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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

MINUTES



Meeting:	Annual Parish Council meeting
Date:		11th May 2026, 7.30pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

PRESENT: 	(9)  Cllr Buckley (Chairman), Cllr Clegg,  Cllr Blanks, Cllr Mrs Etherington, Cllr Tyler
		       Cllr Spearman, Cllr Mrs Jackman, Cllr Stroud, Cllr Hind
 
Officers in Attendance (1)
	Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer (meeting Clerk)
* for part of meeting

Members of the Public (7) – Inc EFDC Cllrs Bromwich and Gupta
Members of the Press  (1) 

C26.001 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Tyler PROPOSED Cllr Buckley as Chairman, the proposal was SECONDED by Cllr Stroud. There being no other nominations, Cllr Buckley was duly elected by way of unanimous vote as Chairman of North Weald Bassett Parish Council for the current Municipal Year, following which the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman of the Council was duly executed. 

C26.002 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Buckley PROPOSED Cllr Mrs Hawkins as Vice Chairman, the proposal was SECONDED by Cllr Blanks. There being no other nominations, Cllr Mrs Hawkins was duly elected by way of unanimous vote as Vice Chairman of North Weald Bassett Parish Council for the current Municipal Year.

C26.003 NOTICE OF VACANCY
As the vacancy for Village Ward had been previously advertised with no poll being called, the Council were now able to fill the vacancy by co-option.  Following interest from one individual, a short resume was attached to the agenda. It was noted there had been other interest, with the Clerk advising those individuals to attend this meeting or contact the Clerk.  Members of the public and press were invited to leave the meeting so this application could be discussed.  After a short discussion, members of the public were invited to return, after which Mr Kevin Hind was duly co-opted as Councillor for Village Ward. Cllr Hind joined the meeting, the vote being unanimous.

C26.004 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (5)
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Ms Wood, Cllr Kinnear, Cllrs Lambert, Cllr Mrs Hawkins, and Cllr Irvine.

C26.005 OTHER ABSENCES (1)	
Cllr Born.


C26.006 MINUTES
Subject to one typo at the bottom of page 3, Councillors AGREED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th April 2026.

C26.007 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no questions. 

C26.008 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

C26.009 REPORT OF THE CLERK
The Clerk provided an update on current matters, which included:

a) Various planning matters including revised Google application and reviewing associated documents, and attendance at EFDC Planning Meeting.  Members noted this was covered in the planning meeting prior to this meeting.
b) Various cemetery matters including attendance at Cemetery to show prospective purchasers around 
c) Thornwood Common Parish Hall  - Broken immersion heater, evaluation of grant funding forms
d) Neighbourhood Plan –Agenda  Item
e) Continuation of reporting of various fly tipping & pothole issues
f) Various allotment matters
g) Posting of EFDC election notices & Parish Council vacancy notices
h) Annual End of Year Accounts – Agenda Item 
i) Attendance  at various meetings including Weald Common to meet with contractors regarding play areas and residents regarding outdoor gym – Agenda Item
j) Speed Limit – B1393 – Councillors noted that following this councils agreement with the suggestion of an extended 30MPH speed limit through Thornwood, an update had been obtained from the Developer as follows:   I have spoken with our Engineering Team who deal with anything highways-related and they have confirmed that they have sent the letter we received from the Parish to our contact at Essex Highways. They have discussed the issues with him and he is in agreement that a larger 30MPH zone would significantly improve the safety of this road, which is currently subject to regular accidents. However it's not his decision at the end of the day. He has sent everything over to the head of road safety in Essex and I await their reply.
k) Anti Social Behaviour
l) Complaints regarding traffic for North Weald Airfield on market days  - Agenda Item
m) Annual report – completed. Councillors agreed that unlike last year, the report should be printed internally, and distributed to the locations at which the Village Life is available.  It should also be placed on the Parish Councils website. 

C26.010 REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – no report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report – no report
c) District & County Councillors Reports – Cllr Bromwich provided a brief report of his activity over the prior month, but first stated he was glad that Cllr Hind had been co-opted as he was clearly somebody who cared about North Weald.  Cllr Bromwich confirmed he had been dealing with local matters including kerb stones at George Avey Croft, fly tipping confirming that EFDC had completed a mail out to residents on the Blenheim estate where this was a particular problem.  He would be meeting with the newly elected County Councillor in the coming weeks and brining her up to speed with issues he had been dealing with.  He hosted a councillor surgery at Hastingwood Village hall with 6 residents who attended addressing issues such as speeding along Hastingwood Road, fly tipping, and horses on Harlow Common. There would be another Councillors surgery on 30th May.  In late April, Cllr Bromwich had a tour of the airfield with Darren Goodey, and he had participated in the St Andrew School Google assembly after receiving an invite. 

The Chairman introduced Cllr Gupta, the newly elected District Councillor, and welcomed him to the meeting.

d) Parish Councillors Reports – none

e) Queens Hall Charity Report – Cllr Ms Wood had provided a written report to the Clerk in which she confirmed the hall was operating well.

f) Highways – Various road closures, which were detailed on social media when advised.

C26.011 FINANCIAL REPORTS
Councillors APPROVED the monthly cheque list for April 2026 which had been emailed to Councillors.  The Clerk advised the latest CCLA interest report showed interest received of £463.51.

C26.012 MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
Councillors AGREED the membership of committees, details of which would be published on the Parish Councils website, but included:
(a)	Planning Committee (8 Members)  - dates now subject to plans being available and dates that comments have to be returned to EFDC.  Meet usually in the Thornwood Common Parish Hall when available.
(b)	Environmental & Open Spaces Committee  (7 but open to all Members) -  to usually meet three times a year – twice in the day – once in the evening.
 (i) Allotments Sub Committee (2 Members of the Environmental Committee) - to have delegated power to act on all matters relating to the allotments. To meet monthly during the summer months and visit allotment plots, and report back. Cllrs Hawkins and Spearman.
(c)	Finance & General Purposes Committee (Open to all Members) -  to meet at least once a year, but always to meet to set the Budget and Precept
(d) Personnel Committee (Up to 5 Members to include Chairman and Vice Chairman  –  Cllrs Clegg,  Spearman & Jackman) to meet as and when necessary.
(e)  Emergency Personnel Working Group (3 Members of the Personnel Committee) to be able to meet at short notice - Any 3 Members of the Personnel Committee.
f) Neighbourhood Planning Committee – All Councillors  - to meet as and when required.
g) Developer Working Group – All Councillors, and any invited parties

C26.013 DATES OF MEETINGS FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR
Councillors NOTED the details and dates of forthcoming Parish Council Meetings as attached to the agenda.

C26.014 REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Councillors AGREED the Council's representatives on outside bodies as follows:
	Outside Body
	Representation Council Year 26/27

	Parish Passenger Transport Forum
	Cllr Born

	Norway House
	Chairman of Parish Council

	North Weald Village Hall
	Cllr Hind

	Epping Forest District Council Committees:
· Epping Forest Association of Local Councils – two reps (clerks can also attend these meetings) and EFDC Local Liaison Meeting
· Joint Standards Committee – one rep (but only if your council is a member of this) 
	
Cllr Mrs S Jackman, MBE & Chairman, & Clerk – In the Absence of Cllr Jackman – Cllr T Blanks has attended as a substitution
  As and when necessary appoint at the time



Queens Hall Charity - In the Governing Document the Term of Office is for One Year.
PC Appointed Trustees 2026/2027:
· Cllr Wood – Councillor, Administrator & Treasurer
· Cllr Kinnear – Councillor, Chairman
· June Peachy
· Stuart Greenhill
· Holly Twitchett
· Leanne Hogan
· Jaimie Hook

Groups
· Vince Curren – NWCC - Cricket
· Name to be confirmed – Bowls

C26.015 REGISTRATION OF COUNCILLORS INTERESTS
Members were reminded that they should review their Interests on a regular basis, and that an up to date register of interest is a legal requirement.  If Members have had any changes to their interests, they are asked to re-submit these forms at the request of EFDC to ensure all details are up to date.  Members can contact the Clerk for a form who will then forward to EFDC.

C26.016 APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 2025/2026
Attached to the agenda was a copy of the draft Accounts for 25/26.  Cllr Tyler PROPOSED approval of these accounts.  This was SECONDED by Cllr Blanks, and unanimously AGREED.

C26.017 INTERNAL AUDIT 2025/2026
Councillors noted that the final internal audit for 25/26 was completed on 7th May 2026, and this will be an agenda item at the June parish council meeting. 

C26.018 REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF SYSTEM OF INTERNAL CONTROL
The Council has a duty to ensure that the financial management of the body is adequate and effective and that the body has a sound system of internal control.  To this end this Council reviewed the effectiveness of systems of Internal Control, confirming they were happy with the current system in place.

C26.019 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
Council AGREED the appointment of Heelis and Lodge as the Parish Councils Internal Auditor for the year 2026/2027.  

C26.020 PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE
The Parish Councils insurance is due for renewal on 1st June 2026.  The Clerk had been looking to source an alternative company, however overall cover has been less favourable than what was being offered by the existing insurance provider.   The renewal notice from Zurich insurance amounts to £3,310.35 (including IPT), which is an increase from last year.  The Clerk did contact Zurich asking for an explanation of this increase, and was advised this was due to index linking, public liability and material damage rate increases.  Index linking is applied to account for the rate of inflation and other market factors which must be considered across all premiums. In practice, this increases the sums insured for the assets covered under material damage to mitigate the risk of the council being underinsured in the event of a claim.  Furthermore, due to adverse market circumstances and pressures, the public liability and material damage rates have increased this year.   The Clerk advised that Zurich were willing to offer a 3 year long-term agreement which applies a 10% discount each year.  This would mean a cost of £3,004.79 (including IPT) per year.  Councillors AGREED to a 3 year long term agreement as detailed.

C26.021 ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS
Members CONFIRMED that they wish to continue to have some of their documentation where relevant, served on them for Parish Council and other Meetings electronically for reasons of efficiency and to save paper where possible.  Cllr Hind asked if laptops could be brought to meetings, to which it was confirmed they could be.

C26.022 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
Parish Councils are corporate bodies and their powers have accumulated through legislation since 1894.  Their powers being constrained to specific and appropriate legislation until 2008, when they could, if eligible exercise the Power of Well-being 2008 Order made under Section 1 (2) of Local Government Act 2000 for the benefit of their community.   The Localism Act 2011, Chapter 1 of Part 1, Sections 1-8 has provided local authorities with a General Power of Competence, a radical new power with wide ranging possibilities. This broader General Power of Competence replaces the Power of Well-being. The General Power of Competence was brought into force by S1, 961 The Localism Act 2011 (Consequential Amendments) Order 2012 on 28th March 2012.
“The Governments intention in providing eligible parish council with the general power of competence is to better enable them to take on their enhanced role and allow them to do the things that they have previously been unable to do under their existing powers”

It gives eligible local councils “the power to do anything that individuals generally may do” as long as they do not break other laws. It is intended to be a power of first, not last, resort. Councillors CONFIRMED this Parish Council was an ‘eligible council’ as the Clerk is a Qualified Clerk and holds the Certificate in Local Council Administration, and the Clerk has completed the training in the exercise of the General Power of Competence. In addition, this Council fulfils the Electoral Mandate by having at least two thirds of the Member of the Council Elected. 

C26.023 REPAIRS TO PLAY AREAS
Members noted that repairs to the safety surfacing and Play Equipment had now been completed to all the Parish Council Play Areas.  The cost of this was  £18,554. Members were advised that an additional Cradle Swing seat at Thornwood had to be replaced as this had been vandalised.  Cllr Tyler stated this was a considerable amount of money, to which the Clerk advised that the majority of the costing was to repair or replace Wetpour.   

C26.024 OUTDOOR GYM
Councillors were reminded that in 2025 a group of local residents (formerly called North Weald Mums) contacted the Clerk as well as attending a Parish Council Meeting, to enquire about the possibility of placing an Outdoor Gym on land at Weald Common.  There was an agreement in principle that the Council would consider this, but that the group should obtain further information about the proposed gym and come back to Council with this, and would also be subject to the area in question being suitable and the group obtaining their own funds to install the gym.  Subsequently the group now had further information, and had met on Weald Common along with the Chairman and the Council’s Senior Administrative Officer.  Three suggested sites were being considered as potentially suitable. A copy of the quote, the possible sites, and a risk/health and safety assessment (compiled by the Parish Clerk and checked by the RFO) was attached to the agenda, along with notes of the site meeting.

The Chairman welcomed representatives of the group, and asked them to address the Council. The resident provided a brief history of the previous work the North Weald Mums had undertaken with regard to the Weald Common Play area, and joint working with North Weald Bassett Parish Council.  She set out that as agreed, they were now back in front of the Parish Council after completing further work and providing quotes and more information in order for the Council to fully consider the matter.  The resident advised that the group would be fundraising for the equipment, but needed the go ahead and approval of the council in terms of agreeing the project.   

Cllr Clegg asked if the council could reclaim the VAT, and it was confirmed that if the funds raised were provided to the Parish Council to purchase the equipment, then they could.  It was confirmed that the quote included Wetpour, and that this was a full surface Wetpour, not just located around each piece of equipment. In addition, there were now changes as to how Wetpour was installed, with it being ‘rolled under’ the grass, which helped with future maintenance costs. There was also a new gravel system that goes under the Wetpour which helps with drainage, which is an issue at Weald Common.  It was noted that it was not intended that there would be a fence around this new equipment.  Cllr Clegg asked who would insure the equipment, to which it was confirmed that as per the Weald Common Play area, the group would do all the fundraising, after which the equipment would be owned, maintained and insured by the Parish Council.  It was hoped that fundraising would include enough to cover the first 2 years maintenance costs as well as the purchase and installation of equipment.

Cllr Stroud expressed his thanks to the group of residents for taking on this project, asking if the cost quoted for the upkeep was per year or per month, to which the resident confirmed it was per year.   EFDC Cllr Bromwich also thanked the group for their efforts, and asked if any of the proposed locations would impede upon the path that runs adjacent to the field at the rear of Tempest Mead.   He stated that there were a lot of overhanging branches from the trees along this stretch, and that this needed to be considered.  The representatives confirmed that none of the proposed locations were underneath any trees.   The question was raised as to if residents of Tempest Mead needed to be consulted, to which it was confirmed they did not.  The issue of CCTV was also discussed, and it was noted this was something that would also be looked into, with the possibility of an additional camera being placed on the current pole. 

After further discussion, Councillors AGREED full support for the project, that the gym could be located on Weald Common albeit the exact location to be agreed, that the Parish Council would own and maintain the equipment once installed, but that the group should try and obtain sufficient funding for the first 2 years maintenance.   They thanked the group for their efforts. 

C26.025 NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD MARKET TRAFFIC
The Clerk had received numerous communications over the previous two weekends (telephone calls and emails including photos) from Councillors and residents in North Weald Village who were continuing to experience increasingly significant disruption as a result of the volume of traffic attending the market, and vehicles parking on local residential roads during market days at the airfield. The current situation was leaving many households unable to access their own properties, with cars frequently blocking driveways, narrowing roads, and creating unsafe conditions for both residents and pedestrians.  There had been parking on grass verges and pavements ruining these areas and making it unsafe for people to walk or for residents with prams or mobility aids.
Whilst it was accepted the market attracts high visitor numbers, the overflow parking into surrounding neighbourhoods was no longer manageable. Local roads were not designed to accommodate this level of traffic, and the lack of effective parking controls or stewarding was causing avoidable stress, delays, and safety concerns.  Councillors were reminded that for some time now the Parish Council had been asking both EFDC and the Market Operator to take action to address this issue. Potential measures have included:
· Designated on‑site parking with clear signage directing visitors away from residential streets
· Temporary traffic management or stewarding on market days
· Parking restrictions or enforcement on affected roads
· Engagement with residents to develop a long‑term solution
· Additional Access and Exit Gates to the Airfield to be opened

Residents should not be prevented from entering or leaving their own homes due to an event taking place nearby. Members of the Parish Council had been asking the District Council and Market Operator to work with them and for the good of the community to implement practical and effective measures as soon as possible, however despite many meetings over the last two years, little or none of the above suggestions have moved forward. Councillors were firm that this situation could not continue, and residents were now asking Councillors what action they can take to move forward in this matter.  

Cllr Tyler expressed his frustration, stating that at some point there is going be an incident which results in a death, and that there needs to be better traffic management each and every time the market operates, stating that both the Market operator and EFDC have to be held to account. Cllr Clegg stated that he had experienced issues recently where pushchairs and wheelchair could not use the pavement, and the traffic was severely backed up through North Weald creating delays for everybody. Cllr Tyler stated that given the number of meetings we’ve had, it is all so pathetic and they clearly don’t give a damn.

Cllr Mrs Etherington stated that this Council has been working on trying to get EFDC and the Market operator to find a solution to these problems for the last two years, and that she completely understood residents frustration.  She stated that the prior week there was word on social media that the leader of the Reform Party would be in attendance at the market which has exacerbated the problem, but these problems had been there prior to that anyway.   The Chairman stated that EFDC had experimented with Church Lane with it being both open and closed, however what they don’t have is people on the ground managing the traffic, particularly anybody with authority to do so.  He stated this is where efforts should be focussed.  Another bank holiday weekend was coming up, and it would simply produce the same issues.

Cllr Mrs Etherington questioned if the number of parking spaces on the airfield had been reduced because of Google and if this was partly to blame, stating there was more space that could be used.   In addition, she stated that EFDC had said they would consider opening extra gates but that this had not happened.  It was generally accepted that part of the problem was that cars needed to get on to the market land quicker to get them off the main roads. 

Cllr Hind stated he had also experienced difficulties in the village as a result of the traffic, and wanted to raise the additional issue of litter that was strewn around the village, asking if this was a regular problem with the market. Cllr Tyler said litter does happen, but more so occasionally.  The Clerk confirmed she had liaised directly with EFDC Cllr Balcombe regarding this and he had made swift arrangements to get the litter cleared.  Cllr Blanks stated this should be a permanent responsibility of EFDC.  Cllr Tyler stated that when the fighter meets were held on the airfield, the traffic was managed very well, so why could it not be managed for fewer cars.  Cllr Blanks stated that weather was a factor, as if its raining you don’t get the same problems.  He also stated that things would get a lot worse when the Vistry development starts.

It was noted that many of the people who visit the market come from very far away, and local people don’t benefit in any way from the market.  This market has expanded because others have closed down.

The Clerk advised she had liaised with the Airfield Manager who stated that the cut through at Lancaster Way was part of the problem as to why people were parking on local roads.  There was a break in the fence, and EFDC were looking to repair this section of fence to stop the cut through.  In addition, EFDC was now involved with NEPP and it would be likely that double red lines may be put in place.  These actions would help to solve the problem.  Cllr Tyler understood this, but asked why should local people have to suffer for something that wasn’t their fault.  The Chairman stated that red lines were all very well, but you need people to enforce them.  EFDC Cllr Bromwich stated that when he met with the Airfield Manager he had suggested opening more gates, but had been told that they cannot find enough people to man the gates.  Cllr Mrs Etherington said this was not what the Parish Council had been told – the Airfield Manager had said they could do it.   Cllr Mrs Etherington said EFDC needed to start telling the truth.   Cllr Mrs Etherington also stated that the devastating impact on local businesses such as Shooters and Art Nursery should be recorded.  Cllr Etherington stated that the Council had previously been told if additional gates were opened there would be a ‘mile’ travel around the airfield, and that this would help solve the issue.

Cllr Stroud stated this has been considerably discussed, and asked what the PC’s objective was so we could move on.  The Clerk stated that changes in the administration of the Council following the elections would provide an opportunity to hold the new Councillors to account. 

Cllr Blanks stated there were two District Councillors present this evening and asked if they could address this matter.  EFDC Cllr Bromwich stated that you needed to separate the problems – traffic and litter.  With regard to traffic, he was not sure what the barrier was to opening more gates and getting more parking on the airfield.  NEPP could be contacted to ask for double red lines in areas such as Church Lane and George Avey Croft, but making sure local residents are not penalised. You could have double yellow lines along one side of Lancaster Road.  Cllr Tyler stated people were actually parking in private car parking spaces in  Beaufort Close.  Cllr Gupta asked who was in control at EFDC regarding this, stating that if you get the right people involved you could simply throw money at it to solve the problem.  He stated that last time he attended a Parish Council meeting there was discussion about if people wanted the market closed, and was this the same feeling now. The general consensus was that people liked the market and didn’t want it to close, but the traffic problems as a result of the market was causing so many problems people were starting to dread market days, and closing it would solve the issues. 

The Clerk confirmed there was a follow up meeting earlier in the year with EFDC at which EFDC Cllr Whitbread, the PC Chairman, and Cllr Blanks had attended, with other Councillors submitting questions. EFDC Cllr Gupta stated this was exactly the right time to get things done with the new administration.  Cllr Hind referred to similar issues that were experienced with Bury St Edmunds market, who ended up putting in place a park and ride system.

After further discussion, EFDC Cllrs Bromwich and Gupta confirmed they would take the matter away and think about what action to take, and perhaps get somebody to attend the next PC meeting to explain things. 

C26.026 PATHWAY BETWEEN WEALD COMMON AND NORTH WEALD VILLAGE HALL
The Parish Council Chairman had been continuing in his efforts to find a solution in establishing a pathway to the Play Area and Sensory Garden.  Members were advised that a communication had been received from the North Weald Village Hall Trustees, a copy of which was attached to the agenda, setting out that the Village Hall Committee saw the public right of way over the top of their land to be the only formal access to Weald Common. It was AGREED not to waste any more time on this matter.

C26.027 SOCIAL MEDIA
Item deferred to next meeting.

C26.028 FLAG
Members were advised that the English Flag was hoisted on St Georges Day, VE Day 2026, and the Norwegian flag will be flown on Norway Day 17th May. Thanks were recorded to Cllr Mark Stroud for undertaking this.  

C26.029 REQUEST FOR A BENCH ON THORNWOOD COMMON
It was noted that Cllr Mrs Hawkins had received a request for an additional seating bench on Thornwood Common.  Currently there was only one Bench situated on the Common. As the area is a Registered Village Green, any bench would not be able to be concreted in but would have to be bolted in to place.  The person requesting the additional bench had advised that if they can place a plaque on the bench in memory of their son who was a lifelong resident of Thornwood and died from Leukaemia, they would give a donation towards the bench.  Councillors AGREED to this.

C26.030 TRAVEL LETTER FROM RNoAF ATTENDEES ON REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Councillors noted a ‘travel letter’ had been received from Ane Nilsen and Herman Ulvin Bjerk - the two serving RNoAF Officers who attended as guests of the Parish Council at Remembrance Sunday Commemorative Events.  A copy of this travel letter has formed the centrepiece of the parish councils Annual Report.

C26.031 COMMUNITY FUND FOR EPPING FOREST DISTRICT
Members noted that the Parish Council’s PFO has been invited to  join the Funding Panel for The Community Fund for Epping Forest District. The Fund has been established to support local organisations delivering projects that benefit residents across the district. The Community Fund will provide both small and large grants to voluntary, community and not-for-profit organisations delivering activities in Epping Forest. The programme focuses on projects that strengthen communities and respond to local priorities such as:
• Jobs, skills and employability
• Opportunities and activities for young people
• Social connection and reducing isolation
• Improving access, awareness and participation in community initiatives

Panel members play an important role in ensuring the funding is awarded in a transparent, fair and financially responsible way. The panel reviews grant applications, applies the agreed scoring framework and makes recommendations on whether projects should be funded. Members are expected to assess applications objectively and help ensure funding represents good value and meaningful community impact.

Funding panel meetings take place monthly on the first Friday of each month, starting on Friday 1 May at 12:00pm, and are held at the Civic Offices, Epping Forest District Council.  The evaluation of the projects currently can take up to one day a month.  Her experience and insight into the local community was considered to be extremely valuable as a panel member  in helping ensure the fund supports projects that deliver real benefits for residents across the whole district.  The use of her time in this manner is expected to stand this Council in ‘good stead’, especially as we move into the phase of Unitary Authorities and Neighbourhood Panels.

C26.032 SKIP ON THORNWOOD ALLOTMENTS
The Allotment Warden for Thornwood would like to request the Parish Council fund the provision of a skip on the Thornwood Allotments.  The rationale for this is a significant amount of rubbish on the recently leased plots which is unfair to new tenants.  The warden advised the allotment community re-use where they can, but some things are no longer any use or broken, In addition, there were some sheds/greenhouses that have been abandoned and were full of unusable items which they would like to clean out and put back into use as communal assets for new tenants.  The whole site could do with a clean-up with a vision to stop anyone from now on bringing/leaving rubbish on site making it a nicer environment for people to enjoy growing.    The cost of a skip is expected to be between £150 – £375 dependent on size. Cllr Spearman stated that he could understand this, and would support perhaps a 7 or 8 yard skip.  Cllr Clegg agreed.  It was AGREED to fund a skip, with the proviso that it was not to be used for any personal items from home, and should be located in the boundary of the allotments over the gate.   The warden could choose a particular day, and the skip would only be there for a few days.

Meeting closed 21.22


																	Signed .........................................................

																	Date .............................................................
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