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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

MINUTES



Meeting:	Parish Council meeting
Date:		13th April 2026, 7pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

PRESENT: 	(9)  Cllr Buckley (Chairman), Cllr Clegg,  Cllr Blanks, Cllr Mrs Etherington, Cllr Mrs Hawkins, Cllr Irvine, Cllr Ms Wood, Cllr Kinnear, Cllr Tyler 
 
Officers in Attendance (1)
	Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer (meeting Clerk)
* for part of meeting

Members of the Public (8) – Inc EFDC Cllrs Burrows and Bromwich*, and representatives from Google*
Members of the Press  (1) 

The Chairman advised that prior to the formalities of the meeting, a number of representatives from Google and their associates were present to address the Council on progress with the Data Centre planning application.
There were 5 representatives present:
· Daphne Adjei – Google 
· Rebecca  Coleman – SEC Newgate
· Sarah Williams – Mallory Land
· Viral Bhavsar (IDOM)
· Chris Gascoigne (DP9)

The meeting Clerk reminded Councillors present that outline planning permission had been granted for a data centre on North Weald Airfield, and that it was unusual developers were continuing their engagement as you normally don’t see them after permission is granted. 

Daphnie set out that as the project had developed, planning consultants and architects had now been ‘onboarded’, and that there were some handouts they wanted to show the Council setting out progress with the development.   

Viral and Chris provided a summary of their roles as part of the project.  Sarah stated the conditions of the planning permission were just being finalised as part of the planning permission with EFDC, and it will be at this point that Viral and Chris very much take up the reins moving into the reserved matters application process.  Viral stated that one of the first tasks they looked at was studying the Masterplan layout for the site, and some minor amendments and changes have been made to the layout, beneficial to both to the data centre and the wider context.  The office building has been repositioned, fundamentally from a safety perspective to allow a distance from the substation. In addition, they have looked at the setting of the ATC and how this is being designed to afford an area where the public and local community can interact, so the fence line around the ATC has changed – pulled back in the south east corner – also to provide the possible provision of a pocket park. There are some slight changes on the northern side of the ATC boundary.   Changes have also been made to the bund on the western side of the site, primarily for safety reasons, being reshaped to protect the facility from Aircraft. 

With regard to the massing of the data centre, there has been a substantial change in height with it now being substantially smaller than what was agreed as part of the parameter plans. There are parts of the site which are now 10-12 meters lower than what was included in the parameter plans.   There are likely to be further tweaks, but not overly significant.   There has also been consideration as to how the site will link with the wider masterplan area in terms of connections to pedestrian routes, the SANG, and various destination points.  They are also considering a possible viewing platform north-west of the site – a place the public can re-engaged with the airfield.   There is a change in terms of the masterplan with movement of the HGVs which will now go around the site rather than through it, however they plan to create a pedestrianised area within the site boundary but outside the perimeter fencing which will allow people to be outside the vehicle movements.    The preliminary indicative images show how the space will operate, however there is still a lot of work to be done to define the usage of the spaces.  The idea is to provide a landscaped area / public plaza area as you approach the front of the site creating a setting for the ATC, with screening via trees and potentially a mesh wall, the idea being to mask the development of the data centre as much as possible, and for the focus to be on the ATC.

Cllr Tyler stated he was concerned that the cooling towers were now proposed to be located at the ‘village’ end of the site, which has the potential to cause a disruption by way of a background hum to local residents as this would probably be the noisiest part of the data centre.  Viral advised there were extensive studies being undertaken and they were looking at mitigation measures as well as redefining what the acoustic levels are around the site, however they would ensure that any noise was within accepted levels. Cllr Tyler stated that there also seemed to be an exhaust extraction, and asked how Google would stop this misting up and creating cloud cover over the runway.  Viral advised there was CFD analysis that was being taking into account, looking at how this influences these standing areas. Cllr Tyler advised his concern was primarily around the safety of the NAPS and Ambulance service that operates from the airfield.  Viral advised that it was not a water cooled system they would be operating so this would reduce the air borne vapour, and was in essence an air cooled system so was more technically related to air rather than water.   Chris advised that there were two very specific conditions as part of the outline planning that included updating of the noise surveys and submitting the background data relating to noise. 

The meeting Clerk asked if google would be happy to receive any feedback directly from the Parish Council relating to noise, as it may be a DRC application that covers this issue where the Parish Council would be unable to comment.  Google advised they would listen to any feedback.  Cllr Tyler asked if the Parish Council could be given sight of any noise documents prior to submitting the planning application, however this was not agreed as it would not follow the correct process.  Sarah advised she was sure there would be another opportunity to present to the Parish Council when the reserved matters application was submitted. 

Cllr Irvine stated he felt there were a lot of positives with the proposed changes presented at the meeting, with the redefinition of the area around the ATC being much better, and the lower height of the data centre building being welcomed especially by aviation users of the airfield.  However he could not see how the ATC would be developed was part of the agenda tonight and asked where does it fit in.   Daphnie advised that Sheyda or Michael had already reached out to the Parish Council about putting together a steering committee, the idea being that the committee would be made up various stakeholders within the borough which would include the Parish Council, EFDC, Youth Councillors, etc.  The idea is to determine exactly what would happen with the ATC and it’s use, how it will be managed, who will be working there, opening times, etc, as Google understand and appreciate that the ATC is a community asset and it is not for Google to dictate what its future use is.    

Cllr Tyler also raised the matter of the Essex Community Fund, and asked if the Steering Committee will manage the allocation of this fund.  Daphnie advised that he was referring to the Epping Forest Community Fund, and this fund was entirely separate and was managed by EFDC.  Daphnie stated that Mike was due to meet with the Parish Council to understand the needs of the Council and see how Google can take a really considered approach to funding outside of the Community Fund for EFDC.  There is a separate fund that is being proposed which will be specifically for the Parish Council. 

It was confirmed that works will still involve cutting into the ground, so the data centre was level. 

It was noted that Google had started their internet safety programme for the community with the Internet Legends programme, kicking off on 14th April at St Andrews Primary School.  This offers free internet safety training sessions for all primary school children, with a separate session for secondary school children.  They area also trialling training for the parents, beginning in a few weeks time back at St Andrews School, and will report back on its success.  This training is available to all schools in the District, and Google have been in contact with all schools. Cllr Tyler advised there were a lot of people that were not computer literate and suggested Google may wish to hire a local village hall to provide training to such individuals.  Cllr Etherington advised that not every child in the village goes to St Andrews, but perhaps other schools in the District, and suggested Google should advertise this a little more.

Rebecca advised that Google were very happy to come back and update the Parish Council on progress with the Reserved Matters application. The Chairman thanked those present for attending and providing the update.

[EFDC Cllr Tom Bromwich arrived]

C25.227 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (3)
Apologies received and accepted from Cllrs Lambert, Mrs Jackman and Spearman.

C25.228 OTHER ABSENCES (2)	
Cllr Stroud and Cllr Born.

C25.229 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

C25.230 MINUTES
Councillors AGREED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd March 2026.

C25.231 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
None.

C25.232 NOTICE OF VACANCY
The meeting Clerk advised that Cllr Nigel Bedford had tendered his resignation as Parish Councillor for North Weald Bassett, resulting in a casual vacancy for which the relevant Notice of Vacancy had been erected.  The meeting Clerk explained that if a poll was not called by 23rd April 2026, this Council would be able to co-opt, and this would be on the May agenda if so.  Cllr Tyler asked that thanks should be recorded for the work and support from Nigel Bedford during his time as Councillor.  It was noted that the Clerk had already written to Nigel thanking him for his service as Councillor. 

C25.233 REPORT OF THE CLERK
The Clerk provided an update on current matters, which included:

· Various planning matters including NW Masterplan Application and attendance at EFDC Planning Meeting.  Councillors were advised that planning permission EPF/2587/23 for up to 780 new homes in North Weald was granted at the EFDC Planning Committee meeting on 9th April 2026, subject to two very strict points:
· the prior completion of a Legal Agreement within six months of the resolution to grant planning permission to secure the planning obligations and planning conditions listed in Appendix 1 of the report. Agreement of terms, schedules and other key matters contained within the legal agreement are delegated to the Director of Planning. 
· an acceptable mitigation strategy being agreed to mitigate impacts in respect of the Strategic Road Network (M11 J7) and connecting adopted local roads, and National Highways withdrawing its holding objection 
a) Various cemetery matters. 
b) Thornwood Village Hall  - New Roof/Solar Panels– and Re-opening of Hall – now complete and detailed later in the agenda.
c) CCTV – Requests from Police for CCTV Images – High Road North Weald
d) Neighbourhood Pan – See item on the main Agenda
e) Reporting of Various Fly tipping & Pothole Issues
f) Various Allotment Matters
g) Posting of EFDC Election Notices – The meeting Clerk read out the candidates for both the District and County elections. 

C25.234 REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – The Chairman advised that works were taking place by the owner of the car park at the shops in North Weald to improve the drainage.  This is following continuous drainage and flooding issues at this location for many months.  This land is privately owned, and it seems work was now being done to address the issue. Cllr Tyler advised that this area is also frequently littered with rubbish, to which the Chairman advised that he had tried to address this issue on many occasions previously with the shop owners, even stating that the Parish Council may be willing to fund the purchase and emptying of rubbish bins, but this had fallen on deaf ears.  Cllr Etherington advised there was a rubbish bin on the small green just in front of the shops. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – Cllr Mrs Hawkins advised that the allotment site visits continue, and most people had started to work their plots – certainly since the bad weather earlier in the year.   She would also like it recorded that the decorating of the hall was excellent, and that both senior groups were very happy to return following the closure. 

c) District & County Councillors Reports – Cllr Burrows advised that he would not be standing for re-re-election as District Councillor, and thanked the Parish Council for their support over the years.  The Parish Council and Cllr Bromwich thanked Cllr Burrows for his time as District Councillor.

Cllr Bromwich provided an update on his activities over the last month, which included litter picks in Kiln Road and Watermans Way, confirming he was building a map of the worst areas for the dumping of Nitrous Oxide canisters. A litter pick in Woodside would be taking place in April, as well as a future one in Hastingwood around Rolls Farm ditches. Cllr Bromwich advised he hosted the first Iftar / Lent meal in the village with over 50 people in attendance.  He had held a Councillor surgery on 7th March, and would be holding another one on 18th April.  He confirmed he would be attending the Google safety event at St Andrews.  He had reported numerous instances of fly tipping, as well as the muddy area by Ongar Park Wood which is not passable. He is working with the City of London to address a possible encroachment situation on the B1393 by Brickfield Cottage.  He is working with NEPP regarding issues along Weald Hall Lane, Brookfield, and also outside the vets in North Weald.  He has also been assisting a number of local residents with housing issues and fielding enquiries about food caddies. 

d) Parish Councillors Reports – Cllr Irvine tabled a document which summarised some of his activities over the last month, which included the following:
· Queries over Hastingwood Solar Farm – lots of residents had written to him and he fully understands their concerns.  The benefits to the village are minor, but the impact major.
· Gateway signs – he advised funding had previously been secured for these in Hastingwood, however he had previously been advised that the signs were too big to install, however he noted that Harlow Council had installed thinner, taller signs and that perhaps this should be revisited.
· Directional sign at the top of Mill Street is obstructed and dirty – who deals with this?
· Due to meet with representatives regarding the EFDC Community Fund on 27th April.
· Still continuing to bang the drum about Hastingwood having poor broadband access, despite the fact that two of the worlds most sophisticated data centres will be located less than 2 miles away. 
· Lots of left over material on verges following road works – why is this not being collected and just being left on the highway?
Cllr Irvine confirmed he would send the completed version out to the Parish Office and would be happy to receive guidance from anybody as to how to resolve these issues. 

Cllr Clegg provided an update on the Community Speedwatch programme, stating they were out for 1 hour the prior Friday in Upland Road, where out of the 125 vehicles using that road during that time period, 27% were speeding, the highest being 48MPH.  It has also been noticed that instances of abuse and aggression are getting more frequent. The individual doing 48MPH has been reported using the Extra Eyes system.  Cllr Clegg asked if an update had been received regarding the signage at the Tudor House devilment, to which the meeting Clerk advised that it would not be removed, and instead the developer will be applying for planning permission to regularise it.

Cllr Tyler addressed the reduced 40MPH speed limit between the Coopersale turning and The Plain, stating that where the new 40MPH signs have been located is causing confusion, and some drivers may think the vehicle in front of them is turning left into Coopersale and try to overtake.  Cllr Mrs Etherington agreed, stating she had witnessed this exact incident the prior week stating it was a very dangerous situation. The meeting Clerk reminded Councillors that this Council had originally responded to the TRO that the 40MPH zone should extend all the way to North Weald, and that this would alleviate this problem.  It was AGREED the meeting Clerk would write to ECC to advise them of this situation, urging them to relook at it.   Cllr Clegg reminded Councillors that this Council had agreed to support a proposed 30MPH zone in Thornwood extended all the way past Cross Keys, and asked the meeting Clerk if there was an update. The meeting Clerk advised there wasn’t, but that she would chase this.  EFDC Cllr Bromwich mentioned a crossing had also been proposed.

Cllr Mrs Etherington asked if PC Cook could be contacted and asked to show an increased visible police presence in the village following numerous reports of teenagers on bikes riding recklessly and intimidating local residents.  Cllr Ms Wood advised that the Youth Club also had a problem with some of the children, with some damage being caused in the hall.  Cllr Mrs Etherington advised some of the youths were wearing balaclavas.  The meeting Clerk confirmed she would raise the matter with PC Cook.

Cllr Tyler stated that the flags on the lamp posts were now starting to look tatty and asked what the protocol was for removal.  The meeting Clerk advised that the majority of these flags were on ECC owned Street lights, and ECC had publicly stated they would not be removing them unless they posed a safety risk.

e) Queens Hall Charity Report – Cllr Ms Wood advised everything was doing well with the hall.

f) Highways – Various road closures, which were detailed on social media when advised.

C25.235 FINANCIAL REPORTS
Councillors APPROVED the monthly cheque list for March 2026 which had been emailed to Councillors.  The Clerk advised the latest CCLA interest report showed interest received of £433.09.  It was also noted that the notice of external audit for 25/26 had been received,

C25.236 PATHWAY BETWEEN WEALD COMMON AND NORTH WEALD VILLAGE HALL
The Chairman advised that the North Weald Village Hall committee would be meeting on Wednesday this week, where they will be discussing this item in detail. The Chairman reminded Councillors that he had provided a hand written map with the suggestion of 3 possible routes between the village hall car park and the common. Cllr Tyler asked if the willow had a TPO on it, to which the meeting Clerk advised it didn’t but that it was included in the 50 most important trees in Epping Forest.

C25.237 PARISH HALL AT THORNWOOD COMMON
The meeting Clerk advised that works to complete the new roof and solar panels on Thornwood Hall were completed, with just a few outstanding minor actions. Works were completed on time and on budget.  Thanks were given to the office staff for sourcing the grant funding to support this.  Cllr Irvine stated that it was projects like these that people are not made aware of, and that this was a great opportunity to post something positive on social media.  It was AGREED to place a ‘Social Media’ item on the next agenda to consider this in more detail.

C25.238 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Councillors noted that the Draft Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 Consultation had now concluded.  There were very few responses from residents, but a good response from the Statutory Consultees.  The next stage would be to summarise the responses, and for the Neighbourhood Plan Committee to consider if changes are needed to the draft plan before the final Regulation 16 submission.  Cllr Irvine asked where the resident responses were from, to which the meeting Clerk advised this was not a questions that was asked.   The meeting Clerk advised that if the Neighbourhood Plan goes to referendum, there will need to be a clear plan to raise public awareness.  The meeting Clerk advised getting residents to understand and engage with the Neighbourhood Plan was very challenging.  Cllr Mrs Etherington agreed, stating that this week there were posts on social media about the new homes in the North Weald Masterplan Area, however the Pairsh Council and Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group had been publicising this development for nearly 10 years – including various leaflets and information posted through every home in the Parish.  

C25.239 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
Councillors NOTED that on 25th March 2026, the Government announced it was supporting proposals for a 5 tier unitary system for Essex, meaning Epping Forest District will be merged with Harlow and Uttlesford to create the new ‘West Essex Council’.  The Ministerial Statement sets out that delivering reorganisation for the benefit of all residents is a shared endeavour, and ongoing collaboration will be vital to ensure that these reforms are implemented with the interests of residents at their heart.  The Government remain committed to the timetable they have set out previously, with elections to the new unitary councils taking place in May 2027, ahead of them going live and delivering services in April 2028. 

C25.240 ESSEX SAFER SPEEDS STRATEGY
Councillors noted that Essex County Council had launched a public consultation on the new draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy. The consultation started on Monday 16 March 2026 and closes on Sunday 26 April 2026. Details about the strategy and consultation were included within the main body of the agenda.  The meeting Clerk provided a brief summary of the consultation, setting out that ECC wanted in effect to create bespoke speed limits for each road in the County.  After discussion, the Council AGREED that safer speed limits are good for everybody, and they would like the meeting Clerk to respond to the consultation supporting this idea in principle. 

C25.241 TRAFFIC ORDER – B181 – FROM 60MPH TO 40MPH
The Council were recently consulted on a Traffic Order to reduce the Speed from a point approximately 7 metres from the extended eastern kerb line of The Plain to a point approximately 64 metres north west of the eastern extended kerb line of Coopersale Common for a total length of approximately 597 metres.  Members NOTED this Traffic Order had now been approved, and referred to the earlier conversation in the meeting, reminding the meeting Clerk to raise this safety matter with ECC Highways.

C25.242 FORTHCOMING DATES
Members NOTED the following dates for their diary:
· Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – Monday, 11 May (Monday, 4 May is a Bank Holiday)
· Annual Parish Assembly – Monday, 18 May

C25.243 DONATION OF TREE FOR SENSORY GARDEN
The Parish Council had been given a donation of a tree which has been placed in the Sensory Garden.  This tree has been grown from a sapling from former Cllr Brian Eldridge’s garden.  Members recalled Councillor Eldridge was a very active Councillor and former Vice Chairman of the Parish Council who took a great interest in open spaces and the environment. As such, a small granite plaque will be placed in front of the tree, with a short dedication ceremony to include the Chairman and Cllr Irvine.  A date is yet to be agreed.

Meeting closed 20.20


																	Signed .........................................................

																	Date .............................................................
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