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NOTICE OF MEETING
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk67569362]A Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on MONDAY 1st JUNE 2026 at 7.30 pm to transact the business shown in the Agenda below. This meeting will be held in the THORNWOOD COMMON PARISH HALL, WEALD HALL LANE, THORNWOOD.
	
Susan Deluca

Susan De Luca 
Clerk to the Council	
26th May 2026
AGENDA




1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
To receive / accept any apologies for absence

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk41374791][bookmark: _Hlk198823270][bookmark: _Hlk138848018]CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
To AGREE the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th May 2026, attached at Appendix 1.  

4. [bookmark: _Hlk118199880]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public for a period determined by the Chairperson of the 
Meeting.   Please NOTE if the Clerk has not been previously notified of the Question, Council may have
to note questions and respond to them after the Meeting.

6. REPORT OF THE CLERK	
To RECEIVE a report or update from the Clerk on Parish Council matters that staff have been working on.
a) Various planning matters 
b) Various cemetery matters. 
c) Neighbourhood Pan – See item on the main Agenda
d) Reporting of Various Fly tipping & Pothole Issues
e) Various Allotment Matters – including removal of Trees
f) Posting of EFDC Election Notices
g) Annual Parish Assembly
h) Parish Hall at Thornwood - Bookings

7. [bookmark: _Hlk7692641][bookmark: _Hlk212566813][bookmark: _Hlk175563455][bookmark: _Hlk64997205][bookmark: _Hlk81238094][bookmark: _Hlk7692575]REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS  
Councillors are reminded that, if possible, members reports should be submitted in written form for noting only, this enables the meeting to flow smoothly and allows adequate time for discussion of matters appertaining to the Parish. Written reports, if available, will be reproduced at Appendix 2.

a) Chairman’s Report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report 
c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting 
d) Parish Councillors Reports 
e) Queens Hall Charity Report
f)  Highways  - Various Road closures –We have reported these via  social media

8. [bookmark: _Hlk155103885][bookmark: _Hlk41377292][bookmark: _Hlk94537280]FINANCIAL REPORTS 
a)  List of Cheques & Monthly Statement of Accounts up to 31st May 2026
b)  Investments – Latest available report will be given

9.FINAL INTERNAL AUDIT 2025/2026 
To NOTE the content of the final internal audit for 2025/2026 as attached at Appendix 3.

[bookmark: _Hlk198830867]10. EXTERNAL AUDIT (ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN) 2025/2026 
Each year the Councils Accounts and Practices (known as the Annual Governance and Accountability Return - AGAR) are reviewed by an external auditor appointed by the Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. For this Council, PKF Littlejohn are this Councils appointed auditors. The following dates for the External Audit apply for this Council: 
 • The AGAR must be approved by 30th June 2026 and submitted to PKF Littlejohn by 1st July 2026.
 • The requirement for the public inspection period (which must include the first 10 working days of July) will start 3rd June and will end on 14th July 2026. 

As the income for this Council was over £200,000, it is subject to an Intermediate Review as part of the limited assurance review process. The Clerk is also responsible for completing numerous documents to submit to the auditor, as well as setting requirements in terms of the notification of public rights. Council is now asked to: 
a) Review of effectiveness of the system of internal control of this Council
b) Prepare the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) 
c) Approve the Annual Governance Statement by way of RESOLUTION
d) Consider the Accounting Statements (Section 2)
e) Approve the Accounting Statements by way of RESOLUTION 
f) Ensure that both the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statement is signed and dated by the person presiding at the meeting. 
Attached to the agenda at Appendix 4 are sections 1 and 2 for Councillors information and review.

11. EPPING FOREST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION BRANCH OF LOCAL COUNCILS LIAISON COMMITTEE
This committee met on the 13th May 2026 with a number of matters discussed including EFDC Planning, lack of attendance at Local Liaison Meetings, Local Government Reorganisation, Devolution, and Parish Council Charter. A verbal update will be given at the meeting, however Members are asked to note that it has been suggested that the next two EFDC Local Liaison Meetings are held by Zoom / Teams to see if this increases attendance.
    
12. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
A verbal Update will be given at the meeting.

13.OUTSTANDING HIGHWAY MATTERS
A list of outstanding highway matters that the Parish Council has been advised of by residents or Councillors, and which have been reported to ECC and in some cases EFDC, and which have been outstanding for a considerable amount of time, have now been reported to both District and County Councillors.  A list of these is attached for Members attention at Appendix 5.

14.  EFDC SCHEME OF DELEGATION
Following the Planning Meeting on the 11th May, the Clerk wrote to Epping Forest District Council CEO – Andrew Small and also Democratic Services regarding the concerns of Members of this Council in relation to the Scheme of Delegation.  Attached at Appendix 6 is the email relating to this.  The Clerk / PFO will also provide an update to Councillors on the proposed National Scheme of Delegation.  Members are asked how they wish to move FORWARD in this matter.

15. NORTH WEALD MARKET TRAFFIC 
Members are advised that there has been communication with the Airfield Manager over the late May Bank Holiday Traffic. The Council was advised of various traffic management measures which have been  put in place by EFDC and seem to currently be working well.

16. ELECTRICITY CONTRACT FOR THORNWOOD HALL
On 22nd June 2026, the Councils current energy contract (4 years) for the Thornwood Hall comes to an end.  With the help of Utility Aid (contracted by NALC to assist Parish Councils), the Clerk and PFO have been looking at the councils options, including 1, 2, 3 and 4 year deals.  The Clerk and PFO will provide an update at the meeting in terms of the costing (these fluctuate daily) and the Council will be asked to CONSIDER which option they wish to choose.

17. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY & BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY
Arrangements are currently being looked at and discussed for these two events.  They will be included in the Agenda for the Environment & Open Spaces Meeting which will be held in early June.

18. PURCHASE OF LAND INCORPORATING THE BOWLS CLUB 
The Solicitors have now confirmed that HM Land Registry have completed the registration of the transfer, and have sent updated documents for our records.  The clerk has now received final documents from the Council’s solicitors relating to the above.  The Land Registry have registered a restriction against the property at B2 of the title register. This is a restriction placed on the title register when the property is held under a tenancy in common. The restriction can either be removed when the Council come to sell the property in the future, or we can appoint another trustee to override the restriction on the register. 

Alternatively, the Solicitor can assist with cancelling the restriction and Land Registry have advised of their  requirements for cancelling the restriction. Having reviewed the requirements the Solicitors estimate that this will take around an hour of our time at Adam Perrin’s hourly rate of £350 plus VAT. 

We are advised to let them know if we require this restriction to be cancelled. Members are asked how they wish to PROCEED in this matter.

19.COUNCILLORS SURGERY
Members are advised that Cllr Tom Bromwich will be holding his Surgery at the Queens Hall, on Saturday 30th May – 10 to 12 noon.  Appointments can be booked via the Parish Office. 

[bookmark: _Hlk156918287]20. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
In the event that the Agenda contains Exempt (pink) pages, or an item needs to be discussed
confidentially, to CONSIDER the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman:
“That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity 
  would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
  about to be discussed. However an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance.
NOTE: There are currently  NO CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS to be considered 
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