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NOTICE OF MEETING
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk67569362]You are hereby invited to attend a Meeting of the Environmental & Open Spaces Committee which will be held on Wednesday, 17th June 2026 at 10am to transact the business shown in the Agenda below. This meeting will be held in the Queens Hall Community Centre, School Green Lane, North Weald. 
	
Susan Deluca

Susan De Luca 
Clerk to the Council	
8th June 2026
AGENDA




1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
To PROPOSE and SECOND nominations for the Office of Chairman and, if there is more than one
nominee, to vote thereon.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To NOTE any absences which have been received.

3. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk118199880]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Non Pecuniary or Other Pecuniary Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.
	
5. [bookmark: _Hlk41374791][bookmark: _Hlk198823270][bookmark: _Hlk138848018]CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
To AGREE the Minutes of the Environmental & Open Spaces committee meeting held on 31st March 2025, as attached at APPENDIX 1.                                     

6. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public.
	In accordance with an agreed procedure, the time allocated for public questions shall be limited to 
	15 minutes or such other period determined by the Chairman of the Meeting.

7.   ALLOTMENTS
a)  Review of Annual Allotment Fees for 2028
Councillors are asked to agree the Annual Allotment fees for 2028.  The dates of tenancy agreements run from 1st January to 31st December, and fees have not been increased since 2026.  Councillors are reminded that a full twelve months’ notice is required for any increase.  For reference, the fees for 2027 will be: 
• Under 50 sqm = Extra small £33.00
• Between 51sqm & 100sqm = Small £35.00
• Between 101sqm & 150sqm = Average £36.00
• Between 151sqm & 200sqm = Large £41.00
• Over 201sqm = Extra Large £43.00

b)  Vandalism Wheelers Farm Garden Allotments
On Thursday 12th March, the office received a report from the Allotment Warden of North Weald Allotments that there had been some acts of vandalism.  The tenant of plots 41 and 40 WFG had 3 boys throwing mud from the field side at the man who was repairing her shed roof and also received verbal abuse. The tenant of plot 22WFG also experienced mud, wood branches and other objects being thrown which landed on his van and broke the wing mirror on the driver's side. The allotment warden had sent a message to plot holders to be aware, and to report any further problems to the council and police as there could be a potential for an escalation in the vandalism. The allotment warden has walked the tree line and the woods on Queens Road and have identified several areas where action is required to stop any incursion.  It is suggested that at the next Allotment site visit (expected to be Wednesday 1st April), the allotment sub committee meet with the Allotment Warden so that this issue can be discussed further. Councillors are asked to AGREE this.

c)  North Weald Allotment Sites
Councillors are asked to NOTE that a new wooden barrier has been erected by the ditch along the pathway between Queens Road and Wheelers Farm Gardens Allotments to provide protection against anybody falling into the ditch.

8.  CEMETERY MATTERS
a)  Review of Cemetery Fees
Councillors are asked to REVIEW the current fees and CONSIDER if these should be increased with effect from 1st April 2026. Councillors are reminded that the fees which incurred an increase in 2025 were for those related to the three cemetery contractors and the preferred suppliers for memorial plaques and memorial benches.  All other cemetery fees have remained the same since 1st September 2023.  A copy of the current fee sheet, together with a comparison of neighbouring burial authorities is attached at APPENDIX 2.

b)  Addition to Cemetery Regulations
There are several benches in the cemetery which have been purchased by grave owners.  Regular maintenance includes washing down and wood treatment, where applicable, at no extra cost to the owner.
Councillors are advised that a couple of the fibreglass benches (which have been in place for over 5 years) are now showing some signs of discolouration.  The owner of one such bench (which was installed in 2020) has contacted the Clerk to express their dissatisfaction.  As we obviously wish for owners to be happy with their purchase, the Clerk is currently liaising with the owner to source a suitable replacement.  

In consideration of this, the Clerk has recommended that an addition be made to the Cemetery Regulations to reflect how long this council will guarantee a bench for from the date of installation.  A guarantee of 5 years should be sufficient, as we are aware that the benches, with regular maintenance, last longer than this.  If, after the guarantee period has expired, it is found that the bench is no longer fit for purpose, owners will be invited to purchase a replacement.  Councillors are asked to APPROVE this addition.

c)  Assignments
Currently we have an anomaly in the regulations where a resident can buy a plot at residents rate and then Assign it to someone who lives outside the area.  This effectively means that the person outside the area gets the plot at the cost of a residents rate and the transfer fee.  Members are asked whether or not they wish to embargo this or if they wish to continue this only in exceptional circumstances with the agreement of the Clerk who is the Cemetery Registrar, and the Chairman and Vice Chairman signing the relevant documents.

9.  TREE WORKS
Councillors are asked to NOTE that considerable Tree works were completed last year following the Tree Risk Assessment.  These works were agreed by full council.  Additional works also included cutting of the overhanging trees along the footpath adjacent to the Cemetery, and trees along the western ditch of Wheelers Farm Gardens.

10.  HIGHAM VIEW STEPS
Councillors are asked to NOTE that works to repair / replace the broken steps between the bridge on Higham View and Weald Common have now been completed.  Some light further works may be needed to fill the steps with some type 1 to ensure there are no trip hazards. It is hoped an update will be available at the meeting.

Councillors are asked to NOTE that a new dustbin has also been installed in this location.

11.  EPPING ONGAR RAILWAY SEAT, WEALD COMMON
Councillors are asked to NOTE that the Parish Council’s contractor has been instructed to make repairs to the seat donated by Epping Ongar Railway which is adjacent to the children’s play area at Weald Common.

12. REVIEW OF PARISH HALL HIRE FEES
Councillors are asked to REVIEW the current fees and CONSIDER if these should be increased with effect from 1st April 2026.  Councillors are reminded that the fees were last increased in February 2024, please see extract from the full Parish Council Meeting for information: 

C23.166 PARISH HALL AT THORNWOOD HIRE FEES 
Members noted that the hire fees for the Parish Hall at Thornwood needed to be considered for the municipal year 2024/2025. A sheet giving the current fees for the Parish Hall together with a number of other Halls in nearby locations was attached to the agenda. Councillors noted that the hall hire fees were not increased last year, and had remained the same for the last 2 years. After discussion, it was AGREED that the hall hire fees should increase by 4%, which was roughly in line with inflation as at December 2023, effective 1st April 2024.

It is suggested that the fees be increased by 2% overall, this is in consideration of the energy savings expected due to the recent installation of solar panels.  A copy of the current fees sheet is attached at APPENDIX 3.

13.  COUNTRYCARE 
Councillors are asked to NOTE that the Clerk has received notification from Epping Forest District Council Countrycare service, that the volunteer day rate has been increased to £468.00 +VAT with effect from 1st April 2026.  Councillors are reminded that Countrycare manages the Thornwood Common Nature Area.
The service provided includes supervision and management of the site from an environmental and biodiversity perspective.  They provide up to 15 volunteers as well as staff members for each volunteer day.

14.  BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY
In 2025 Councillors may recall that the commemoration was moved to the Airfield Memorial & Debt of Honour with wreaths being taken to the Cross of Sacrifice in the grounds of St Andrew’s Churchyard the following day.  The following are invited to join the Chairman in laying a wreath:

· Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Essex
· Epping Forest District Council
· Essex County Council
· RAF 56 Squadron
· Epping Town Council
· On behalf of the Royal Norwegian Air Force 132 Air Wing
· Royal British Legion
· ATC 414 Squadron
· North Weald Airfield Museum
Battle of Britain Day is on Tuesday, 15th September, therefore Councillors are asked to CONFIRM if they
wish to hold the commemoration on Sunday, 20th September at 11am (this is the same date as the service held in Westminster Abbey) and to AGREE that the commemoration will be held at the Airfield Memorial & Debt of Honour.

15.  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
Arrangements are in hand for this year’s Remembrance Sunday events.  Councillors are asked to AGREE arrangements, as per the schedule attached at APPENDIX 4.




       		 Susan De Luca
 Clerk to the Council
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