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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

MINUTES



Meeting:	Parish Council meeting
Date:		10th August 2026, 7.30pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

PRESENT: 	(10)  Cllr Buckley (Chairman), Cllr Tyler, Cllr Irvine, Cllr Blanks, 	Cllr Spearman, Cllr Hind, Cllr Ms Wood, Cllr Kinnear, Cllr Clegg Cllr Mrs Hawkins

Officers in Attendance (2)
	Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer, and meeting Clerk

Members of the Public (0)
Members of the Press  (0) 

C26.091 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (3)
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Etherington, Cllr Mrs Jackman, and Cllr Lambert.

C26.092 OTHER ABSENCES (2)	
Cllr Stroud and Cllr Born.

C26.093 MINUTES
Councillors AGREED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th July 2026, subject to one typing error.

C26.094 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

C26.095 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no members of the public.

C26.096 REPRESENTATION AT PLANNING APPEALS, AND THE EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
Councillors recalled it was agreed at the 27th July Parish Council meeting that this council would apply to be a Rule 6 Party at the Appeal for the following Planning Appeal:

	EPF/1039/25 – North Weald Park, Former North Weald Golf Course , Rayley Lane , North Weald Bassett (site unallocated in the Local Plan)
Outline planning application (with all matters reserved except access) for a residential-led mixed-use development comprising up to 600 dwellings (Use Class C3), a care home (up to 70 beds, Use Class C2), primary school, a local centre (Use Classes E(a) and E(b)), sports facilities, Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) and associated landscaping, infrastructure, and two access points off Rayley Lane (all modes) and Vicarage Lane (bus gate)


The were a number of reasons the Council took this decision, including:
1. The site is not a designated site in the EFDC adopted Local Plan
2. The village of North Weald Bassett has been allocated a minimum of 1,050 new homes in the Local Plan – to add another 600 to this number would almost double the size of the village.
3. The feedback from the Neighbourhood Plan consultations is that the Village Feel was one of the most highly valued aspects of the village of North Weald, with 83% of respondents stating that ‘Respecting the character of the area’ was one of the main things to consider when developing new homes. 
4. A lack of clarity as to how robustly EFDC would be defending their decision at appeal, and on what grounds their defence would be.
5. A clear commitment to providing the residents of North Weald Bassett with a voice at the appeal hearing, ensuring that local concerns and community interests were fully represented.

It was agreed at the 27th July meeting to appoint both consultants and a barrister to represent the Council and community, and Councillors CONFIRMED the appointment of Squires Planning to represent the Council at appeal, along with Clare Parry, Barrister.  

The PFO provided Council with an update on the work to date, setting out that a number of technical experts had been appointed to investigate the best approach at appeal.  It was noted that the deadline for the Statement of Case to be submitted was 11th August, so time was very short.  The PFO advised that a number of meetings were scheduled for the following day to consider all the points and issues, and it wasn’t until this time that a clear understanding of the Councils case could be understood.  As such, Council AGREED that the PFO should be issued with the delegated authority to agree this Councils approach to appeal given the tight timescales, and that she would contact each Councillor via email advising of this before end of business on 11th August 2026.

Meeting closed 20.15
														Signed .........................................................
																	Date .............................................................
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