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NORTH WEALD BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL	- 6 -	

	

MINUTES



Meeting:	Parish Council meeting
Date:		12th January 2026, 7.30pm
Location:	Thornwood Common Parish Hall, Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood

PRESENT: 	(10)  Cllr Buckley (Chairman), Cllr Clegg, Cllr Spearman, Cllr Blanks, Cllr Mrs Jackman, Cllr Tyler, Cllr Mrs Hawkins, Cllr Mrs Etherington, Cllr Ms Wood, Cllr Kinnear
 
Officers in Attendance (2)
	Susan De Luca, Parish Clerk
	Adriana Jones – Principal Finance Officer

Members of the Public (0) 
Members of the Press  (1) 

C25.169 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (1)
Apologies received from Cllr Bedford.

C25.170 OTHER ABSENCES (4)	
Cllr Stroud, Cllr Born, Cllr Irvine and Cllr Lambert.

C25.171 MINUTES
Councillors AGREED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2025,  the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 15th December 2025, and NOTED the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting held on the 1st December 2025.  Cllr Blanks advised that within the minutes there was a question regarding the 6 month rule.  The Clerk read out the response received from EALC Legal Department as follows:

LGA 1972 Section 85 stops the running of the six month period if the councillor concerned attends, as a member, any committee of the council.   In this case the councillor did not attend the planning committee as a member of that committee, so the acceptance of apologies is not relevant. A councillor remains in office if they move out of the area until the next election providing their original eligibility was not based solely on them being on the electoral register ie they would also need to have met one of the other criteria such as living within the specified area for a period of 12 months (LGA 1972 Section 79(1))

Cllr Blanks stated that when he had looked into this, it seemed as though there were different versions of the same bit of information, but seemingly interpreted in different ways, with some Councils setting out in their standing orders that the reason for any absence had to be quite detailed.  Cllr Blanks stated that he wondered if perhaps this Council should do the same.  The Clerk explained that within standing orders, items in bold should not be altered as this represents the law, however other items could be changed to suit the Council.  It was noted that Councillor training would be given in February on this matter, and that this subject could be considered at the March meeting.

C25.172 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

C25.173 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
None.

C25.174 REPORT OF THE CLERK
The Clerk provided an update on current matters, which included:
Various planning matters, including  attending various EFDC Planning Meetings
Various cemetery matters, which include attendance at Cemetery for appointments to view plots for purchase,  interments & bookings, 
a) Thornwood Village Hall, various matters, bookings and HR matter
b) Attending Hastingwood Village Hall Event
c) Thornwood Hall– CCTV 
d) Parish Hall Thornwood Common Planning Application for New Roof
e) Continuing with contacting Hall Hirers re Hall Closure - Mid February 2026 – End of March 2026 for works to roof
f) Neighbourhood Plan – It was noted there had been a delay going to Regulation 14 due to other business, however it was hoped the consultation would start before the next meeting, or a further update will be given.
g) Defibrillator – North Weald Village Hall
h) Budget & Precept
i) Highways Issues
j) Fly tipping Issues

C25.175 REPORTS & MEMBERS REPORTS
a) Chairman’s Report – The Chairman confirmed he had received an acknowledgement letter Norway House in respect of the donations given by individual Councillors to their Christmas celebrations, which were greatly appreciated.  The Chairman also reported that the new sleepers had been installed at the garden by North Weald shops, however there was a small delay as we were waiting for better weather before they were treated and painted.  The new bench for this area had also been received, and we were again waiting for better weather before it is installed.

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – Cllr Mrs Hawkins advised that allotment visits would start in March.

c) District & County Councillors Reports – No reports.  

d) Parish Councillors Reports – None

e) Queens Hall Charity Report – No report 

f) Highways – Various road closures, which were detailed on social media.

C25.176 FINANCIAL REPORTS
Councillors APPROVED the monthly cheque lists for November and December which had been emailed to Councillors.  The Clerk advised that the internal auditor would be in attendance on 15th January to conduct the interim audit for 25/26.  The Clerk advised the CCLA interest received was as follows:
· October - £510.43
· November - £490.80
· December - £497.56

C25.177 BUDGET / PRECEPT 2026/2027
Members were reminded of the discussions regarding the Budget and Precept at the F&GP meeting on the  1st December, where lengthy discussions had taken place and various scenarios had been suggested. However as no documentation had at that time been received from Epping Forst District Council in relation to Council Tax Base, it was agreed to reconsider this Budget/Precept at January Council Meeting.   It was noted at the 1st December meeting that an 8% increase in the precept would be needed to break even, however it had been agreed that a 5% increase would proposed to full council for consideraiton, however there were a number of matters to be reconsidered:

· Grant to Air Ambulance – The Clerk had been asked to establish if landing fees were being paid to EFDC by the Air Ambulance.  A provisional amount of £500 had been budgeted for. The Clerk advised that she had received feedback from the Airfield Manager that the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance Trust pay an annual rent to EFDC. They also pay for a fixed number of movements (landing fees).  Cllr Ms Wood asked how many movements this was, however this information had not been supplied.  There was some discussion as to whether or not it would be better to provide a donation by way of something tangible rather than monies, however it was eventually AGREED to stick with a £500 donation to the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance.
· Pass-it-on-kids-uk – Grant – As agreed, the Clerk had contacted the organisation to obtain further details as the request was not clear and no guarantee the grant would be spent on local residents, and it had been noted that they could not guarantee funds would be spent on children or events in the Parish.  As such, it was AGREED not to grant funds to this organisation. 

The Clerk advised that the Tax Base had been received late December, however late last week an update was received from EFDC of a new, updated Tax Base of 2,645.30.  As such, if Councillors wished ratify the suggested 5% increase in the precept, this would mean the following:
· Precept request would be £258,952
· Deficit of £2,334 based on expected income/expenditure for 2026/2027
· Annual increase per band D property of £4.66 per year (extra 39p per month)
· Total annual cost of band D property £97.89

Cllr Tyler PROPOSED, and Cllr Hawkins SECONDED a 5% increase in the precept.  This was unanimously AGREED.

C25.178 PATHWAY BETWEEN WEALD COMMON AND NORTH WEALD VILLAGE HALL
Following on from the November Agenda, and after the Clerk had a discussion with the Chairman of the Parish Council, the Chairman had advised he will liaise directly with the Chairman of the Village Hall in this matter, and would contact the Clerk when he received an update.    The Chairman stated that he had met with the Chair of the Village Hall, and there are potentially two or three areas where a path could be located, with the approval of the Village Hall Committee.  The Village Hall Chair will be putting this suggestion to their next meeting.  The Chairman and Village Hall Chair will meet again after this time.  Cllr Tyler advised that people were already starting to create their own footpaths.  Cllr Etherington advised that the current footpath had been walked for over 20 years.  

C25.179 PARISH HALL AT THORNWOOD COMMON
Councillors noted that the planning application for the roof and solar panels had now been approved, with work scheduled to begin w/c 16th February. The Clerk explained that she had been in contact with the contractor, who had asked if the Council wanted to consider having the extension roof replaced at the same time.  They had advised this was not essential in order to complete the main roof and solar panel works, but if the Council did wish to consider it, the cost would be around £7,000-8,000.

Cllr Spearman explained that the roof panels on the extension were concrete and not asbestos, and that potentially the costs they had given included for the removal of asbestos roofing.  Cllr Spearman stated that the roofing currently on the extension would last for a considerable number of years, however did note that there was no insulation in the extension, but perhaps this could be done as a stand alone project in the future.  Cllr Tyler respected this option, but said perhaps it made sense to get the whole lot done at the same time, suggesting the Council goes back to the contractor and advise that the roof is not asbestos, and ask them to reconsider the cost.  Cllr Spearman suggested that the flashing should be done, and that a quote should be obtained for this.  It was AGREED the Clerk would go back to the contract to obtain this information and further costs.

C25.180 COUNCILLOR TRAINING
Members were advised that Councillor Training has been scheduled to take place in February 2026.  This was due to be undertaken in January, but due to the additional meetings in December and January it had not been possible to undertake this within this time frame. It was AGREED the Clerk would email out to all Councillors the subject matters of the general training that would be delivered, and that Councillors could then come back to the Clerk with any additional items they wanted covered. Current items were Apologies, 6 month rule, and Assertion 10.  It was also suggested an evening session would be more convenient.

C25.181 COVID ENQUIRY – GOVERNMENT REPORT
The Clerk advised members of the recent Government report into the Covid Enquiry where comments were made that it would have been more expedient for Government Departments and the Government to have established a lockdown at least 10 days earlier than when they actually initially did.  Members were reminded that this Parish Council closed down its office 12 days before the Government issued the advisory order to close, due to the fact that staff were aware of what was occurring across Europe and in the Far East. The Parish Council was criticized for taking this action at the time, however we have now seen with the publication of this Government Report that it was the correct action to take, to safeguard the community and staff.

C25.182 NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD CONTROL TOWER
The Clerk has been advised by Darren Goodey, Service Manager North Weald Airfield, that the new Airfield Control Tower is up and running.  The Clerk confirmed she had already had a brief visit, and advised that after speaking with Cllr Ray Balcombe (Deputy Leader EFDC) it is understood that a visit to the new Control Tower will be arranged for Councillors in the near future.  Councillors supported this idea, suggesting the visit should be on a weekend.  Councillors were asked to contact the Clerk if they would like to take part in the visit.  The Clerk also advised that the Parish Council had been given some tables and chairs from the old control tower which we are being used in the Queens Hall Council Chamber.
 
C25.183 STREET LIGHT OAK PIECE NORTH WEALD
Councillors noted that the Clerk had received a request from a resident in Oak Piece to either move or remove a street light (Parish Council owned).  Over the years, the drive at the front of this house has been expanded to encompass the majority of the front garden, resulting in the street light now being situated in a position which the resident states makes it difficult to get vehicles in and out.   Councillors reviewed on screen the position of this Street Light.  Cllr Ms Wood advised that she walks this area, and to fully remove the street light would leave areas along Oak Piece extremely dark at night.  Cllr Tyler asked the Council to exercise extreme caution in consideration of this, stating that street lights are positioned to be equidistant from each other, so that the lux (measurement of illuminance which quantifies how much light is received on a surface) is equal reaching all the relevant areas.  To move a street light, or completely remove it, would completely disrupt this, and the Parish Council could potentially be liable for any future issues or accidents as a result.  The Clerk advised of a current case she was aware of where somebody was suing a local council for exactly this reason. Councillors also discussed the fact that this light would have likely been in situ when the individual purchased the house, so they would have been aware of its location.  After consideration, it was unanimously AGREED not to move or remove the light for reasons of safety.

C25.184 BATTLE OF BRITAIN SERVICE – RESPONSE FROM ST ANDREWS CHURCH
Following on from an email sent from the Clerk regarding the Battle of Britin Service in September 2025, the Clerk received a response on the 16th November 2025, a copy of which was attached to the agenda.  Councillors discussed the matter, and felt that it was important the service remained non-religious, as this Council did not know the religious persuasion of those who died and were being commemorated.  It was confirmed as a commemorative service, and that this should be held at the Debt of Honour each year, not at the Cross of Sacrifice.  The 2025 event was extremely well attended.  Councillors agreed the Church should of course be invited to join the proceedings.

C25.185 ASSERTION 10 COMPLIANCE
From 2025/26, parish and town councils will be required to complete a new Assertion 10 as part of its Annual Governance Statement. This new requirement goes beyond the previous expectations bundled together under Assertion 3. The 2025 Practitioners' Guide, issued by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) (formerly JPAG), sets out the requirements of Assertion 10. These include:
· Using a council-owned (preferably .gov.uk) domain for the official website and for all councillor and staff email addresses.
· Operate an accessible website that meets current accessibility regulations (WCAG 2.2 AA). 
· Comply with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018, ensuring personal data is processed lawfully and securely.
· Recognise and fulfil the council’s role as a Data Controller, with appropriate policies and procedures in place.
· Publish required documents under the Freedom of Information Act and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.
· Have appropriate IT and email management policies to support secure and compliant digital operations. 

In practice, UK GDPR and Data Protection Act compliance means councils should have a holistic understanding of all of the personal data they process, their purpose for processing it, where it's stored, who has access (and why), whether that data is ever shared, and when, ultimately, that data is deleted.  To credibly declare UK GDPR and Data Protection Act compliance, councils are also advised in the guidance to undertake activities such as data audits, staff training and policy reviews in line with sector guidance, where relevant.

To sign off Assertion 10 with confidence, Councils should have already taken steps during the current financial year to ensure compliance. For many councils, this may involve:
· Carrying out council-wide audits of  ‘personal data’ your council processes, why you hold it, who has access, and your lawful basis for processing.
· Risk assessing all of the personal data processed by the council and identifying mitigations to reduce risk to the council and data subjects.
· Having appropriate data protection and information compliance policies in place that reflect how the council operates (not what it did in 2018)
· Putting in place regular and relevant data protection training for council staff and councillors

The PFO provided a further update, setting out that she would be attending training on 14th January, however it was expected that individual Councillors would also have to attend some type of training, specifically so this Council could evidence that its Councillors were aware of both theirs, and the Councils, obligations in terms of Data Protection and compliance. Councillors noted that there’s a lot of work to do, and it may be this Council is unable to confirm its compliance with Assertion 10 at the 2025/2026 external audit, and that there is no fixed time to do so, however the auditors will expect to see some evidence of work towards compliance.  A further update will be given at the February Parish Council meeting.

C25.186 TRAFFIC ORDER – B181 – FROM 60MPH TO 40MPH
The Council are being consulted on a Traffic Order to reduce the Speed Limit along the B181 from a point approximately 7 metres from the extended eastern kerb line of The Plain to a point approximately 64 metres north west of the eastern extended kerb line of Coopersale Common for a total length of approximately 597 metres. A copy of the map was attached to the agenda.    Cllr Clegg stated that he simply could not understand why ECC would not be extending the 40MPH zone all the way from the Coopersale turning to Roughtalleys in North Weald, especially considering this stretch of road is home to the difficult junction of Woodside / Forst Glade.  Work was undertaken not too long ago to realign the road markings at this junction to make it safer. What they are proposing would create too many variations in speed limits, making it similar to the B1393 between McDonalds and the Plain.  Cllr Clegg PROPOSED this council responded to the consultation, setting out that the 40mph should cover the entire area as stated.  This was SECONDED by Cllr Tyler.  Voted for unanimously.

C25.187 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
The public and the press were excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business  about to be discussed

C25.188 NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD CONTROL TOWER
Confidential item.  Refer to separate confident minute record.

Meeting closed 20.54


																	Signed .........................................................

																	Date .............................................................
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