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NOTICE OF MEETING
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk67569362]A Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on MONDAY 13th APRIL 2026 at 7.00 pm to transact the business shown in the Agenda below. This meeting will be held in the THORNWOOD COMMON PARISH HALL, WEALD HALL LANE, THORNWOOD.
	
Susan Deluca

Susan De Luca 
Clerk to the Council	
7th April 2026
AGENDA




PLEASE NOTE THE MEETING WILL COMMENCE AT 7.00PM TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF GOOGLE WHO HAVE ASKED TO ATTEND THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TO  UPDATE ALL IN ATTENDANCE

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
To receive and AGREE any apologies for Absence

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk41374791][bookmark: _Hlk198823270][bookmark: _Hlk138848018]CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
To AGREE the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd March 2026, attached at Appendix 1.  

4. [bookmark: _Hlk118199880]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public for a period determined by the Chairperson of the 
Meeting.   Please NOTE if the Clerk has not been previously notified of the Question, Council may have
to note questions and respond to them after the Meeting.

6. NOTICE OF VACANCY
To receive a resignation and therefore note a Notice of Vacancy for a Parish Councillor for North Weald  VILLAGE Ward. 

7. REPORT OF THE CLERK	
To RECEIVE a report or update from the Clerk on Parish Council matters that staff have been working on.
a) Various planning matters including NW Masterplan Application and attendance at EFDC Planning Meeting.
b) Various cemetery matters. 
c) Thornwood Village Hall  - New Roof/Solar Panels– and Re-opening of Hall
d) CCTV – Requests from Police for CCTV Images – High Road North Weald
e) Neighbourhood Pan – See item on the main Agenda
f) Reporting of Various Fly tipping & Pothole Issues
g) Various Allotment Matters
h) Posting of EFDC Election Notices

8. [bookmark: _Hlk7692641][bookmark: _Hlk212566813][bookmark: _Hlk175563455][bookmark: _Hlk64997205][bookmark: _Hlk81238094][bookmark: _Hlk7692575]REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS  
Councillors are reminded that, if possible, members reports should be submitted in written form for noting only, this enables the meeting to flow smoothly and allows adequate time for discussion of matters appertaining to the Parish. Written reports, if available, will be reproduced at Appendix 2.

a) Chairman’s Report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report 
c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting 
d) Parish Councillors Reports 
e) Queens Hall Charity Report
f)  Highways  - Various Road closures –We have reported these via  social media

9. [bookmark: _Hlk155103885][bookmark: _Hlk41377292][bookmark: _Hlk94537280]FINANCIAL REPORTS 
a)  List of Cheques & Monthly Statement of Accounts up to 31st March 2026
b)  Investments – Latest available report will be given
c)  Notice of External Audit Received from PKF Littlejohn

10. [bookmark: _Hlk209985686]PATHWAY BETWEEN WEALD COMMON AND NORTH WEALD VILLAGE HALL
It is expected that the Chairman will give a report on the Meeting he had with a representative of the Village Hall Committee.

11. PARISH HALL AT THORNWOOD COMMON
The Parish Hall at Thornwood re-opened on the 1st April.  Regular hirers and occasional hirers have restarted with their hirings from this date.  The majority of works have now been completed. Members are invited to pop into the hall, by contacting a member of the office staff, or to contact Cllr Shirley Hawkins, who will show you around the Hall.

12. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
A verbal Update will be given at the meeting.

13. LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW
On 25th March 2026, the Government announced it was supporting proposals for a 5 tier unitary system for Essex, meaning Epping Forest District will be merged with Harlow and Uttlesford to create the new ‘West Essex Council’.  The Ministerial Statement sets out that delivering reorganisation for the benefit of all residents is a shared endeavour, and ongoing collaboration will be vital to ensure that these reforms are implemented with the interests of residents at their heart.  The Government remain committed to the timetable they have set out previously, with elections to the new unitary councils taking place in May 2027, ahead of them going live and delivering services in April 2028. 

14.  ESSES SAFER SPEEDS STRATEGY
Essex County council have launched a public consultation on the new draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy. The consultation started on Monday 16 March 2026 and closes on Sunday 26 April 2026. Details about the strategy and consultation are below:

Speed is the biggest factor in serious road traffic collisions in Essex. In 2025, 60 people lost their lives on the county’s roads, while many more suffered life-changing injuries. Nearly half of the deaths were related to excess speed. Residents also often tell us they feel unsafe walking, cycling or moving around their neighbourhoods because of vehicle speeds. To achieve ECC shared Vision Zero aspiration that no one should be killed or seriously injured on Essex roads by 2040, ECC need to take steps to manage speeds, improve road design and support safer travel choices.

The new draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy, which has been  developed in partnership with the Safer Essex Roads Partnership, sets out a flexible and evidence-based approach. It will help  introduce safer speeds across Essex, with recommended speed limits decided based on how different streets are used. There will not be a blanket approach. Speed limits will instead be decided on a case-by-case basis, where there is demand for change by local communities.  
 
ECC want to hear the thoughts of people who live, visit or work in Essex on the draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy. The feedback that is  received through the public consultation will help  refine and improve the strategy before it is finalised and adopted later this year 

For more information about the strategy and to take part in the consultation, please visit: https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/essex-highways/essex-safer-speeds-strategy

Printed copies of the survey, consultation summary document and full draft strategy will  be available in main libraries. They can also be requested by emailing saferspeeds@essexhighways.org

ECC will be joining the Safer Essex Roads Partnership at four of its upcoming Vision Zero community roadshow events, offering an opportunity for people to find out more about the draft strategy and ask any questions. Details are available on the consultation page.  The easiest way to provide feedback is by completing the online survey at: https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/essex-highways/essex-safer-speeds-strategy.   Alternatively, you can send a response by email to saferspeeds@essexhighways.org
 
ECC also ask that we  share the public consultation link across our networks, social media pages and other channels to help us promote the consultation and encourage as much feedback as possible from local residents., which we have done.  If you have any questions about the strategy or consultation, please email ECC at saferspeeds@essexhighways.org. 

Members are asked to view this initiative and give their thoughts at the meeting so the Clerk can respond accordingly. 

15. TRAFFIC ORDER – B181 – FROM 60MPH TO 40MPH 
The Council were recently consulted on a Traffic Order to reduce the Speed from a point approximately 7 metres from the extended eastern kerb line of The Plain to a point approximately 64 metres north west of the eastern extended kerb line of Coopersale Common for a total length of approximately 597 metres.  Members are advised that this Traffic Order has now been approved.

16. FORTHCOMING DATES
Members are asked to NOTE the following dates for their diary:
· Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – Monday, 11 May (Monday, 4 May is a Bank Holiday)
· Annual Parish Assembly – Monday, 18 May
   
17. DONATION OF TREE FOR SENSORY GARDEN 
The Parish Council has been given a donation of a tree which has been placed in the Sensory Garden.  This tree has been grown from a sapling from former Cllr Brian Eldridge’s garden.  As Members will recall Councillor Eldridge was very active Councillor and former Vice Chairman of the Parish Council who took a great interest in open spaces and the environment. As such, a small granite plaque has been ordered and will be placed in front of the tree.

18. [bookmark: _Hlk156918287]EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
In the event that the Agenda contains Exempt (pink) pages, or an item needs to be discussed
confidentially, to CONSIDER the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman:
“That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity 
  would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
  about to be discussed. However an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance.

NOTE: There are currently  NO CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS to be considered 
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