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NOTICE OF MEETING
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk67569362]A Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on MONDAY 2nd MARCH 2026 at 7.30 pm to transact the business shown in the Agenda below. This meeting will be held in the QUEENS HALL COMMUNITY CENTRE, School Green Lane, North Weald.
	
Susan Deluca

Susan De Luca 
Clerk to the Council	
24th February 2026
AGENDA




1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
a. To understand the legislation regarding apologies for absence, full details of which are attached at Appendix 1.
b. To CONSIDER any absences which have been received.

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk41374791][bookmark: _Hlk198823270][bookmark: _Hlk138848018]CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
To AGREE the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd February 2026, attached at Appendix 2.  

4. [bookmark: _Hlk118199880]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public for a period determined by the Chairperson of the 
Meeting.   Please NOTE if the Clerk has not been previously notified of the Question, Council may have
to note questions and respond to them after the Meeting.

6. REPORT OF THE CLERK	
To RECEIVE a report or update from the Clerk on Parish Council matters that staff have been working on.
a) Various planning matters including Latton Priory Application .
b) Various cemetery matters. – updating Cemetery Maps. 
c) Thornwood Village Hall – Roof Extension
d) CCTV – Rear of the Village Hall - Upgrade
e) Neighbourhood Pan – See item on the main Agenda
f) Pothole Reporting
g) Various Fly tipping Issues
h) Google – Planning Application
i) Update on Policies and Procedures
j) Assertion 10 compliance
k) Review of Parish Council Policies & Procedures

7. [bookmark: _Hlk7692641][bookmark: _Hlk212566813][bookmark: _Hlk175563455][bookmark: _Hlk64997205][bookmark: _Hlk81238094][bookmark: _Hlk7692575]REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS  
Councillors are reminded that, if possible, members reports should be submitted in written form for noting only, this enables the meeting to flow smoothly and allows adequate time for discussion of matters appertaining to the Parish. Written reports, if available, will be reproduced at Appendix 3.

a) Chairman’s Report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report 
c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting 
d) Parish Councillors Reports 
e) Queens Hall Charity Report
f)  Highways  - Various Road closures –We have reported these via  social media

8. [bookmark: _Hlk155103885][bookmark: _Hlk41377292][bookmark: _Hlk94537280]FINANCIAL REPORTS 
a)  List of Cheques & Monthly Statement of Accounts up to 28th February  2026
b)  Investments – Latest available report will be given

9. [bookmark: _Hlk209985686]PATHWAY BETWEEN WEALD COMMON AND NORTH WEALD VILLAGE HALL
Following on from the February meeting, the Chairman of the Parish Council has been liaising direct with the Chairman of the North Weald Village Hall.  A verbal report will be given.

10. PARISH HALL AT THORNWOOD COMMON
a. Work to replace the roof and install solar panels has now commenced at the Parish Hall, Thornwood Common.  Drone footage has been received of a number of cracks in the extension roof. Cllr Spearman was asked to look at the footage and attend site to assess the condition of the roof, which he completed on 24th February.  An update will be given.
b. Following on from the last meeting, at the suggestion of Councillors, the Clerk obtained a quote from the Councils preferred contractors for the painting of the hall and the lobby.  Details of this will be advised at the meeting.

11. REVIEW OF POLICIES
1. The new Practitioners Guide 2025 sets out that from 25/26 the Parish Council should have adopted an IT Policy.  Attached to the agenda at Appendix 4 is a draft IT policy, based on the NALC Model, for consideration and adoption.  Councillors are asked to CONSIDER this.
1. The Parish Council’s website is required to meet the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.2 AA.  The Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) Accessibility Regulations 2018 explicitly requires that an accessibility statement is published on the website.  As such, Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the draft Accessibility Statement, a copy of which will be emailed to all Councillor email addresses.
1. As a result of the Interim Internal Audit, Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the approval of the new Privacy Policy for the Parish Council website, a copy of which will be emailed to all Councillor email addresses.
1. In August 2025, EFDC adopted a new Code of Conduct, based on the Local Government Association (LGA) model.  This Parish Council already adopted the LGA model, however is now asked to formally adopt the EFDC version, a copy of which will be emailed out to all Councillor email addresses.
1. The Parish Council should review its policies and procedures at least one per year.  This includes the following documents:
· Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Business Risk Assessment, Accessibility Statement, CCTV policy. Publication Scheme, Complaints Procedure, Environmental & Green Policy, Equality Policy, Health and Safety Policy, Bullying and Harassment Policy, Training Policy, Discipline & Grievance Policy, Information Protection Policy, Removable Media Policy, Internal Controls, Third Party Use of Council Resources Policy, Information Incident Policy.
The PFO will email out to Councillor email addresses policies where there are proposed amendments (which will be marked in red) and a list (and links) to policies that are not proposed for amendment.  Councillors are asked to review and either recommend changes, or readopt these policies.

12. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Neighbourhood Plan is now out for its Regulation 14 Consultation, the consultation period starting on 16th February and finishing on 30th March 2026.  184 Statutory Consultees/community groups have been directly consulted, with a further 381 interested parties also being directly consulted.  Notices have been placed on the Parish Council notice boards, the parish council website has been updated with all the details, and regular posts are made on social media, including via Everything Epping Forest. The PFO will give an update on the consultation at the meeting. 

13. LGR  PARISH ELECTIONS CONSULTATION
Essex County Council (ECC) have been asked to respond to the Government on what should happen to parish elections as a result of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). Monitoring Officers at ECC, Southend, and Thurrock have asked for individual councillors thoughts.  Although there has been very little time to consult, they are still keen to capture councillors views on the future timing of parish council elections. Below is a link to a short survey with three options being considered. There is also space to provide additional comments.  For Councillors information, the next North Weald Bassett Parish Council elections are scheduled to take place on 6th May 2027. The options for consultation are:
· Option 1 - No change to current electoral cycles
· Option 2 - Align all parish councils to the same year as the unitary council elections.
· Option 3 - Align all parish councils to the same year, but NOT in the same year as the unitary council elections
Link: Parish Elections & Local Government Reorganisation - Consultation Survey

Councillors are asked to note that here the elections do not align, the parish councils would have to fund the cost of the election themselves, regardless of whether it is contested or not.

By way of an update with regard to the new Unitary Authority elections, it is our understanding that elections to shadow principal councils will take place in May 2027, with those elected serving a five‑year term  until 2032, though the councillors’ first year will be spent while the councils operate in a shadow form. The new unitary authorities are expected to hold all‑out elections.  

14. PARISH COUNCIL OPEN SPACES AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
Members are advised that a meeting of this committee has been scheduled for March, the items on this Agenda will include the following:
· Parish Hall Fees 
· Allotment Fees
· Cemetery Fees
· EFDC – Possible Asset Transfers to PC’s
· Trees in Cemetery
The last meeting of this committee was held during the morning, and only had four members attend.  The one previous was an evening meeting and had been inquorate..  Members are therefore asked when they would like this meeting to take place.  Would they prefer a daytime meeting or an evening.  The details of the Councillors who are Members of this committee are as follows: 
· Cllr Buckley, Cllr Clegg, Cllr Mrs Hawkins, Cllr Irvine, Cllr Mrs Jackman, Cllr Born, Cllr Spearman, and Cllr Tyler (evenings only)

15. FORTHCOMING DATES
Members are asked to NOTE the following dates for their diary:
· April PC Meeting will be Monday, 13 April (Monday, 6 April is a Bank Holiday)
· Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – Monday, 11 May (Monday, 4 May is a Bank Holiday)
· Annual Parish Assembly – Monday, 18 May
   
16. [bookmark: _Hlk156918287]EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
In the event that the Agenda contains Exempt (pink) pages, or an item needs to be discussed
confidentially, to CONSIDER the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman:
“That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity 
  would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
  about to be discussed. However an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance.

NOTE: There is currently  ONE CONFIDENTIAL ITEM to be considered 
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