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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

NOTICE OF MEETING
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk67569362]You are Summonsed to Attend A Meeting of the Parish Council which will be held on MONDAY 6th JULY 2026 at 7.30 pm to transact the business shown in the Agenda below. This meeting will be held in the THORNWOOD COMMON,PARISH HALL, WEALD HALL LANE, THORNWOOD.
	
Susan Deluca

Susan De Luca 
Clerk to the Council	
28th June 2026
AGENDA




1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
To receive and CONSIDER the accepting of any apologies for absence.

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk41374791][bookmark: _Hlk198823270][bookmark: _Hlk138848018]CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
To AGREE the Minutes of the  Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st June 2026, and RATIFY the decisions made at the meeting of the Environment and Open Spaces Committee held on 15th June, all as attached on Appendix 1 (decision of the working group shown in Red).  

4. [bookmark: _Hlk118199880]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public for a period determined by the Chairperson of the 
Meeting.   Please NOTE if the Clerk has not been previously notified of the Question, Council may have
to note questions and respond to them after the Meeting.

6. REPORT OF THE CLERK	
To RECEIVE a report or update from the Clerk on Parish Council matters that staff have been working on.
a) Various planning matters – including attendance at two EFDC Planning Meetings
b) Various cemetery matters.
c) Neighbourhood Plan – Meeting of Working Group currently being arranged – RFO has sent a request for 5 councillors to attend a meeting to go through the responses and consider recommendations.
d) Reporting of various fly tipping & pothole issues, drainage issues, overgrown hedges
e) Annual External Audit
f)   Defibrillators – Cabinet at Hastingwood was deployed and used to save a life 
g) Parish Hall at Thornwood – Bookings & arranging annual services
h) Play Park and Weald Common 

7. [bookmark: _Hlk7692641][bookmark: _Hlk212566813][bookmark: _Hlk175563455][bookmark: _Hlk64997205][bookmark: _Hlk81238094][bookmark: _Hlk7692575]REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS  
Councillors are reminded that, if possible, members reports should be submitted in written form for noting only, this enables the meeting to flow smoothly and allows adequate time for discussion of matters appertaining to the Parish. Written reports, if available, will be reproduced at Appendix 2.

a) Chairman’s Report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report 
c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting 
d) Parish Councillors Reports 
e) Queens Hall Charity Report
f)  Highways  - Various Road closures –We have reported these via social media

8. [bookmark: _Hlk155103885][bookmark: _Hlk41377292][bookmark: _Hlk94537280]FINANCIAL REPORTS 
a)  List of Cheques & Monthly Statement of Accounts up to 30th June 2026
b)  Investments – Latest available report will be given

9. REQUEST FOR MEETING WITH WARD COUNCILLORS & ESSEX COUNTY WARD COUNCILLOR 
a) Discussion on proposed and approved housing developments in the Parish, and traffic issues related to North Weald Market
The Clerk has contacted the District Ward Councillors and the Essex County Councillor three times by email regarding these matters, and has also spoken directly with two District Ward Councillors and one substitute Member. Cllr Ray Balcombe has confirmed that he would attend in his capacity as Cabinet Member for Contracts (which includes responsibility for North Weald Airfield) and as substitute for Cllr Nigel Bedford. It is also understood that Cllr Jay Gupta may be available.
Separately, the Clerk and the RFO met with Darren Goodey, Airfield Manager, on 29 June to discuss the proposed Pigeon development, during which the market‑related traffic concerns were also raised.
Cllr Bromwich has proposed a meeting date of Thursday 30 July at 7.00pm. He has advised that the meeting should only proceed if Darren Goodey is able to attend.  Darren has confirmed that he can attend and that he will also ask Gary Saunders (Saunders Markets) to join the meeting. Cllr Ray Balcombe has indicated he will try to arrange attendance from Amelia Hoke, who has been dealing with parking issues. Amelia has provided details of how EFDC will be dealing with the parking on grass verges and local roads. The Clerk has had confirmation  from Cllr Karen McIvor that she is available  for that date.
It is suggested that the meeting be divided into two parts: 
· North Weald Market Traffic Issues – EFDC Officers and Ward Councillors
· Proposed and Approved Housing Developments - Ward Councillors

b) County Council – Cllr Peter Harris regarding North Weald Airfield Market Traffic
The Clerk sent a letter to Cllr Peter Harris – Leader of Essex Couty Council as attached at Appendix 3, together with his response. Councillors are asked to NOTE the response.

10. HERTS AND ESSEX MOTORCYCLE RUN 
The Clerk has received notification of the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance Motorcycle Run (MCR) on Sunday 6th September, 2026, the route passes through the parish of North Weald. Based on previous events they expect MCR to see 1,000+ motorcycles ride the route in two or three groups, led and controlled by Essex Police, supported by volunteer marshals.  They are consulting and planning with all relevant authorities, with all necessary permissions, provisions, and insurances in place etc.
 
The first motorbikes will likely leave North Weald Airfield at around 9.30/10.00am, and they expect a window of up to around two hours (with gaps) which should see all the motorbikes complete the route and arrive at Kings Farm, Writtle, for the Whirlybirds Family Fun Day (10am to 4pm).   The Clerk has been advised that the route will be publicised as much as possible, including targeted leafletting.  They welcome the involvement of local people.
 
11. NORTH WEALD VILLAGE HALL DOG BIN – OVERGROWTH SURROUNDING DOG  BIN– POSSIBLE HOGWEED 
The North Weald Village Hall has a dog bin located in its car park, which the Parish Council pays for emptying.  The area of hedge and bush badly needs cutting.  The overgrowth may be Hogweed, which as Members may know is a poisonous and invasive species of plant. The Clerk has written to the North Weald Village Hall Trustees to ask that they cut the area around the dog bin in order that the bin is accessible.  If  this does not happen then the Contractor may not be able to empty this dog bin until this has been done.  Photos of the dog bin and overgrowth are shown on Appendix 4.   Members are asked how they wish to PROCEED in this matter.
   
12. WEALD COMMON ADDITIONAL TREES 
One of the areas on Weald Common (Eldridge Copse – north of the swale) where 40 trees were planted has been struggling, with some of the trees failing to thrive.  This was not part of the area that formed part of the grant application which provided trees on Weald Common, and thus we are under no legal obligation to replace / replant trees.  We have however applied for a small pack of trees (30) from the Woodland Trust to supplement the trees to improve the bio diversity of the area.

13.OUTSTANDING HIGHWAY MATTERS
A list of Outstanding Highway Matters that the Parish Council has been advised of by Residents or Councillors, and which have been reported to ECC and in some cases EFDC, and which have been outstanding for a considerable amount of time, have now been reported to both District and County Councillors.  We have not received any communications or updates on any of these matters.  The Parish Council is keeping this as a live document, and will continue to check monthly as to whether any of these repairs or any outstanding matters have been rectified.

14.  GOOGLE ESSEX DATA CENTRE COMMUNITY FUND – SUPPORTING NORTH WEALD COMMUNITIES
On the 25th June, Google established the Google Essex Data Centre Community Fund to support communities connected to its data centre developments in Essex, including the planned data centre at North Weald Airfield. The fund is administered by Essex Community Foundation (ECF) and provides grants to support charitable organisations in North Weald deliver projects that develop local opportunities, strengthen community connections and respond to local needs.

Who can apply?
The Google Essex Data Centre Community Fund advises that it welcomes applications from organisations and groups delivering projects that create positive impact for residents of North Weald and the surrounding area.  Examples of projects the fund could support include:
· Youth groups and activities for young people
· Weekly lunch clubs and community events that bring people together
· Training, education and skills programmes
· Projects that create local opportunities, such as community enterprises or employment support
· Activities that improve access and inclusion for underrepresented or marginalised groups

Any organisation based in North Weald who are interested in applying are recommended to book a consultation call with ECF before submitting their application. It gives them an opportunity to discuss the project idea, ask questions and check eligibility.

15. EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL – SECTION 62A DESIGNATION 
On 15th June 2026, the Secretary of State issued what is called a ‘Section 62A Designation’ to Epping Forest District Council.  This means that from 9am on 15th June, developers and applicants for Major planning applications (see below for definition) can choose to bypass EFDC and go straight to the Planning Inspectorate to determine a planning application.
Major planning applications (and thus this designation) apply to:
· Residential:
· 10 or more dwellings, or
· Site area 0.5 hectares or more (even if fewer than 10 homes)

· Non‑residential development (e.g. offices, shops, schools):
· Floorspace of 1,000 square metres or more, or
· Site area 1 hectare or more

The reason this has happened is that more than 10% of planning applications refused by EFDC that have subsequently gone to appeal have been overturned by the planning inspectorate.  The 10% is the threshold where the Government can apply the designation, their opinion being that EFDC are not applying their policies correctly.  Over 90% of planning applications do not fall into the ‘Major’ category, and all of these applications will still be determined by EFDC.  It is only the larger applications where this applies.  It is also worth saying that even though applicants now have this option, many may still choose to have EFDC determine the application.  This is for a few reasons.  Firstly, it means they get two bites of the cherry (i.e. If EFDC refuse it, then they can still appeal to the Secretary of State).  Secondly, working with EFDC Officers creates good relationships where planning issues can be resolved, so it’s possible in some cases that applicants feel they have better chance of planning success going via EFDC. 

EFDC is still working out the full details of what this means for them, but in terms of what it means for the Parish Council, there are a few of things:

1. The Parish Council is still consulted on ALL planning applications – it just means that where responses are submitted may be different, dependent on who is deciding the application (i.e. EFDC or the Planning Inspectorate)
2. It is very unlikely that the Parish Council will be granted any extensions to the 21 day statutory notice period for any applications going to EFDC, and DEFINITELY for any that go through the Planning Inspectorate.
3. For applications that go directly to the Planning Inspectorate, it will be determined in one of two ways – 1. By way of written responses (in these circumstances the Parish Council won’t get to see any other statutory consultee responses), and 2. by way of a hearing – in these circumstances the Parish Council will be given the opportunity to attend the hearing and put forward their case. 
4. It is possible there could be an influx of large applications as a result of this designation.  This is not guaranteed, but some developers may see this as an opportunity to get an application determined by somebody who doesn’t know the area or the intricacies of the possible consequences of granting permission.

Either way, what is knows is that we expect this designation to place a greater focus on planning, and possibly more of a push to grant applications.  EFDC (and the Planning Inspectorate) will still be determining planning applications in accordance with the Local Plan, and EFDC has made it very clear that if they refuse an application, they need to have clear, defendable policies as the basis for their refusal.   EFDC is still able to refuse large applications, but must be very clear about the policy reasons for refusal.

Some of the downsides for EFDC include the following:
· For planning applications that go direct to the Planning Inspectorate, EFDC will not receive the planning application fee, or have the ability to enter into Planning Performance agreements, however they will still be required in law to provide administrative assistance to the Planning Inspectorate.  This means that EFDC will still be doing a lot of the work, but not being paid for it.  This is expected to cost EFDC hundreds of thousands of pounds per year, so will have a financial impact on the Council.
· There will be an element of reputational damage, with Planning Officers possibly not wanting to be linked (long term) to a Local Planning Authority with this designation.  This could make it hard for EFDC to recruit and keep planning staff.
· EFDC may need to recruit agency staff to cover any additional work, which will increase this cost base.
EFDC is working with the Secretary of State to determine how, if the Planning Inspectorate are making decisions, they are able to get themselves out of designation, as it is unclear how the change is measured.  They are also working with other Local Planning Authorities who have been designated (for example Uttlesford DC who are now out of designation) to find out more about the process.   It is also worth noting that this designation comes before the Governments intended roll out of a National Scheme of Delegation (possibly coming in force at the end of August), where changes will be made across the country setting out who should be making planning decisions, with Planning Officers being given significantly more scope to decide application.  

In summary, the Parish Council will need to make the following changes:
· We may need to hold Planning Committee Meetings more frequently, as it will be virtually impossible to get extensions of time for larger development applications and planning meetings may not fall ‘in line’ with when comments are due
· An additional item should be added to future Parish Council Meetings which states something on the lines of ‘Any Planning Applications or Planning Matters To Consider’.

16. DAMAGED STREET LIGHT – OUTSIDE 5 MARCONI BUNGALOWS, NORTH WEALD
Following a road traffic accident and a number of chasers, the Clerk has now received an email confirming that the responsible person has now admitted liability and the insurance company will be covering the cost of the damage for the replacement street light.

17. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY & BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY
Arrangements were discussed at the meeting of the Environment and Open Spaces Committee.  Members are asked to review the minutes for the relevant agreed details for this year.

18. COUNCILLORS SURGERY
Members are advised that Cllr Tom Bromwich will be holding his Surgery at the Thornwood Village, on Saturday 15th August  – 10 to 12 noon.  Appointments can be booked via the Parish Office. 

19.  THORNWOOD NATURE AREA BOUNDARY FENCING
During June the Clerk was contacted with regard to the condition of the boundary fencing around the Thornwood Nature Area by the developers of the adjacent site.  The Councils RFO walked around the area to look at the boundary fencing to establish the current condition.  Overall the condition was good to fair, with some gaps, and an area that had some small incursions.  This information was fed back to the developers, and they were advised to replace the fencing with like for like in those are areas where they had been incursions on the original boundaries (taking the fence back to the original boundary). The developers were also advised that if the wished to change any the material of the boundary fencing then any changes should result in a new boundary fence being erected within their own site with the original boundary fencing remaining in situ.  

20.  NEW WASTE BIN HIGHAM VIEW
The Council has been monitoring the dog waste bin at the Higham View Steps.  We have been receiving complaints for over 6 months that household waste was being continually placed into this dog bin, and was having to be emptied at least three times a week.  A new larger general waste bin which takes a larger amount of waste including dog waste and general litter (dog waste can now be placed in with general waste) is awaiting installation by the contractor.  The Clerk will continue to monitor this area.

21.  WASTE BIN THORNWOOD COMMON
The Council has been advised by its Contractor that the waste bin on the playing field at Thornwood is being used for household waste, and is being filled up daily with what looks like household rubbish.  Within the rubbish are a lot of Polish items, which has included what looks like a shopping list written in Polish.  We have therefore had a temporary sign written in Polish affixed to the bin asking people not to put their household rubbish in this bin.  We will monitor this situation.

22.  WEALD COMMON – UPGRADE CCTV CAMERAS
The Parish Council has had its router upgraded at the Weald Common site to give a better quality of picture and a more reliable data connection.  Members are asked to NOTE this action.

23.  AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER - VISIT
A visit was arranged to the new Air Traffic Control Tower on North Weald Airfield, however only three Councillors were available.  It was therefore suggested that a date later in the year would be better.  Members are asked to SUGGEST some preferred dates and times.

24.  COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIPS MEETINGS
The Clerk received an enquiry from a Councillor who attended a meeting of the Epping Safety Community Partnership, at which he was advised that this was not an area meeting for Hastingwood residents or himself to be attending.  He made enquiries via the Parish Council as to where he was supposed to present concerns of residents regarding issues such as anti-social behaviour, etc.   The Clerk advised that this Parish previously had meetings such as NAPS (Neighbourhood Action Panels)  and  its subsequent successor Coffee With Cops, all run by Essex Police in premises facilitated by the Parish Council. However due to the very low turnouts the Police discontinued the meetings.  The Clerk contacted the local Community Police Officer, who has agreed that they will look at restarting these meetings if the Parish Council will provide a facility for them to hold a meeting.  The Clerk advised that the Parish Council currently have two venues for meetings: The Parish Hall at Thornwood and The Council Chamber in The Queens Hall.  This matter is now with the Community Police to organise a meeting.

25.  PASSENGER TRANSPORT MEETING
The Parish Council’s RFO attended Essex County Council Passenger Transport Meeting on 24th June.  She was looking to get the opportunity of advising of advising of concerns regarding the amount of developments within the Parish and the lack of joined up thinking in relation to passenger transport.  Whilst the meeting was interesting, the was no real progress that could be made in this regard.

26. SOCIAL MEDIA
This has been placed on the Agenda at the request of Cllr Irvine, following on from his report to Members at the April meeting. The Clerk has undertaken some research via a number of Parish and Town Councils including Canvey Island Town Council, Chelmsford Garden Village Council and Buckhurst Hill Parish Council who have all recently advertised for Community & Events Officers jobs which include promoting the profile of the council. These jobs vary in hours from 24 hours a week to 37 hours a week and include various ways of advancing the profile of the council. Whilst Social Media takes up a percentage of the job profile, it is essential to know what this council is looking to achieve. Copies of the various job profiles for the aforementioned Parish Councils were included with the May Parish Council Agenda.  It should be noted that raising the profile via Social Media will need to involve additional staffing resources which cannot be undertaken within those currently available to staff. The Clerk has spoken to both the Clerk at Buckhurst Hill and the Social Media Assistant at Canvey Island Town Council to ascertain how much time is involved in using Social Media to raise the profile, and the hours vary quite distinctly. Some Councils have included the role within the Events Organiser some have a dedicated Social Media role, but it is a role which they have defined for at least 7 hours a week. Members are asked to peruse the documentation previously circulated and decide how they wished to move forward in this matter. Cllr Irvine has been in discussion with the Clerk and RFO on this.

27.  EFDC PLAY IN THE PARK
The Council will once again be taking part the EFDC Play in the Park Scheme in the Parish.  This is a free scheme for children to attend during the school holidays.  It will take place on Wednesday 22nd July – 10am to 12 noon on the Memorial Playing Field at the Queens Hall Community Centre.   The costs for this are paid for by the Parish Council

[bookmark: _Hlk156918287]28 .EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
In the event that the Agenda contains Exempt (pink) pages, or an item needs to be discussed
confidentially, to CONSIDER the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman:
“That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity 
  would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
  about to be discussed. However an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance.
NOTE: There are currently  TWO  CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS to be considered 
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