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NOTICE OF MEETING
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk67569362]You are Summoned to attend a meeting of the Parish Council which will be held on MONDAY 10th August 2026 at 7.30 pm to transact the business shown in the Agenda below. This meeting will be held in the THORNWOOD COMMON,PARISH HALL, WEALD HALL LANE, THORNWOOD.
	
Susan Deluca

Susan De Luca 
Clerk to the Council	
4th August 2026
AGENDA




1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
To receive and CONSIDER the accepting of any apologies for absence.

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.
	
3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
To AGREE the minutes of  the Parish Council meeting held on 27th July 2026 which will be both emailed to Councillors prior to the meeting, and a hard copy tabled at the meeting itself.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk118199880]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public for a period determined by the Chairperson of the 
Meeting.   Please NOTE if the Clerk has not been previously notified of the Question, Council may have
to note questions and respond to them after the Meeting.

6. REPRESENTATION AT PLANNING APPEALS, AND THE EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS.
Councillors will recall it was agreed at the 27th July Parish Council meeting that this council would apply to be a Rule 6 Party at the Appeal for the following Planning Appeal:

Site: 	North Weald Park, Former North Weald Golf Course, Rayley Lane , North Weald Bassett
Ref:	EPF/1039/25 – Appeal Ref: AP-13673
For: 	Outline planning application (with all matters reserved except access) for a residential-led mixed-use development comprising up to 600 dwellings (Use Class C3), a care home (up to 70 beds, Use Class C2), primary school, a local centre (Use Classes E(a) and E(b)), sports facilities, Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) and associated landscaping, infrastructure, and two access points off Rayley Lane (all modes) and Vicarage Lane (bus gate)
Inquiry Start Date: Tuesday 19th January 2027
Deadline for Statement of Case – 11th August 2026

The were a number of reasons the Council took this decision, including:
1. The site is not a designated site in the EFDC adopted Local Plan
2. The village of North Weald Bassett has been allocated a minimum of 1,050 new homes in the Local Plan – to add another 600 to this number would almost double the size of the village.
3. The feedback from the Neighbourhood Plan consultations is that the Village Feel was one of the most highly valued aspects of the village of North Weald, with 83% of respondents stating that ‘Respecting the character of the area’ was one of the main things to consider when developing new homes. 
4. A lack of clarity as to how robustly EFDC would be defending their decision at appeal, and on what grounds their defence would be.
5. A clear commitment to providing the residents of North Weald Bassett with a voice at the appeal hearing, ensuring that local concerns and community interests were fully represented.

It was agreed at the 27th July meeting to appoint both consultants and a barrister to represent the Council and community, and the Council is now asked for formally AGREE the terms of this appointment.

Council is asked to CONSIDER that in accordance with the Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as this decision involves legal terms of a contract, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business.

NOTE: There is currently  ONE CONFIDENTIAL ITEM to be considered 
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