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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

MINUTES



Meeting:	Parish Council meeting
Date:		1st June 2026, 7.30pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

PRESENT: 	(10)  Cllr Buckley (Chairman), Cllr Clegg,  Cllr Blanks, Cllr Spearman, Cllr Mrs Jackman
		Cllr Hind, Cllr Ms Wood, Cllr Kinnear, Cllr Mrs Hawkins, Cllr Born
 
Officers in Attendance (1)
	Susan Deluca – Parish Clerk
	Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer

Members of the Public (2) – Inc EFDC Cllr Gupta
Members of the Press  (1) 

C26.033 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (3)
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Etherington, Cllr Tyler, and Cllr Irvine.  Apologies had also been received from ECC Cllr McIvor (via Cllr Gupta).

C26.034 OTHER ABSENCES (2)	
Cllr Stroud, Cllrs Lambert.

C26.035 MINUTES
Councillors AGREED the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 11th May 2026.

C26.036 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

C26.037 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There was on member of the public present who resided in Smiths Court who raised queries regarding the agreed highway measures to be introduced as part of the Rosario development.  These included the provision of a pedestrian refuge island to the south of the proposed access, introduction of a new 30mph speed limit through Thornwood, provision of a new bus shelters at Carpenters Arms with integrated Real Time Passenger Information screen.   The resident stated these had not been implemented yet, and asked if the Parish Council could obtain an update.  In addition, she stated that the numerous road works that were taking place along this stretch of road meant that the bus stops had been closed resulting in an extended distance to walk which was very difficult for some residents.    The Clerk advised that she had been in contacted with the developer who had proposed an extension to the 30MPH going up to Cross Keys, but confirmed she would obtain and update and respond to her directly when this was received. 

C26.038 REPORT OF THE CLERK
The Clerk provided an update on current matters, which included:

a) Various planning matters  - approach from Pigeon Developments about possible planning application on land between Forest Glade and the Golf course. In addition, the Clerk had been advised that the refused planning application at the North Weald Golf Club has been appealed, and it is likely to be a formal inquiry.  The Clerk will provide a further update at the planning meeting on 15th June, but it is likely this could involve significant staff time. Cllr Born asked if Pigeon development had approached EFDC, to which the Clerk advised she had no idea, but this question could be asked at the Developer working group meeting on 15th June.  Cllr Born asked if the Parish Council had a collective view, to which the Clerk advised that at this stage the Council had no idea what was even being proposed.
b) Various cemetery matters. 
c) Neighbourhood Pan – See item on the main Agenda
d) Reporting of Various Fly tipping & Pothole Issues
e) Various Allotment Matters – including cutting down of trees between WFG allotments and rear of gardens at Cyril Hawkins Close.  Cllr Hawkins said she would look at this during the next allotment visit.
f) Posting of EFDC Election Notices
g) Annual Parish Assembly – Councillors were asked to think about new nominees for next year.
h) Parish Hall at Thornwood – noted that the Admin Officer who managed these booking had now left employment.  The Clerk advised she would be looking at the best way to address this in the coming weeks, but for now it was being managed between the Clerk and the Finance Officer.
i) Hastingwood Village Hall – Clerk attended their AGM the prior week, and advised Councillors they were all invited to attend the hall’s Summer Feast taking place July 4th 2-5pm.  It was agreed the hall would receive a donation of £60 towards this community event. 

C26.039 REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – The Chairman advised that following on from the Clerks report, he expected all Councillors to take part in the Developer Working Group meeting and Planning related matters as a result of the Quinn appeal and approach from developer, expecting everybody to be in good voice.  He advised that plans were being made to meet with all District and County Councillors following the election, both to get to know them and also to apprise them of the current issues in the Parish. The Chairman confirmed the garden at the front of the shops continued to be well maintained, and that he would be starting to contact sponsors soon  

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – Cllr Hawkins confirmed allotment visit would be taking place on 3rd June, and advised that she had been liaising with the resident who wanted a bench on Thornwood Common, and that she would liaise with the Clerk regarding this matter. 

c) District & County Councillors Reports – Cllr Gupta provided a verbal report confirming that he enjoyed attending the recent Annual Assembly for North Weald held at Thornwood Common.  Since this time, he had also attended his first EFDC full council meeting in the chamber, which started at 7pm and finished at 10.45pm.  He advised it was interesting seeing the political debates and how the meeting operated.  Cllr Gupta advised he had been approached by a local resident about a HMO being created at 126 High Road, and after liaising with the EFDC planning department had established that permission had been granted for this.  However, there was concern that the extension had not been built to size, but that a visit was being undertaken on Thursday to if the building had been overextended.  Cllr Gupta advised he had attended a recent event with Cllr Bromwich on the EOR who are now doing executive lunches.  With regard to  Solar Farms, Cllr Gupta advised he was keen to see if there was any leverage in getting a benefit for the community.  He stated that he had heard there was a £25k benefit to improve the library.  

Cllr Gupta provided a brief update from Cllr McIvor, stating that extra measures had been implemented to try and resolve the issue of North Weald Market and that this seemed to have worked well.  Councillors at the meeting stated that this was not correct, and that the prior Saturday the roads were once again in a terrible state.  It was noted the Finance Officer had some video footage and that she would provide this to Cllr Gupta to pass to Cllr McIvor.  Cllr McIvor was still progressing a query regarding the bus stop along Rayley Lane following the Annual Assembly, and ECC had now cancelled the library book reservation fee introduced by the prior administration.  In addition, she has been made Chairman of ECC, and one of the first things they had done was to introduce a Pothole Emergency Fund, with Cllr McIvor making this a specific priority. Cllr Gupta advised that if there were any pothole issues, these could be escalated to Cllr McIvor to be put on that list.  Cllr Gupta advised that he had met with Cllr Bromwich who had brough him up to speed as much as possible on matters affecting the Parish.

d) Parish Councillors Reports – Cllr Clegg advised that following the prior meeting at which EFDC Cllr Bromwich advised he had been speaking to residents in Hastingwood regarding concerns about the speed of traffic, the CSW team had completed an informal session measuring the speed of 100 vehicles.  As it was informal, there were no signs or notification out.  Out of the 100 vehicles, only 3 were doing 50 or more, and most were doing under 47MPH which was the trigger point for CSW.  Interestingly, the average speed out of the 100 vehicles was 40.35MPH, stating he could not see the police attending any time soon.  Cllr Clegg stated that speeds would have dropped further if the speed signs were out.  In addition, Cllr Clegg advised that following a recent CSW session, reports were on the WAZE app within 20 minutes.  

Cllr Born advised that the boys were back on motorbikes in North Weald again, advising that there had been trouble in the past.

e) Queens Hall Charity Report – No update.

f) Highways – Various road closures, which were detailed on social media when advised.

C26.040 FINANCIAL REPORTS
Councillors APPROVED the monthly cheque list for May 2026 which had been emailed to Councillors.  The Clerk advised the latest CCLA interest report had not yet been received.

C26.041 INTERNAL AUDIT 2025/2026
Councillors noted that the final internal audit report for 25/26 was completed on 7th May 2026, with the full report being attached to the agenda.  This report was NOTED. 

[bookmark: _Hlk198830867]C26.042 EXTERNAL AUDIT (ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN) 2025/2026
Each year the Councils Accounts and Practices (known as the Annual Governance and Accountability Return - AGAR) are reviewed by an external auditor appointed by the Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. For this Council, PKF Littlejohn are this Councils appointed auditors. The following dates for the External Audit apply for this Council: 
 • The AGAR must be approved by 30th June 2026 and submitted to PKF Littlejohn by 1st July 2026.
 • The requirement for the public inspection period (which must include the first 10 working days of July) will start 9am Monday 8th June will end at 5pm Friday 17th July 2026.     As the income for this Council was over £200,000, it is subject to an Intermediate Review as part of the limited assurance review process. Attached to the agenda was a full copy of the annual return.  Councillors:

a) Reviewed of effectiveness of the system of internal control of this Council
b) Prepared the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) 
c) Approved the Annual Governance Statement by way of RESOLUTION. Proposed Cllr Hind, Seconded Cllr Kinnear.
d) Considered the Accounting Statements (Section 2)
e) Approved the Accounting Statements by way of RESOLUTION. Proposed Cllr Hind, Seconded Cllr Kinnear.
f) Ensured that both the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statement were signed and dated by the person presiding at the meeting. 

C26.043 EPPING FOREST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION BRANCH OF LOCAL COUNCILS LIAISON COMMITTEE
This committee met on the 13th May 2026 with a number of matters discussed including EFDC Planning, lack of attendance at Local Liaison Meetings, Local Government Reorganisation, Devolution, and Parish Council Charter. The Clerk advised that as a result of the meeting, a proposal had been put to EFDC that the Local Council Liaison Meetings should move to being online and held in the daytime for a trial period of one year to see if this increases attendance.   

C26.044 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Finance Officer advised that Regulation 14 consultation took place earlier in the year, and that a meeting of the Neighbourhood Planning committee would be held towards the end of June, at which Councillors will be asked to review the feedback and consider any changes that may be necessary prior to the formal Regulation 16 consultation.  Cllr Born asked if this would held online, to which the Clerk advised Parish Councils were not permitted to hold their official meetings online.

C26.045 OUTSTANDING HIGHWAY MATTERS
A list of outstanding highway matters that the Parish Council had been advised of by residents or Councillors, and which have been reported to ECC and in some cases EFDC, and which have been outstanding for a considerable amount of time, had now been reported to both District and County Councillors.  A list of these were attached to the agenda for members information.  The Clerk advised that in some cases the parish council had been told the issue did not meet the criteria for works, but that it was hoped the new Councillors may be able to assist in getting things done. Cllr Hind asked if Councillors should report issues to the Clerk, or report it themselves online, to which the Clerk said Councillors could do either, but if its reported to the Clerk/Office a log is kept and monitored 

C26.046 EFDC SCHEME OF DELEGATION
Following the Planning Meeting on the 11th May, the Clerk wrote to Epping Forest District Council CEO – Andrew Small and also Democratic Services regarding the concerns of Members of this Council in relation to the Scheme of Delegation.  Attached to the agenda was an email relating to this.  The Clerk advised that this matter was discussed at the recent EFDC Council meeting which she had watched, stating that it was a meeting of very angry politics. The matter of delegation was challenged by a number of Councillors at the EFDC meeting, however the Clerk did not want to formally response until she had received a response from Mr Small.  In summary, the proposed changed meant that different officers could be delegated the power to sign off on planning recommendations.

The Finance Officer set out that in the Autumn the Government would be introducing new national scheme of delegation, which would effectively mean the default position for planning decisions would be the planning officer, with there being no mechanism by with Parish Councils could request an application goes to committee to consider.  An update would be provided at a future meeting. 

C26.047 NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD MARKET TRAFFIC
The Clerk advised that there had been communication with the Airfield Manager over the late May Bank Holiday Traffic. The Council was advised of various traffic management measures which were to be put in place by EFDC as a direct result of the issues experienced by residents over the first weekend / bank holiday in May.  Initially it was thought these measures had been successful, however the prior Saturday 30th May was once again a severe problem for residents and road users.  The Clerk advised she had received numerous complaints.

The Chairman stated that there were a couple of issues that he felt were contributing to the problem.
1. Both the Finance Officer and Cllr Ms Wood advised that pedestrians were given priority access over traffic entering the market to park, meaning traffic was constantly being stopped.  This had been reported to Darren Goodey.
2. Having only one gate in and one gate out, meaning whichever direction your are travelling from, it all converges onto one single point.
3. No marshalling at the Canes Lane roundabout.

When vehicles used to access via the original man entrance, this seemed to get cars off the road much quicker.  Despite the additional measures being introduced, it seems like the only way to solve the problem was to stop the market.  The Chairman stated that the traffic seems to peak between 8.30am and 11am.  Cllr Clegg stated that at the last meeting, EFDC Cllr Gupta had said he was going to find out from EFDC who was in charge, asking if he had done this. Cllr Gupta stated that he had seen correspondence from the Airfield and EFDC Leader and they would not be entertaining more than one entrance point.  Cllr Gupta asked if it was known what went wrong on 30th May to cause the problems, stating that he would like to think EFDC staff would be keeping an eye on the problem. Cllr Hind reminded Councillors that at the last meeting he had suggested there should be regular meetings of the various stakeholders, including the police, regularly to deal with these issues. He had been told  Cllr Bromwich didn’t think that was a good idea at this point, but he still believed this needed to be dealt with as a licencing matter. EFDC issue the licence to the market  to try and pre-empt or address problems.  EFDC provide the licence to the market operator, and they can impose conditions as part of the licence which could be that they must have regular meetings with specific parties. 

The Chairman asked Cllr Gupta if a meeting had been held between District Councillors and EFDC, to which he replied he had received copies of emails from Amelia, and that she seemingly had it all under control.  The Clerk explained that Amelia was dealing with parking only, to which Cllr Gupta confirmed he would go back to her about the problems.

Cllr Ms Wood stated we were going round in circles, setting out that on social media there were posts telling people the best way to access the market and where to park on local roads. People will simply park wherever they want.  It was confirmed this was never an issue with the fighter meets, and that part of the problem was the lack of respect that people had for local roads and residents. Cllr Ms Wood suggested the police should get involved.

Cllr Blanks expressed his frustration that the market is described as a ‘wonderful success’, setting out that EFDC is only interested in the money it brings in and not the problems it causes. Cllr Clegg asked that it be noted he was fed up going over the same thing again and again.

Cllr Gupta suggested there could be a vote of no confidence in the market, stating that it could no longer be supported in the way that it operates.  There needed to be a change to make a fundamental benefit to local people.  Cllr Gupta stated the district councillors would do their best, but there has to be way to force the issue.  The provided a summary of the recent EFDC meeting that she watched, where a vote of no confidence against the Leader was put forward, stating that we were entering a time of ‘angry politics’ and was both appalled and disappointed at what she watched.  She stated that it wasn’t right to have a vote of no confidence in the market as some local residents enjoy going – its about resolving the problems.

After further discussion, the following was AGREED:
· Clerk to liaise with both District and County Councillors to set up a meeting to establish what they are going to do about the issue.
· Write to the Leader of ECC setting out their obligations under the Traffic Management Act 2004.

C26.048 ELECTRICITY CONTRACT FOR THORNWOOD HALL
On 22nd June 2026, the Councils current energy contract (4 years) for the Thornwood Hall comes to an end.  With the help of Utility Aid (contracted by NALC to assist Parish Councils), the Clerk and PFO have been looking at the councils options, including 1, 2, 3 and 4 year deals.  The PFO tabled a summary of the things that need to be considered, along with details as to how much the costs had increased. It was noted that the Council did not have a clear idea of how much saving was being generated by the solar panels at this time as they had only just been installed, and as such a shorter contract period may be the better option to allow time to establish this.   In addition, a lower daily standing charge may be the better option as any solar usage would mean less kWh use.  The downside of a shorter contact period was that you would not benefit from lower rates over a prolonged period.  After discussion, it was AGREED:
· Contract should be for 1-2 year period
· Rates should be ones that include lower daily standing charge
· Progress should be made to sign up to the Smart Export Guarantee.

C26.049 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY & BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY
Councillors noted that arrangements were currently being looked at and discussed for these two events.  They will be included in the Agenda for the Environment & Open Spaces Meeting which will be held in early June.   

C26.050 PURCHASE OF LAND INCORPORATING THE BOWLS CLUB
The Solicitors have now confirmed that HM Land Registry have completed the registration of the transfer, and had sent updated documents for our records.  The Clerk had now received final documents from the Council’s solicitors relating to the above.  The Land Registry have registered a restriction against the property at B2 of the title register. This is a restriction placed on the title register when the property is held under a tenancy in common.  The reason for the restriction was due to the inability of the Land Registry to obtain full details from the previous trustees, made worse because one had died.  

The Clerk advised that the restriction can either be removed when the Council come to sell the property in the future, or we can appoint another trustee to override the restriction on the register   Alternatively, the Solicitor can assist with cancelling the restriction and Land Registry have advised of their  requirements for cancelling the restriction. Having reviewed the requirements the Solicitors estimate that this will take around an hour of our time at £350 plus vat.  Councillors AGREED to request the Solicitors remove the restriction at the earliest convenience. 

C26.051 COUNCILLORS SURGERY
Members were advised that Cllr Tom Bromwich held his Surgery at the Queens Hall, on Saturday 30th May – 10 to 12 noon, with 2 members of the public attended.  He would also be running further surgeries in the future. 

Meeting closed 20.43


																	Signed .........................................................

																	Date .............................................................
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