been looked at to address the extra traffic from the market
iii. Feasibility of introducing H-Bars in Blenheim Way – Cllr Bromwich addressing
iv. Unified Q&A document for website – Cllr Balcombe asked for update

b) Meeting with representatives regarding EFDC Waste Services regarding Street Cleansing Issues
Following a meeting on 12th August between the Chairman, Cllr Blanks, and representatives of EFDC regarding street cleansing issues in North Weald, it was agreed that a date would be set for a site visit.  A number of dates have been received, and it is expected a site visit will take place w/c 5th October.

10. COMMUNITY ASSETS AND POSSIBLE TRANSFERS
At the September meeting, Councillors were advised of the Community Asset Transfer process being considered by EFDC.  This matter is expected to go onto the October Cabinet meeting for approval.  Councillors are asked to CONSIDER if they wish to contact EFDC expressing an interest in taking on any EFDC owned land for the benefit of the community.  A brief update will also be given on communication with the 3rd North Weald Scouts. 
 
11. GREEN BELT REVIEW 
EFDC and Harlow Council have appointed Arup to prepare a joint Green Belt Assessment. The assessment will form part of the evidence base for future plan-making by considering how land within the Green Belt performs against the nationally defined Green Belt purposes and, where relevant, how grey belt land may be identified. The work is being carried out in 2 stages:
1. Stage 1 is a broad, strategic assessment of Green Belt land across the plan area against the national Green Belt purposes. It does not decide whether land should be released from the Green Belt, allocate sites for development, or determine planning applications.
1. Stage 2 will provide a more detailed assessment of selected areas, informed by the Stage 1 findings and any further plan-making requirements. This may include further consideration of weaker-performing Green Belt parcels and the identification of grey belt land, where applicable.

Statutory consultees are being invited to comment on the proposed methodology and assessment criteria for the Stage 1 Green Belt Assessment. The consultation opened at midday on 10 September 2026 and will run for 6 weeks, closing at 5pm on 22 October 2026. Full details can be found at Green Belt Assessment consultation - Epping Forest District Council. Attached to agenda at Appendix 3 is a copy of the Stage 1 parcel assessment map. Councillors are asked if they wish to comment.
   
12. COMPLETION OF EXTERNAL AUDIT 25/26 
Councillors are asked to NOTE the conclusion of the external audit for 25/26, including the findings of the report of the internal auditor which is attached to the agenda at Appendix 4.  These details have been published on the Parish Councils website in accordance with the legal requirements.

13. NORTH WEALD ALLOTMENTS
Councillors are asked to NOTE that a grant of £1,000 was received via EFDC Waste Services towards works to bring a number of unused allotments back into use at our North Weald Allotment site.   A date for a ‘cheque presentation’ has been provisionally arranged for 15th October 12pm at the Wheelers Farm Gardens Allotments.  Councillors are asked to attend this event if possible (subject to this date and time being confirmed).

14. CONSULTATION ON SPEED LIMIT A414 
Essex County Council has published written notice that it proposes to make a number of orders under Sections 84(1)(a) and (2) and Part III of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), the effect of the order being ‘To permanently implement the current temporary speed limits’ along the A414’.  Attached to the agenda at Appendix 5 is a copy of the maps showing the orders, along with the order itself and a justification.  In summary, ECC proposed to permanently implement the 40MPH speed limit along the A414 broadly between the Talbot Roundabout and the entrance to Ongar (excluding the small areas of 30mph limits).  There are also further proposals along the A414 going towards Chelmsford.  Councillors are asked to CONSIDER if they wish to respond to this proposal, the deadline being 16th October 2026.

15.  RECENT CRIME IN THE PARISH 
Councillors may be aware there was a spate of crimes in the Parish in September.  The police were made aware, and in addition the PFO contacted Essex Police asking for an increased police presence.  As a result of this request, correspondence has been received as follows:
· Confirmation received that the Parish Councils concerns would be raised to the wider team and request patrols, however this would be subject to the requirements across the entire Epping forest District which the team covers. 
· Advised that officer levels are increasing in NPT after what has been both a very demanding summer and more broadly year gone with higher profile events across the Epping district for which NPT has been very much involved. 
· Comparison of crime rates between 2025 and 2026 for period 1st August to 16th October show a decline in crime year or year.
· Formal offer to hold a 'Lets Talk' event in the coming weeks/months – Suggested this is held in North Weald village. Also, offer to attend any parish meetings. 
Councillors are asked how they wish to respond.

16. 150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE EPPING FOREST ACT 1878  
In 1878, The Epping Forest Act was passed to protect Epping Forest from enclosure and development, preserve it as a public open space, and place it under the management of the Corporation of London.  On 8th August 2028, the act will be 150 years old.  The Lower Forest forms part of Epping Forest, however is not specifically covered by the Act itself. The PFO is currently liaising with the City of London with regard to the Lower Forest and how this may fit it to any celebrations.  There are a wide range of activities taking place in the next 18 months to recognise this milestone. Councillors area asked to NOTE / CONSIDER the following:

· To NOTE an item will be placed on the November Open Spaces and Environmental Committee agenda to consider if / how the Parish Council may wish to celebrate this occasion.
· A formal invitation has been received from the Corporation of London inviting the Parish Council to be part of the official EF150 celebrations and a formal supporter.  Any activity or event considered and /or agreed at the Open Spaces and Environmental Committee meeting in November would form part of the official calendar of events.  The Parish Council has been invited to the EF150 Partnership meeting on Wednesday 11 November 2026 between 7.00pm-8.00pm in the canopy at the Warren in Loughton.  Councillors are asked to CONFIRM which Councillor would be happy to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.

17. ANY PLANNING APPLICATION OR PLANNING MATTERS TO CONSIDER 
Councillors will recall it was agreed this item would be a rolling feature on the Parish Council meeting whilst EFDC remains under its Section 62A notice concerning planning applications.  Councillors are asked to NOTE the following:
· North Weald Park Appeal (January 2027) – No update. 
· Latton Priory Appeal (December 2026) – Email from Case Officer advising that the Inspector advises that if a representative of the Parish Council wishes to speak at the Inquiry, he would find it helpful if any intended written statement is provided no later than 17 November 2026.  The Parish Council’s representations already made (including the letter of 14 October 2024) are before the Inspector as the basis of the Parish Council’s objection and concerns. By way of guidance, any statement to the Inquiry should not seek to adduce additional matters or new evidence of a technical nature.  
· Appeal Land east of Tawney Common - Proposed Solar Farm and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) with ancillary infrastructure including access, landscape and ecology improvements.  The Parish Council responded to the application in 2025 in support of the neighbouring Parish of Stapleford Tawney.  Councillors are asked if they wish to take part in the appeal, which will by way of an inquiry between 2-10 March 2027.

18. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY & BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY 

a) Battle of Britain Commemoration Sunday 20th September
An informal wreath laying service took place at the Airfield Memorial & Debt of Honour to commemorate the 86th anniversary of the Battle of Britain. The Chairman was joined by Deputy Lieutenant of Essex Rosemary Padfield, Epping Forest District Council Vice Chairman Councillor Janet Whitehouse, Essex County Council Chairman and Councillor for North Weald and Nazeing County Councillor Karen McIvor, Epping Town Mayor Councillor Razia Sharif, RAF 56 Squadron, ATC 414 (Epping & North Weald) Cadets and North Weald Airfield Museum.  Vice Chairman Councillor Shirley Hawkins laid a wreath on behalf of the Royal Norwegian Air Force132 Air Wing.  The wreaths were taken to the Cross of Sacrifice in the grounds of St Andrew’s Churchyard the following day.

b) Remembrance Sunday Arrangements 
Preparations are well underway for this years’ events.  Invitations have been sent to civic dignitaries and local organisations.  Arrangements have been made to advertise the Community Luncheon in the next addition of North Weald Village Life magazine.  Notices are ready to be placed on the Parish Noticeboards.  All councillors are encouraged to attend the lunch.   Councillors are advised that this year we have five local businesses sponsoring the service: Thornwood Grounds Maintenance, LVM Painting and Decorating, Davis Homes Estate Agents, Exterior Plas and GreenAcres.  All have sponsored £50 each and will have their logos printed on the service sheet.  Parish Office staff have been advised that the Arch Deacon of Chelmsford is now unavailable to officiate at this years’ service due to on-going difficulties with parishes who do not have a Vicar / Rector in place.  Councillors are advised that a celebrant (used by GreenAcres Living Memorial Park) has agreed to officiate, free of charge.

19. COUNCILLORS SURGERY
Members are advised that Cllr Tom Bromwich’s next surgery will be held on Saturday 31st October - 10am to 12pm at the Thornwood Common Parish Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk156918287]20. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
In the event that the Agenda contains Exempt (pink) pages, or an item needs to be discussed
confidentially, to CONSIDER the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman:
“That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity 
  would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
  about to be discussed. However an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance.

NOTE: There are currently ONE CONFIDENTIAL ITEM to be considered 
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