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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

MINUTES



Meeting:	Parish Council meeting
Date:		2nd February 2026, 7.30pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

PRESENT: 	(8)  Cllr Buckley (Chairman), Cllr Clegg,  Cllr Blanks, Cllr Mrs Jackman, Cllr Tyler, Cllr Mrs Hawkins, Cllr Born, Cllr Irvine
 
Officers in Attendance (2)
	Susan De Luca, Parish Clerk
	Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer

Members of the Public (1) – PC Cook (for part of meeting) 
Members of the Press  (1) 

C25.189 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (6)
Apologies received and accepted from Cllrs Bedford, Spearman, Etherington, Lambert, Wood, and Kinnear.

C25.190 OTHER ABSENCES (1)	
Cllr Stroud.

C25.191 MINUTES
Councillors AGREED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th January 2026.

C25.192 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

C25.193 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
PC Cook provided a brief update on crime matters in the Parish going back to November 2025, setting out there had been one theft of motor vehicle which was a breakdown truck left in Rayley Lane, some damage caused by children to the EOR Santa Express, and a dangerous dog issue in Higham View.  The Chairman thanked PC Cook for his report, after which PC Cook left the meeting.

C25.194 REPORT OF THE CLERK
The Clerk provided an update on current matters, which included:
a) Various planning matters
a) Various cemetery matters
b) Thornwood Village Hall, various matters, including HR matters
c) CCTV – Parade of Shops – Now installed and fully functional
d) Neighbourhood Plan – PFO advised that following correspondence with the Councils consultant raising a query about the current NPPF consultation, the recommendation was to continue to progress with the plan.
e) Internal Audit
f) Continuing with contacting Hall Hirers re Hall Closure starting February 2026 until end of March 2026 for works to roof
g) Defibrillator – all functional and working
h) Fly tipping issues – Cllr Irvine asked what the PC can do regarding fly tipping other than just reporting it. The Clerk advised that the matter is reported to ECC and the Parish Office keeps a log of any fly tipping raised. There was discussion as to if covert cameras could be an option, or if vehicle registration plates of offenders could be obtained or would be useful.  The Clerk explained that both would be helpful, as would identifying any names or addresses contained within the fly tip (albeit any evidence should not be removed).  The constant fly tipping at the layby near Art Nurseries was discussed, with the Chairman advising that Art Nurseries had previously offered to cut back the vegetation between the layby and A414, however they had not received a response from EFDC.
i) Google – Planning Application – dealt with under confidential item.
j) Local Government Review – response submitted

C25.195 REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – The Chairman advised that the works to the sleepers and to install the new bench in the garden outside the shops in North Weald had still not taken place as better weather was needed.

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – Cllr Mrs Hawkins advised that allotment visits would start in March.

c) District & County Councillors Reports – No reports

d) Parish Councillors Reports – Cllr Blanks advised that EFDC had at last revealed some doubts about Qualis, as contained within the agenda for the O&S EFDC meeting on 9th February which states that “Financial modelling indicates that cashflow support will be needed from 2027/28, given the significant reduction in the development pipeline arising from LGR-related uncertainty. This reduction is materially affecting the financial sustainability of Qualis Development services”. Cllr Blanks stated that he felt this referred to potential support that was needed for Qualis, and that EFDC would probably blame LGR for their loss making subsidiary.   

Cllr Clegg provided an update on Community Speedwatch, confirming that Safer Essex had visited  Upland Road and Weald Bridge Road two weeks earlier completing speed checks.  There were 7 vehicles in Upland Road doing more than 40MPH, and 4 in Weald Bridge Road doing over 40MPH, all of which would be prosecuted.  Cllr Clegg stated that himself and the speedwatch team (who were also out on the same day) were very appreciative of this support.  The Safer Essex Team had also advised they would be willing to provide some support regarding speed, weight limits, and the new VAS. 

e) Queens Hall Charity Report – No report 

f) Highways – Various road closures, which were detailed on social media.

C25.196 FINANCIAL REPORTS
Councillors APPROVED the monthly cheque list for January 2026 which had been emailed to Councillors.  The Clerk advised the CCLA interest report had not yet been received. 

C25.197 INTERIM INTERNAL AUDIT 2025/2026
Members noted that the Interim Internal Audit was conducted on 21st January 2026, and noted the content of the report that was attached to the agenda.  Cllr Blanks advised that there was not a definitive answer as to whether or not the Council published its Publication Scheme, to which the PFO advised they did, but this was probably simply an error on the report.  The Clerk will let the internal auditor know.

C25.198 PATHWAY BETWEEN WEALD COMMON AND NORTH WEALD VILLAGE HALL
The Chairman advised that as reported at the previous meeting, he was due to meet with the North Weald Village Hall Committee shortly to look at if a more permanent path could be placed across village hall land between the car park and Weald Common.  At present, people were simply making their own alternative footpath around the cordoned off tree, but it was hoped a better solution could be agreed in conjunction with the village hall.  An update will be given at the next meeting.

C25.199 PARISH HALL AT THORNWOOD COMMON
Members recalled that the Planning Application for the Roof and Solar Panels for the Thornwood Hall was recently approved, and works were now scheduled. All groups and organisations that use the Parish Hall had now been advised that the hall will be closed between 16th February and 31st March.  The Clerk had previously been asked to contact the contractors with regard to the roof in the extension to advise that there was no asbestos in the roof in that area (as advised by Cllr Spearman who had helped build the extension) and to see if there would be any savings in the price given for potential additional works for a new roof for the area of the extension. The Clerk advised that she had spoken with the contractor, and there would be no significant saving as a result of this, and as such the small roof area would not be replaced, however the flashing would be addressed between the higher and lower roof areas.   The contractor had also asked if scaffolding could be erected a week earlier, and the office staff were looking into this.   Cllr Tyler suggested that if the hall was being upgraded, perhaps now would also be a good time to redecorate so that it could be properly promoted at the annual parish assembly.  The Clerk would look into this.
  
C25.200 COUNCILLOR TRAINING
The Clerk reminded Councillors of the Assertion 10 training on 9th February.  In addition, the Clerk advised that following a number of emails sent to Councillors about what training they felt was needed, the only response received was regarding training on Apologies and when / if to accept them.  As such, it was agreed to place this matter on the March agenda as an agenda item for an update instead of having a separate training session. 

C25.201 HIGHAM VIEW STEPS
Members were advised that the steps from Higham View to Weald Common were currently undergoing renovations, with works commencing on 2nd February and expected to take a few days.  The works are necessary for Health and Safety purposes.  Notices advising of the closure of the steps had been erected at the steps, on the Parish Council website and on social media.

C25.202 MEETING WITH EFDC CLLR WHITBREAD REGARDING MARKET TRAFFIC
The Clerk reminded members they had the opportunity of a further meeting with Cllr Chris Whitbread to discuss any continuing problems they had with traffic to and from the airfield on market days.   Cllrs Buckley and Blanks attended the meeting, together with the Clerk.  All councillors had been asked to submit any questions they wished to raise if they could not attend (as it was a day time meeting).  A number of councillors advised they had no further questions, however Cllrs Tyler and Cllr Wood had submitted questions.   A short summary of what was discussed was attached to the agenda.  Cllr Tyler advised that reading the summary, he didn’t feel that EFDC were actually addressing the problem, stating that the market was simply a money maker for the District and that is all they cared about.  The Chairman stated that he still firmly believed ‘boots on the ground’ at the Canes Lane roundabout was what was needed.  Members NOTED the summary.
 
C25.203 DEREK TRINGHAM
Councillors expressed their sadness at learning of the passing of Derek Tringham.  Derek had been a previous Parish Councillor for over twenty years, and Councillors agreed that the community had lost one of its most steadfast pillars, a man whose commitment to service was woven into the very fabric of village life. As a councillor, he brought not only wisdom and integrity, but a genuine love for the people he served. His presence was never ceremonial—he had a hands-on approach, and was always ready to roll up his sleeves for the good of others.  In accordance with usual Council policy, Members AGREED a donation of £50 to the families chosen Charity, Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital.  PROPOSED Cllr Clegg, SECONDED Cllr Irvine. Unanimously agreed.   

C25.204 ASSERTION 10 AND UK GDPR COMPLIANCE
Councillors were reminded that a training Course had been arranged for Councillors and Staff to be held on Monday 9th February – 7pm to 9pm - to better understand the requirements for Assertion 10 compliance. The Clerk reminded Councillors that from 2025/26 parish and town councils will be required to complete a new Assertion 10 as part of its Annual Governance Statement. The 2025 Practitioners' Guide, issued by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) (formerly JPAG), sets out the requirements of Assertion 10. These include:
· Using a council-owned (preferably .gov.uk) domain for the official website and for all councillor and staff email addresses.
· Operate an accessible website that meets current accessibility regulations (WCAG 2.2 AA). 
· Comply with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018, ensuring personal data is processed lawfully and securely.
· Recognise and fulfil the council’s role as a Data Controller, with appropriate policies and procedures in place.
· Publish required documents under the Freedom of Information Act and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.
· Have appropriate IT and email management policies to support secure and compliant digital operations. 
In practice, UK GDPR and Data Protection Act compliance means councils should have a holistic understanding of all of the personal data they process, their purpose for processing it, where it's stored, who has access (and why), whether that data is ever shared, and when, ultimately, that data is deleted.  To sign off Assertion 10 with confidence, Councils should have already taken steps during the current financial year to ensure compliance. For many councils, this may involve:
· Carrying out council-wide audits of  ‘personal data’ your council processes, why you hold it, who has access, and your lawful basis for processing.
· Risk assessing all the personal data processed by the council and identifying mitigations to reduce risk to the council and data subjects.
· Having appropriate data protection and information compliance policies in place that reflect how the council operates (not what it did in 2018)
· Putting in place regular and relevant data protection training for council staff and councillors
Councillors noted that the office staff continued to work on the necessary compliance, however Councillors, and the Council as a body, needed to have a clear understating of their responsibilities.  Councillors were asked to contact the Clerk if they wanted to attend the training.

C25.205 DATE FOR PARISH ASSEMBLY AND NEW FORMAT
Members were advised that the Parish Assembly must be held between 1st March and 1st June annually. Due to the Parish Hall being out of action for the whole of March, the Council needed to look at a new date, with the Clerk suggesting this should be some time in May.  The Clerk advised that at last years meeting, it had been suggested that the civic awards should only take place once every two years, and it was AGREED not to hold awards this year.  It was also suggested that this year’s assembly could have a slightly different format – one which encompasses not only the Annual Parish Assembly, but the Allotments Meeting and possibly also an event to promote the Draft Neighbourhood Plan consultation.  The suggestion of some type of competition for allotment holders was put forward.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would draft a different format and present this to Council, along with a proposed date in May, at the April Parish Council meeting for approval.   

Councillors also AGREED that for this year, the Annual Report would not be hand delivered to each home in the parish, but would be printed and placed at strategic pick up locations in the Parish, as well as being available electronically on the Parish Councils website.

C25.206 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
The public and the press were excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business  about to be discussed

C25.207 NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD CONTROL TOWER
Confidential item.  Refer to separate confident minute record.

Meeting closed 20.44


																	Signed .........................................................

																	Date .............................................................
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